STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

AIR POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD


SAN DIEGO COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

REGULAR MEETING - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 2003, 9:00 AM

Board of Supervisors North Chamber

1600 Pacific Highway, Room 310, San Diego, California

Meeting was called to order at 9:06 a.m. 

Present: Members Greg Cox, Chairman; Dianne Jacob, Vice Chairwoman; Pam Slater, Ron Roberts; Bill Horn; also Thomas J. Pastuszka, Clerk.

Approval of Air Pollution Control Board Statement of Proceedings/Minutes for the meeting of March 12, 2003.

ACTION: 

ON MOTION of Member Slater, seconded by Member Roberts, the Air Pollution Control Board approved the Statement of Proceedings/Minutes for the meeting of March 12, 2003.

AYES:  Cox, Jacob, Slater, Roberts, Horn

Public Communication - (No Speakers)

Air Pollution Control Board Agenda Items

____________________________________________________________________________________

	1.
	NOTICED PUBLIC HEARING:

AMENDMENT OF RULE 67.3 - METAL PARTS AND PRODUCTS COATING OPERATIONS



	2.
	ELECTRIC LAWN MOWER INCENTIVE PROGRAM


____________________________________________________________________________________

	APCB1.
	SUBJECT:
	NOTICED PUBLIC HEARING:

AMENDMENT OF RULE 67.3 - METAL PARTS AND PRODUCTS COATING OPERATIONS   (DISTRICT: ALL)

	
	OVERVIEW:

	
	Rule 67.3 regulates volatile organic compound emissions from surface coating of metal parts and products and related processes.  It was initially adopted on May 9, 1979 (APCB #1).

Rule 67.3 is being amended in response to a small business request to provide an exemption for low-usage coatings applied to specialty custom-made signs and sign-related objects that cannot meet the volatile organic compound content limits of the rule.  The amendment will allow a company to use up to 20 gallons per year of higher volatile organic compound content coatings provided that their volatile organic compound content does not exceed 780 grams per liter.  Affected businesses agreed this limited exemption will meet their needs. In addition, the rule is being amended to clarify certain definitions and to address an issue raised in the recent Air Resources Board program evaluation.

There are ten companies in San Diego County that manufacture specialty signs.  The maximum additional volatile organic compounds emissions allowed by the proposed amendment would be 740 pounds per year, or less than one tenth of one percent of the 410 tons per year from all 262 companies subject to Rule 67.3.  This increase is considered insignificant.

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, an Initial Study was prepared evaluating potential environmental consequences resulting from the proposed amendments.  No significant adverse environmental effects were identified.  Accordingly, a Negative Declaration has been prepared.  The California Environmental Quality Act requires the Board to certify that the Negative Declaration reflects the Board's independent judgment of potential environmental consequences resulting from the amendments.  The Resolution making these findings and adopting the Negative Declaration is attached.

A public workshop for amended Rule 67.3 was held on December 5, 2002, and was attended by five people.  Written comments were also received.  The comments and District responses are presented in the attached workshop report.

	
	FISCAL IMPACT:

	
	The recommended action will have no fiscal impact on the District.

	
	BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT:

	
	Amended Rule 67.3 will have a positive impact on business because it provides an exemption for companies using small amounts of non-compliant coatings for painting custom-made signs and related objects.

	
	RECOMMENDATION:

	
	AIR POLLUTION CONTROL OFFICER

1. Consider the Initial Study and proposed Negative Declaration and adopt the Resolution adopting the Negative Declaration, making appropriate findings that: (a) the Initial Study and Negative Declaration reflect the Board's independent judgment and analysis; (b) considering the entire record before the Board, there is no substantial evidence that the proposed amended rule may have a significant adverse environmental effect; (c) the Negative Declaration is adopted as a true and complete statement of potential environmental consequences resulting from proposed amendment to Rule 67.3; and (d) there is no evidence in the entire record that proposed amendment to Rule 67.3 will have an adverse effect on wildlife resources and, on the basis of substantial evidence, the presumption of adverse effect in California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 753.5(d) has been rebutted.

2. After adopting the Negative Declaration, adopt the resolution amending Rule 67.3 and make appropriate findings:

(i)
of necessity, authority, clarity, consistency, non-duplication, and reference as required by Section 40727 of the State Health and Safety Code;

(ii)
that amending Rule 67.3 will alleviate a problem and will not interfere with the attainment of ambient air quality standards (Section 40001 of the State Health and Safety Code); 

(iii)
that analysis of the socioeconomic impact of amending Rule 67.3 is not required by Section 40728.5 of the State Health and Safety Code because amending Rule 67.3 provides a less restrictive emission limit that does not result in any significant increase of emissions; and

(iv)
that an analysis of existing requirements applicable to the sources affected by the proposed rule has been prepared pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 40727.2.

3. Approve the Certificate of Fee Exemption for De Minimis Impact Finding exempting the District from payment of fees to the California Department of Fish and Game.

	
	ACTION:

	
	ON MOTION of Member Slater, seconded by Member Roberts, the Air Pollution Control Board of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District closed the hearing; took action as recommended, on Consent and, pursuant to Section 40727 of the Health and Safety Code, made the appropriate findings as presented by County Counsel and as set out in Board of Supervisors Exhibit No. 1.

AYES:   Cox, Jacob, Slater, Roberts, Horn

	

	APCB2.
	SUBJECT:
	ELECTRIC LAWN MOWER INCENTIVE PROGRAM (DISTRICT: ALL)

	
	OVERVIEW:

	
	Mowing Down Pollution lawn mower exchange incentive events have been held annually for the past three years.  The Mowing Down Pollution event benefits county residents by reducing air pollution as a result of exchanging gasoline-powered lawn mowers for cordless rechargeable mowers.  Each hour an electric mower is used in place of a gasoline mower the reduced pollution is approximately equal to that produced by 40 newer automobiles driving one hour on the freeway.  The cordless rechargeable lawn mower was selected to avoid the tripping and electrical hazards that can result from using extension cords.  Also, this model has a mulching feature that can reduce the amount of clippings going into landfills.

Black and Decker continues to be the only maker of electric, cordless, rechargeable lawn mowers, and continuing this program depends upon their participation.  Based on customer feedback from the previous events, Black and Decker has provided customer satisfaction and a quality product.  In accordance with Administrative Code, Article XXIII, Section 401 (a), the Director of Purchasing and Contracting will negotiate a contract not to exceed $100,000 for up to 415 electric lawn mowers.

The anticipated price of $390 per mower (after a $59 rebate) is a fair and reasonable price for a $449 electric, rechargeable mower with bag and mulching option.  The Air Pollution Control District incentive will offset approximately $240, plus tax, and citizens will again be able to purchase a new, non-polluting mower for $150.

The 2003 program costs are projected to be $125,000, with $75,000 coming from Air Pollution Control District penalties collected from violators of air quality requirements and $25,000 from the Air Resources Board.  This will provide incentives for up to 415 new mowers.  The remaining $25,000 from Air Pollution Control District penalties will pay for event costs such as facilities, printed materials, advertising, disposal of old lawn mowers, and proper disposal of hazardous waste.

	
	FISCAL IMPACT:

	
	The recommended actions will result in no net county cost.  Program expenditures were included in the fiscal year 2001-03 District Operating Plan, conditioned upon sufficient penalty revenue for fiscal year 2002-03.

A contract of approximately $100,000 for up to 415 mowers will be negotiated with Black and Decker.  Penalty revenue for this program is projected to be $100,000, and the California Air Resources Board has offered $25,000.  Total 2003 program costs are projected to be $125,000, with $100,000 for 415 lawn mowers and no more than $25,000 for other costs including facilities, printed materials, advertising, education and outreach, temporary services, old mower disposal (recycling), and proper disposal of hazardous waste.

	
	RECOMMENDATION:

	
	SUPERVISOR ROBERTS

1. Authorize the Air Pollution Control Officer to receive $25,000 from the California Air Resources Board to offset electric lawn mower costs.

2. Direct the Air Pollution Control Officer to hold this year’s Lawn Mower Event on May 17, 2003.

	
	ACTION:

	
	ON MOTION of Member Slater, seconded by Member Roberts, the Air Pollution Control Board took action as recommended, on Consent.

AYES:   Cox, Jacob, Slater, Roberts, Horn


There being no further business, the Board adjourned at 2:55 p.m.

THOMAS J. PASTUSZKA

Clerk of the Air Pollution Control Board

San Diego County Air Pollution

Control District

Notes by: Hall 

NOTE: This Statement of Proceedings sets forth all actions taken by the San Diego County Air Pollution Control Board on the matters stated, but not necessarily the chronological sequence in which the matters were taken up.
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