

STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

AIR POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD


SAN DIEGO COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

REGULAR MEETING - WEDNESDAY, JULY 28, 2004, 9:00 AM

Board of Supervisors North Chamber

1600 Pacific Highway, Room 310, San Diego, California

Meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m. 

Present:  Members Dianne Jacob, Chairwoman; Pam Slater-Price, Vice Chairwoman; Greg Cox; Ron Roberts; Bill Horn; also Thomas J. Pastuszka, Clerk.

Approval of Statement of Proceedings/Minutes for meetings of June 16, 2004 and June 23, 2004. 

ACTION: 

ON MOTION of Member Slater-Price, seconded by Member Cox, the Air Pollution Control Board of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District approved the Statement of Proceedings/Minutes for the meetings of June 16, 2004 and June 23, 2004, on Consent.

AYES:  Cox, Jacob, Slater-Price, Roberts, Horn

Public Communication:  [No Speakers]

Air Pollution Control Board Agenda Items

	1.
	NOTICED PUBLIC HEARING:

2004 TRIENNIAL REVISION OF THE REGIONAL AIR QUALITY STRATEGY 



	2.
	CLOSED SESSION

(Carryover from 7/27/04 (1))


	APCB1.
	SUBJECT:
	NOTICED PUBLIC HEARING:

2004 TRIENNIAL REVISION OF THE REGIONAL AIR QUALITY STRATEGY  (DISTRICT: ALL)

	
	OVERVIEW:

	
	San Diego County is a nonattainment area for the state ambient air quality standard for ozone.  Pursuant to the California Clean Air Act, air districts in nonattainment areas are required to prepare and implement air quality strategies identifying all feasible emission control measures to attain the state ozone standard by the earliest practicable date.  Accordingly, the Regional Air Quality Strategy was adopted by the Air Pollution Control Board on June 30, 1992 (APCB #1), identifying every feasible control measure applicable to stationary emission sources under authority of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District (District).  Control measures for mobile emission sources are under authority of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the California Air Resources Board.  The California Clean Air Act also requires triennial strategy revisions, incorporating any new measures that are determined feasible based on updated information regarding technology availability, emission reduction potential, and cost-effectiveness of measures.  The 2004 Triennial Revision is now proposed for adoption to ensure continued compliance with the every feasible measure mandate.

The primary focus of the proposed Regional Air Quality Strategy revision is identifying new feasible control measures for ozone precursors (volatile organic compounds and oxides of nitrogen) to be developed into proposed rules and considered for adoption by the Board during the 2004-2007 period.  Eight measures are identified:  1) Enhanced Vapor Recovery Program; 2) Further Control of Solvent Cleaning Operations; 3) Further Control of Industrial and Commercial Boilers; 4) Control of Small Boilers; 5) Control of Large Commercial Water Heaters; 6) Further Control of New Residential Water Heaters; 7) Further Control of Stationary Internal Combustion Engines; and 8) Further Control of Stationary Combustion Turbines.  These measures will collectively provide 3 tons/day reduction in emissions of volatile organic compounds and 2 tons/day reduction in emissions of oxides of nitrogen.  

Two measures (Further Control of Bakery Ovens and Control of Plastics/Composites Coating Operations) are proposed for deletion from the Regional Air Quality Strategy due to minimal emission benefits and, in the case of the first measure, issues regarding technological feasibility and cost-effectiveness.  The minimal emission benefits that would be foregone, a total of 0.02 ton/day reduction in volatile organic compounds, is more than offset by the 3 tons/day reduction provided by new control measures being added. 

The proposed revision also identifies Further Study Measures to be evaluated for potential feasibility, pursuant to a requirement of the California Air Resources Board.  Measures that are determined feasible will be scheduled for rule development in a subsequent triennial revision, which is anticipated in 2007.  However, the District may proceed with rule development before then, District resources permitting, if resulting emission reductions would be sizable, technologically feasible, and cost-effective.  

The proposed Regional Air Quality Strategy revision also includes a detailed reassessment and reaffirmation of the District's previous findings that more stringent State emission offset requirements are not necessary for San Diego County to achieve and maintain the State ozone standard by the earliest practicable date.  State emission offset requirements were deleted from District New Source Review Rules in 1998, as authorized by State law.  State law requires a triennial reassessment of the impact of the repeal.  The current results do not warrant reinstituting more stringent emission offset requirements in the New Source Review rules.  

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, an Initial Study was prepared evaluating potential environmental impacts of the proposed Regional Air Quality Strategy revision.  No significant adverse environmental effects were identified.  Accordingly, a proposed Negative Declaration has been prepared.  The Board must certify that the Negative Declaration reflects the Board's independent judgment of potential environmental impacts of the proposed revision.  

	
	FISCAL IMPACT:

	
	There is no new fiscal impact associated with these recommendations.  Adopting the proposed Regional Air Quality Strategy revision does not adopt a rule or regulation.  Rather, it commits the District to evaluate and, as appropriate, develop proposed rules or rule amendments at a later date for future consideration by the District Board.  The District’s Operational Plan includes staffing and funding for these activities.

	
	BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT:

	
	State law mandates every feasible control measure be included in the Regional Air Quality Strategy.  The proposed revision will affect certain businesses by committing the District to evaluate and, as appropriate, develop proposed rules or rule amendments to implement additional emission controls that have been determined feasible.  Specific impacts on businesses will be addressed in the rule development process when proposed rules implementing individual measures are developed in the future.  The District will work with affected industry groups to ensure any proposed rules are technologically feasible and cost-effective.  The proposed revision was discussed with District business customers at a public workshop held on May 4, 2004.

	
	RECOMMENDATION:

	
	AIR POLLUTION CONTROL OFFICER

1. Consider the Negative Declaration and adopt the Resolution Certifying the Negative Declaration for the proposed 2004 Triennial Revision of the Regional Air Quality Strategy and Making Relevant Findings: (a) finding that the Negative Declaration has been completed in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act and reflects the independent judgment of the Board; (b) certifying the Negative Declaration as a true and complete statement of environmental impacts of implementing the proposed Regional Air Quality Strategy revision and making findings that there is no substantial evidence in the entire record before the Board that the proposed revision will have a significant adverse effect on the environment; and (c) finding that there is no evidence that adopting the proposed Regional Air Quality Strategy revision will have potential for an adverse effect on wildlife or its habitat, and, on the basis of substantial evidence, that the presumption of adverse effect in California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 753.5(d) has been rebutted.  

2. Approve the Certificate of Fee Exemption for De Minimis Impact Finding exempting  the District from payment of fees to the California Department of Fish and Game for review of the Negative Declaration.  

3. After certifying the Negative Declaration, approve the Resolution Adopting the 2004 Triennial Revision of the Regional Air Quality Strategy and Making Relevant Findings.  The resolution certifies the revision is a cost-effective strategy and the Board has adopted or scheduled for adoption every feasible control measure to achieve and maintain the state ozone standard by the earliest practicable date.  It also finds that the repealed state emission offset requirements remain unnecessary to achieve and maintain the state ozone standard by the earliest practicable date.  

4. Direct the Air Pollution Control Officer to forward the 2004 Triennial Revision of the Regional Air Quality Strategy, along with the Negative Declaration and adopting resolutions, to the California Air Resources Board for approval.

	
	ACTION:

	
	ON MOTION of Member Slater-Price, seconded by Member Cox, the Board closed the hearing and took action as recommended, on Consent, adopting Resolution No. 04-144, entitled:  RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE PROPOSED 2004 TRIENNIAL REVISION OF THE REGIONAL AIR QUALITY STRATEGY AND MAKING RELEVANT FINDINGS; and Resolution No. 04-145, entitled:  RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2004 TRIENNIAL REVISION OF THE REGIONAL AIR QUALITY STRATEGY AND MAKING RELEVANT FINDINGS.

AYES:  Cox, Jacob, Slater-Price; Roberts, Horn

	

	

	APCB2.
	SUBJECT:
	CLOSED SESSION (DISTRICT: ALL)

(Carryover from 7/27/04 (1))

	
	OVERVIEW:

	
	A.
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION

(Subdivision (a) of Government Code section 54956.9)

Air Pollution Control District v. New West Petroleum, LLC; San Diego County Superior Court No. GIC 813338

	
	ACTION:

	
	No reportable matters.


There being no further business, the Board of the Air Pollution Control Board, San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, adjourned at 9:22 a.m.

THOMAS J. PASTUSZKA

Clerk of the Air Pollution Control Board

San Diego County Air Pollution Control District

Notes by: Tosh

NOTE: This Statement of Proceedings sets forth all actions taken by the San Diego County Air Pollution Control Board on the matters stated, but not necessarily the chronological sequence in which the matters were taken up.
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