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Purpose 

To establish a policy governing the use of Television Franchise Fees. 

Background 

On June 9, 1981 (56), the Board of Supervisors established a Cable Television Enterprise Fund which was intended to fund the base for all operation, maintenance, and capital costs of cable television related activities under the direction of the Board of Supervisors. Earned revenue (user fees) in the form of Cable Television Franchise Fees would generally be used to make the program self-sustaining and support projects intended for the general public's benefit.   On August 12, 1997, (40), the Board established the Department of Media and Public Relations and directed the Department to manage the County’s media activities, provide staff assistance to the Cable Television and Telecommunications Review Commission and operate the County Television Network (CTN).  Under the California Digital Infrastructure and Video Competition Act of 2006, (Division 2.5 of the Public Utilities Code, commencing with section 5800), Counties cannot issue new cable television licenses.  The Public Utilities Commission issues State franchises to cable television operators and other video service providers.  Franchise fees from video providers operating in the unincorporated areas of the county are paid to the County.  
The Board of Supervisors, in readopting this policy, is assuring these funds will continue to be used within the philosophical concept followed when the Enterprise Fund was initially created in 1981. To assure these funds will be utilized for the effective use of County television and other electronic media to promote County activities, coordinate media relations and provide regional emergency information to the public, the following policy is adopted: 

Policy 

It is the policy of the Board of Supervisors that: 

Television Franchise Fees remain a Special Reserve Fund to be used in a manner deemed appropriate by the Board of Supervisors for County Television and Media and Public Relations and accomplish the following: 

1. Promote Television Regulatory activities as mandated by the Federal Cable Television Policy Act of 1984 and the review of related State and Federal legislation that could affect the County of San Diego.  
2. Promote and develop the effective use of County television and other electronic media to promote County activities, coordinate media relations and provide regional emergency information to the public.   
3. Promote and enhance a better understanding of the role of the Board of Supervisors and County government by televising and/or web streaming Board meetings and video programming highlighting County services and activities.
4. Support the Cable Television Grant Award Program to serve the County of San Diego and its citizens. 

5. Reallocate all uncommitted prior year budgeted franchise fee funds to the Television Franchise Fees Special Reserve Fund for television, web content, media relations and emergency information activities as defined in paragraphs 1-4 above.  
6. The Board of Supervisors will continue their review of all television fund requests based upon the telecommunications demands affecting the future of the County. 

An allocation plan for the Television Franchise Fees will be considered as part of the budget deliberation process. The policy determination made during budget deliberations will form the basis for expenditure during the upcoming fiscal year. 

Sunset 

This policy will be reviewed for continuance by 12-31-11. 

Board Action 

2-25-86 (6) 

7-26-88 (43) 

12-12-89 (49) 

6-5-90 (43) 

10-23-90 (45) 

4-4-95 (28) 

6-15-04 (25)

12-9-08 (33)
5-12-09 (18) Repealed 
CAO Reference 

1. Department of Media and Public Relations
**REPEALED ON  5/12/09 (18)
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