
ACCIDENTS HAPPEN, 
ARE YOU PREPARED?

By Leon Wirschem, Hazardous Incident Response Team



ACCIDENTS 
HAPPEN



HAVE AN 
EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE PLAN!



Hot plate, resin container, waste containers

FIRES



HF in hood on right



HF



HAVE THE EQUIPMENT 
AND FIRST AID 

SUPPLIES YOU NEED!



INCOMPATIBLES

H2O2 & NaOHOxidizer & Food 
Grade product



The two acid wastes shown in front of the hazardous waste red safety can were poured into the red 
safety can which had a label attached on the container handle indicating the contents was waste  
ethyl alcohol. 

Acid waste 
bottle #1

Acid waste
bottle #2

The importance of proper labeling
10



The two acid wastes shown were poured into the hazardous waste red safety can labeled ethyl 
alcohol

Acid waste
bottle #1

Acid waste
bottle #2
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HAVE A TRAINING PROGRAM



DO YOUR EMPLOYEES KNOW WHAT 
THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO DO?



ABANDONED 
WASTES

View of some of the 1500+ hazardous waste containers sorted outside. 
Mezzanine area with the chemicals in plastic trays and boxes. 

Lecture bottles of compressed gases, hazardous waste. 



ABANDONED WASTES

UNSTABLE 
CHEMICALS



• Business owner abandoned hundreds of containers of chemical waste inside 
their biotechnology research business in Sorrento Valley and filed for 
bankruptcy. The waste consisted of characteristic and listed hazardous 
waste. US EPA’s Emergency Response Unit responded and 
packaged/removed the hazardous waste from the business to protect 
public health and safety. 

• Asgard Associates (another company of Dr. M. Conrad) pled guilty to one 
felony count of illegal storage of hazardous waste for the abandoned 
research lab on Roselle Street. Company Aries could not enter into a plea 
agreement because they are in bankruptcy. As per the plea agreement, 
DEH will be getting back all costs associated with your response to this 
incident Sentencing is scheduled for September 17. 





HAS FACILITY EXPANSION, 
CLOSURE AND RELOCATION 

BEEN ADDRESSED WITHIN YOUR 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

BUSINESS PLAN?



TRAIN & PRACTICE
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