
What’s Been Happening?  

Current Status of the McClellan-Palomar Airport Master Plan and 

Draft Program Environmental Impact Report 

The County’s Master Plan process consists of two main elements; the development of facility improvement 
alternatives (engineering-based, depicts the layout of the airfield), and the associated environmental review 
process.  

Four public workshops and a Board of Supervisor’s hearing were held from 2014-2016 as the facility improvements 
were being explored and drafted with input received from the public, FAA, and stakeholders. Those improvements 
were compiled in the draft Master Plan, and from that point, County staff and our consultants have been working 
on the draft Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to analyze the potential environmental effects associated 
with the facility, safety, and operational components of the draft Master Plan.  

A Notice of Preparation (NOP) to prepare a Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) was issued on 
February 29, 2016. Release of the NOP initiated a 30-day public review period, during which time the public 
was encouraged to identify areas of potential environmental impact to be considered for technical analysis in 
the environmental documentation.  A public workshop, with over 200 attendees was held the evening of February 
29, 2016 at the Faraday Center in Carlsbad, CA to kick off the Draft Program EIR process.   During the 30-day 
public review period, the County received over 100 written comments regarding the preparation of the Draft 
Program EIR. Public comments were carefully reviewed and a scope for the Draft Program EIR was developed to 
ensure all areas of interest were appropriately addressed.   

The EIR has a wide range of environmental impacts to analyze; everything from aesthetics, to air quality, to cultural 
resources, etc.  Target dates for this type of project frequently change due to a number of factors, including 
changing circumstances (e.g. socioeconomic, environmental, operational, etc.), updated statistics and regulatory 
revisions.   On occasion, components of a Master Plan may be subject to adjustment as work on a Draft EIR 
proceeds.  It’s important to invest sufficient time, even if longer than originally estimated, preparing a quality 
Master Plan and PEIR that will help guide future development of McClellan- Palomar Airport for years to come.  
Although original estimates anticipated the Draft Program EIR would be completed this spring, these estimates will 
likely be revised in the coming months to provide more time to complete the documents. The County is currently 
awaiting guidance from FAA on technical information needed for both the Master Plan and the EIR, so it’s highly 
possible the public review and accompanying public workshop dates previously published will be postponed.    

The Board hearing date is not formally set until we’ve gathered public comments, and prepared a response to each 
comment within the EIR. At that time we will be able to set a date for the County Board of Supervisors hearing 
where they will consider approval of the Master Plan & associated EIR. We are currently estimating that for August 
2017, but if the public comment period is postponed the Board hearing would need to be postponed as well.    


