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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO  
GUIDANCE ON  
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

Green Infrastructure is an approach to stormwater and flood management that protects, restores, and mimics the natural water cycle 
using vegetation, mulch, soils, and natural processes while creating healthier environments. At the County scale, green infrastructure 
refers to the network of natural features that provides habitat, flood protection, cleaner air, and cleaner water. At the scale of a 
neighborhood or site, green infrastructure refers to stormwater and flood management systems that mimic nature by soaking up and 
storing water.  

Roadways present many opportunities for coordinated Green Infrastructure use. A Green Street uses a natural system approach to 
reduce stormwater flow, improve water quality, reduce urban heating, enhance pedestrian safety, reduce carbon footprints, and 
beautify neighborhoods. Green Streets are a component of Green Infrastructure, integrating strategies into roads and right-of-ways.  

Green Streets Guidelines are an outreach tool and are also intended to serve as a companion to the rest of the Green Streets 
publications. They include an introduction, strategies, procedures and design examples for implementing Green Streets projects. The 
strategies include tree wells, rain gardens, rock gardens, and permeable pavement. 
 
Green Streets Design Criteria lay out general definitions, general policy, and landscape design criteria for Green Infrastructure 
strategies in the right-of-way. 
 
Green Streets Supplement to County Design Standard Drawings includes construction details which may be referenced in 
improvement plans similar to current County Design standard drawings. 
 
Green Streets Maintenance Schedules include a list with maintenance tasks, frequency, and time of year for initial, routine, and as-
needed maintenance of each Green Infrastructure strategy. 
 
Green Streets Specifications include detailed construction material and installation requirements for Green Infrastructure strategies 
including aggregates, geosynthetics, underdrains, permeable pavement, engineered soil media, mulch, overflow risers, check dams, 
and tree grates. 
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