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Qualcomm & its Economic Impact on San 
Diego

Source : 2013 San Diego Workforce Partnership http://www.sandiegobusiness.org/sites/default/files/011113-
TelecomReport pdf

Every job created at Qualcomm, 
generates about 2.3 jobs in the 
region.

Qualcomm adds $4.53B in direct and 
indirect economic activity annually 
(combined effect is larger than 6 major 
industry sectors in the region).

Qualcomm donated ~$85M to SD 
charities between 2000-2011

Qualcomm employees gave an 
estimated $165K hours (~$4.1M) to 
local charities in 2011

Founded in 1985

Global fabless mobile 
chipset provider

World leader in 3G, 4G and 
nextgen wireless 
telecommunication 







Entrepreneurial Access 
NetworksMentoring, facilities, funding, cross-pollination etc.

Source : http://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/pdf/incubatorsaccelerators.pdf

Incubators, Accelerators 
&

Co-working spaces



Economic Impact of 
CollaborationsSubtitle example

Total Funding  $713M

Jobs Created  1200+

Portfolio companies 121

13 acquisitions, 55 incubating 

Partnership launched 2012

Companies funded 5

Companies acquired 1



San Diego Research
Source of ideas, Expertise, Talent etc. 

37,000 jobs combined $4.6B total 
impact on the region’s GRP annually

All scientific R&D generates $14.4B 
annually in economic impact

$1.8B federal and philanthropic 
research funding inflow annually

>2600 postdocs



Funding for Innovation Economy 
GrowthPrivate, Public & Government 

Source : http://live-connect-site.pantheon.io/sites/default/files/Innovation_Report_2014-FINAL-May20_1.pdf
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Innovation Frontiers for San 
Diego

My Big Bets in Technology for 2016

Machine Intelligence      Cyber Security      Robotics     Big Data



A good idea is 
worth nothing 
without great 
execution.A good idea is nothing without great 

execution & a fertile ecosystem



Strategic Investments for Our Innovation
Economy
Investment in 
Talent

Investment in InfrastructureInvestment in Marketing

Investment in Diverse 
clusters & 
Partnerships

Sustainable 
Competitive 
Advantage

• Increase Private 
Funding

• Attract Diverse Talent
• Renewed 

Partnerships
• Technology 

leadership
• Innovative Risk 

Profile
• Increased 

Opportunities
• Vibrant community
• Higher Quality of life
• Increased Branding 

Experiences etc.



Disruption starts here.Disruption starts here.

——— Prevent Brain drain  ———

——— Support Diverse Entrepreneurial Clusters ———
——— Connected & Smarter infrastructure  ———

——— Amplify the message  ———



Thank You !


