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To eslablish in the Department of Velerans Affalrs a nallonal center for research on the dlagnosis and {reatment of heeith condllions of the
descendants of veterane exposed to toxic substances during eervics in tha Armed Forces, lo establlsh an advisory board on exposure lo Send Your Senator a Letter
\ox(c substances, and for olher purposes.
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES about this
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Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mr. MORAN, and Mr, BEGICH) intraducad the following bill; which was read twice and refarred ta the Track with MyOC
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To establish in the Depariment of Velerans Affairs a national center for research on the diagnosls and Irealment of heallh conditlons of the
descendants of veterans exposed to toxic subsiances during service in the Armed Forces, 1o establish an advisory board on exposure lo
toxic substancas, and for other purposes.

Bs it enacted by the Senale and House of Representalives of the Uniled States of America in Congress assembled, 0«
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

Share This Bill

This Act may be cited as the 'Toxic Exposure Research Act of 2014', Sava to Notebook

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.
Make A Bil) Widget

In this Act:

(1) ARMED FORCE- The term ‘Armed Force' means the Uniled Stalas Amy, Navy, Marlne Corps, Alr Force, or Coast Guard, including the
reserve components thereof.

(2) DESCENDANT- The lerm ‘descendant’ meens, with respect to an individual, the biological child, grandchild, or gresel-grandchild of that
Indlvidual

(3) TOXIC SUBSTANCE- The tenm ‘toxic substance' shall have Ihe meaning given that tarm by the Secrelary of Veterans Affalrs and shall
include all subslances that have baen proven by peer reviewed sclentific.research or a preponderanca of opinion in the medical community
{0 lead lo disabllities related to the exposure of en individual ta those substances while serving as a member of Ihe Armed Forces,

{(4) VETERAN- The term ‘veteran’ has the meaning given that term In saction 101 of title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 3. NATIONAL CENTER FOR RESEARCH ON THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF HEALTH CONDITIONS OF THE
DESCENDANTS OF INDIVIDUALS EXPOSED TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES DURING SERVICE IN THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) National Center-

(1) IN GENERAL- Not laler than one year afer the date of the enaciment of this Act, the Secretary of Velerans Affalrs shall, In consultation
with the advisory board established under sectlon 4, selsct a medical center of the Dapartment of Vaterans Aflairs to serve as the national
canter for research on the dlagnosis and treatment of health conditions of descendants of individuals exposed to {oxic subsiances while
lser\/ing as members of the Anrmed Forces that ara related to that exposure (in this secilon refamed to as the ‘Nationel Center’).

(2) CRITERIA FOR SELECTION- Tha National Center shall be selectad under paragraph (1) from among medical centers of the
Deparlmen! with expertise In dlegnosing end treating funclional and structural birth dafecls and caring for individuals exposed to toxic
subslenoes. or that are effillated with research medical canters or teaching hospltals with such expertlss, that seek lo be selected under this
‘'section,

{b) Research-

(1) IN GENERAL- The National Center may conduct research on the dlagnoals and treatment of health conditlons of descendants of
lndlvlduals exposed to toxlc substances while serving as members of the Armed Forcas thal sre related to that exposure.

(2) STUDIES- In conducting research under paragraph (1), the Nalional Center shall study Individuals, al the election of the Individual, for
whom the Secretary has made ane of the following determinations:

(A)(l) The Individual Is a descendanl of an individual who served as & member of the Armed Forces;

(i) sLuch member was exposed (o a toxic substance while serving as @a member of the Asmed Forces; and

{iii) such descendant is afilicted with a health condition thal Is determined by the advisory board established in saction 4 to be a health
condition that results from the exposure of such member to such loxic substence.

(B)(i) The individual was exposed to a loxlc substance while serving as a member of the Armed Forces; and
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(w) such indwiduel s afflicted wilh a health condition (hat is determined by the advisory board established in saction 4 1o be a heallh
i:ondillan that results from the expoaure of such Individual to such toxic subslance.

(3) USE OF RECORDS-

(A) IN GENERAL- The Secretary of Defansa or the head of a Federal agency may meke available to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for
Feview records held by the Depariment of Defanse, an Armed Force, or that Federal agency, as eppropriate, that might assist the Secretary
of Veterans Affalrs In making Ihe determinations required by paragraph (2).

(B) MECHANISM- The Secretary of Velerans Affalrs and the Secratary of Defense or the head of the appropriate Federal agency may jointly
sslebllsh amechenism for the availablllly and review of records by the Secretary of Veterana Affalre under subparagraph (A).

(c) Soclal Workers- The National Center shall employ not less than one licensed clinical social worker to coordinate access of individuals 1o
Iappropn'ate Fadoral, State, and local social and heallhcare programs and to handle case management,

(d) Reimbursement for Necessary Travel and Room and Board- The Natlonal Center shall reimburse any Individual participaling in a sludy
pursuanl to subsectlon (b), and any parent, guardian, spouse, or sibling who accompanies such individual, for the reasonable cost of—

(1) travel to the National Center for participation in such study; and

l(2) room and board during the period in which such individual is participating in such study al the National Center.

() Report- Not less frequently then annually, the National Center shall submit a repart to Congress on the functions of the National Cenler
during the year precading the submittal of the report thal includes a summary of the research efforts of the Nallonal Center under this
saction thal have basn completed during such year and that are ongoing as of the date of the submitlal of the report.

BEC 4. ADVISORY BOARD.

(a) Establishment- Not later than 180 days afier the dala of the enactmant of Lhis Act, the Secrelary of Vetarana Affairs shall astablish an
advisory beard (in this section referred lo as the ‘Advisory Board')—

1(1) to adviss the National Genler established under saclion 3;

(2) to determine which health conditions result from exposure to toxic eubslances; and

(3) to sfudy end evaluate cases of exposure of current and former members of the Armed Forcas lo toxic subslances if such exposure is
related the service of lhe member in the Armed Fosces.

{b) Membership-

(1) COMPQOSITION- Not later than 120 days after the date of the enactment of this Adt, lhe Secretary of Velerans Affairs shall, in
consullation with the Secretary of Health and Human Servicas, the Direclor of ihe Natlonal institute of Environmental Heallh Sciences, and
plher heads of Federal agencles as the Secretary of Velerans Affairs delermines appropriale, select not fess Lhan 13 members of the
Advisory Board, of whom—

'(A) nol less then three shall be members of organizations exempt from taxalion under section 501 (¢)(18) of the Intemal Revenue Code of
l19!36;

(B) not less than one shall be—

(1) @ descendant of an individual who was exposed to toxlc substances whila serving as a8 member of the Armed Forces and the descendant
hes manifested a birth defact or functional disabilily as a result of the exposure of that individual; or

(i|) a parent, child, or grandchild of that descendant; and

(C) additional members may be selacted from among—

(1) health profassionals, sclentists, and academics with expertise In—

(1) birth defects;

(I1) developmenial disabilities;

(1) epigenatics;

(V) public heallh;

(V) the sclsnce of environmenial expasure or environmental 8Xposure egsessment;

(V1) Ihe science of {oxic sdbslances; or

(Vll) medical and research ethics;

(i) soclal workers; and

(iil) advocates for veterans or members of lhe Armed Farces.

(2) CHAIRPERSON- The Secretary shall select a Chairperson from among the members of the Advisory Board

(3) TERMS- Each mamber of lhe Advisory Board shall serve a lerm of two or three years as determined by the Secretary

(c) Dulies-

(1) ADVISORY ROLE WITH RESPECT TO THE NATIONAL CENTER- Wilh respect lo tha Nalional Cenler eslablished under section 3, the
Advisory Board shall—

'(A) oversee and assess the work of the National Center; and

(B) advise the Secratary of Veterans Affairs on—

{i) issues related to the resesrch conductad at the Nalional Center; end

(I|) the particular benefits and aervices required by the descendants of individuals exposed to toxic subslances while serving as members of
Iha Armed Forces.

(2) DETERMINATION THAT HEALTH CONDITIONS RESULTED FROM TOXIC EXPOSURE- The Advisory Board shall determine which
heallh conditions In descendants of Individuals exposed to toxic subsiances while serving as membars of the Armed Forces are health
conditions that resulted from the exposure of that individual o that toxic substance for purposes of eligibility of those descendants for
medical care under section 1781 of titie 38, United States Code

(3) STUDY AND CONSIDERATION OF TOXIC SUBSTANGE EXPOSURE CLAIMS-

(A) IN GENERAL- The Advisory Board shall study and evaluate claims of exposure to toxic substances by current and former membars of
the Armed Forces (hat Is related to the service of the member In the Armed Forces.

(B) SUBMISSION OF CLAIMS- Claims of exposure described In subparagraph (A) may be submitled to lhe Advisory Board in such form
land in such manner a8 the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may require by any of the fallowing Individuals or entities:

(1) A member of the Anmed Forces.

tll) A velsran.

{lii) A deacendant of a member of the Armed Forces.

(iv) A descendant of a veteran.

{v) A veterans advacacy group.

;(vi) An officlal of the Department of Veterans Affairs with responsibility or experience moniloring the heallh of current and former members of
the Ammed Forces

'(vli) An official of the Depariment of Defense with responsibliity or experience monltoring the health of current and former members of the
Amned Forces,

(C) CONSIDERATION OF CLAIMS- Not later than 180 days after recsiving a clalm submilted pursuani to subparagraph (B), the Advisory
Board shall consider the claim and take one of the following actions:
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(i) If the Advisoiy Board delermines thal exposure Lo a loxic subslance occurred o a degrea that an individual exposed (o that substance
may have or develop a medical condition thet would qualify that individual for health care or compensation from the Department of Velarans
Affelrs or the Deparlment of Defense, the Advisory Board shall submit to the Secretary of Velerans Affairs a reporl described in
subparagraph (D).

(ii) If the Advisory Board delermines that further conslderation of the claim Is necessary lo adequately assess the extent of exposure, the
Advisory Board ehall refer tha clalm to the National Center established undar section 3 to conduct further research and report its findings to
the Advisory Board.

(iil) If the Advisory Board delermines that exposure to a toxic substance did nol occur, Ihe Advisory Board shall repart such determination 1o
the Secretary of Veterans Affalrs.

kD) REPORT- If the Advisory Board makes a determination under subparagtaph (C)(i), the Advisory Board shall submit to the Secretary of
;Veterans Affalrs a reporl thal contains lhe following:
(1) Evidence used by the Advigory Board In meking Ihe determination under subparagraph (C)(i), including, if apprapriats, the following:

(I} Sclentific research.

'(ll) Pear-rovlewed articles from scientific joumals relating to exposure to toxic substancas.

(1) Medical research conducted by ihe Department of Velerans Affairs, the Department of Defenss, or the medical communily.

(ll) Recommendations on the extent to which the Department of Velerans Affairs or the Department of Defense should provide health cars,
bener ts, or ather compensalion with respect to exposure Lo a toxic substance to the following individuals:

(I) An indlvidual exposed lo & toxic substance as determined under subparagraph (C)(i).

(II) A descandant of that Individual,

(iii) Informatlion on cost and altributable exposure, as defined in regulations prescribad pursuant to this Act.

(E) PUBLICATION OF EVIDENCE-

(I) IN GENERAL- Except as provided in clause (il), the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Regisler the avidence described In clause (i} of
subparegreph (D) that is submitted with the report required by thet subparagraph,

(li) EXCEPTION- Such evidance may not be published If Ihe Secrelary datermines thal preventing such publication—

(1) I8 In the natlonal security interest of lhe United Stales; or

(il} protects ihe privacy intaresis of individuals exposed (o toxic subslances

(F) SUBPOENA AUTHORITY- Tha Advisory Board may raquira by subpoena the attendance and testimony of witnesses necessary to
Icansider claima of exposure to toxic substances under this paragraph.

tG] COOPERATION OF FEDERAL AGENCIES- The head of each relevant Fedsral agency, including the Administrator of the
'Enwronmantal Protection Agency, shall coopsrate fully with the Advisory Baard for purposes of considering clalms of exposure to toxic
substances under this paragraph.

:(d) Mestings- The Advisory Board shall meet al ths call of the Chair, bit not less fraquently than semlannually

(e) Compensation-

(1) IN GENERAL- The members of the Advisory Board shall serve without compansation.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES- The members of lhe Advisory Board shall be allowed travel expenses, Including per dlsm In lieu of subsistencs, al
rates authorlzed for employees of agencies under subchapter | of chapter 57 of litle 5, United States Code, while awsy from their homes or
regular places of business in the perfarmanca of services for the Advisory Board.

{f} Personnel-

(1) IN GENERAL- The Chairperson may, without regard lo the civil service laws and regulations, appoint an executive directar of Ine
Advisory Board, who shall be a civilian employes of lhe Department of Velerans Affairs, and such olher personnel as may be necessary lo
‘'enable the Advisory Board to perform ils duties

(2) APPROVAL- Tho appointment of en executive direclar under paragraph (1) shall be subjecl lo appraval by the Advisory RBoard

(3) COMPENSATION- The Chairperson may fix the compensation of the execulive director and olher personne! wilhoul regard lo the
pVOVISIDns of chapter 51 and subchapter [l of chapter 53 of tlile 6, United States Code, axcept Ihat the rate of pay for the execulive director
and olher personnel may not exceed the rata payable for level V of the Executive Schedule under section 5316 of such title,

SEC §. DECLASSIFICATION BY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OF CERTAIN INCIDENTS OF EXPOSURE OF MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES.

(a) In General- The Secrelary of Defense may declassify documents related lo any known incident in which nol less than 100 members of
the Armed Forces were exposad o a toxic substance thet resulted in at least one case of a disability ihat a member of the medicai
profession has determined to be assoclated with that tox!c substance

(b) Limitation- The declassification aulhorized by subsection (a) shall be limited to informalion necessary for an Individual who was
potentlally exposed to a toxic substancs fo determine the following:

(1) Whether (hat individual was exposed (o that toxic substance.

(2) The potential severity of the exposure of ihat individual to that toxic substance.

(3) Any polential health conditions that may heve resulled from exposure lo that foxic subsiance.
(c] E lon- The Secretary of Defl Is not required to declassify d is if tha § y determines that dectassification of those

dowmants would malerially and immadiately threalen tha secuity of the Uniled States,
SEG 6. NATIONAL OUTREACH CAMPAIGN ON POTENTIAL LONG-TERM HEALTH EFFECTS OF EXPOSURE TO TOXIC

SUBSTANCES BY MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND THEIR DESCENDANTS.

iThe Secretary of Velerans Affalrs, the Secrelary of Health and Human Services, and the Secretary of Defense shall jointly conduct &
palional outreach and education campalgn directed towards members of the Armed Forces, veterans, and lhelr family members to
communicate the following information:

{1} Information on—

(A) incidents of exposure of membars of the Ammed Forces to toxic substances;

(B) health conditions resulling from such exposure; and

(C) the potential long-term affects of such exposure on Lhe individusals exposad lo those substances and the descendants of ihoss
individuals.

(2) Information on the Natlonal Center establlshed under section 3 of this Act for indlviduals ellglble ia participate (n studies conducted at the

Nalional Canter.
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