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Mr. BLUMENIHAL (for hlm8all, Mr MORAN, and Mr BEOICH) ¡ntmduæd the following bjlli which wss r€Ed tw¡ce md r€{sr€d to the
CommittBe on V€teEns' Alfalrs

ll4th Congress: We're updating w¡th nevr data as it becomes available

"'\ ffA¿R M tt ú \'A / /

Research Actof 2074 - U.S. Con... Page I of 4

lssffiB

A BILL

To esl€blish in lhE D€psrlment of Vsler€ns Affa¡rs a nal¡onal cenlsrforr€s€arch on lho díagnosls €nd lrealrnont ot heâllh condlllono of lho
desændanls of veloraß uPos€d to toxic subslsnæs durlng sgru¡ce ¡n th6 Armsd Foræs, lo oÊtsbllsh €n advisory board on exposurs to
loxic aubstân6s, End for olhsr purposes

Be it enacted by lhe Senale and Hotrie ol Repesonlaîves ol the Untled Statel oÍ Amørica ¡n Congtass alsambtêd,
Secrto¡¡ r. sHoRT TlrLE.

fh¡s Acl mây bs c¡t6d æ ths'Tox¡c Erposurê Resarch Acl of2014,,
9EC.2. DEFtN|T|ONS.

ln lhís Ac{:

(1)AR['lEo FORCE- The têrm'Amed Fqæ'mesns the Uniled Slet€s Amy, Nevy, Marlne Corp!, Alr Foræ. or Coast cuard, ¡nctuding the
îesoNo mmponânls lh6æof.

{2) DESCENDANT- Tt€ tem 'desc€ndant' mêBns, wilh respecl to m indivlduel, lhe b¡ologiæl chlld, grsndchild, or grest-grsndchild of lhat
lndfvldual

13) TOXIC SUBSTANCE- The tem ',tox¡c subslanæ' sh8ll hsve lhe meanlng g¡v€n that tem by ù8 s8crelsry of v€ter€ns Alslfs and shail
jnclude sll subslsnæs lhet hsve bæn prov€n Þy peor revlewsd sclsnlitic r€sgarch or a prepondêr6næ of op¡n¡on in tho mediæl æmmunity
to læd lo di8êbllitl6s r6lel€d to lhe 6xposur6 ol 6n indivldual to lhoso subst€ncas whila aeruing ss a m€mber ol lh€ Amed Foræs
i4) VETERAN- lhe tem 'vetsEn'has the meqning g¡v€n thet l€rm ln e€ctlon 101 of tits 30, unit€d st8t€s cods.
SEC. 3. ¡¡ATIOI'¡AL CENTER FOR RESEARCH ON THE OIAGI,JOSIS AND TREATMENT OF HEALTH CONDITIONS OF THE
OESCENDANTS OF INDIVIDUALS ÊXPOSEO TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES DURINO SERVICE IN THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) Nåtionâl CBnl€r-
(1) lN GENERAL- Not later than ono y€sr aR€r lhe date of lhe trælment ofth¡s Act, the secrslary ofV€l€rans Affaks shall, ln ænsulteilon
w¡lh tlìs âdvlsory board 6st€bll8håd und€r êecllon 4, ssl€ct s medlælænl€r ol th6 Dspsrtment of V€t8rans Alalß to sflê Ês ths nâtional
ænlorfor resosrch on lhÊ dlagnosiE and trætmBnt of heallh qdlt¡ons ol desændmts of lndivldHl8 expos8d to ioxlc subsl8næs while
swing ae membas of lhe Armed Føæs lh8l sre r€let€d to lhat exposure (ln thi8 6edlon relêred to a6lÌÉ ,Nailonsl C6nte/).
(2) cRITERIA FOR SELECTION-'Ihe National C€nts'€hsll b€ sâlecl€d und6¡ pangrsph (1 ) from among mådiël c€nlors of the
DoParlrnent wilh oxperll36 ln dlagnos¡ng and lrealing functimsl and structuEl b¡rth dÊf€cls end Ëring for ind¡v¡dual6 oxpoæd to loxio
lubetenæs, q lhat ere smllatsd w¡th rssoarch m€diæl ænt6ß tr t€achlng hosplt€lB wilh suc¡ gxp6rllso, that sâek to bê s€l€ct€d under th¡s
'e6c1lon,

1b) Rssårch-
(l) lN GENERAL- The Nalional Canler mey conducl recserch on lhe dlagnoêls and tr€etment of healh oondiilons of dæcsndants of
lndlvldualê åxposed to loxlc gubslqncgs whils s€Ning aô m6mbEE of lh€ Amed ForæE th6t åþ r€lal€d to lhat axposure.
(2) sTuolEs- ln ønducling r6êé4rcñ underpsEgr6ph (1), th€ NationEl cent6¡ sh8ll study lndlvlduâls, st the elsctim of tho tndivldual, for
wfþm ths Socrgtary hag mods one of lh€ follwing d6tsmlnatloß:
lA)(l) The hdlvldual ls a dsffifìdÉnl ot€n lndivlduål who ssilad a8 a m€mbef ot Ú16 Arm€d FofæE;
(i¡) 8uc¡ m€mborwas sxposad to â (üic substsnæ whllg €orying æ a memÞar of lhe Armed Ftr6; and
lüi) sudl dasændânt is amlctsd wllh a h€alth condltlon thal ls d€tüm¡nsd by ths sdvlsory board established in ssction 4 to b€ â heâlth
øndillon lÀat roodtB from the sxpcuro of sudì m€mbBr lo ruch toxic aub8lsru.
(BXi) Tlþ hdivlduelwâs BxpoEed lo a toxlo substanæ while soru¡ng ss s m€mb€r of the Amsd FoÞs; snd
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Text of 5.2738 as Introcluoed in Senate: Toxic Exposure Research Act of 2014 -

(n) such indrv¡duål rE sflidod wih e hsalh ænditlon lhÊt is d€l€minsd by ths âdvisry bosrd establ¡sh€d Ìn secl¡on 4 to be I heellh
bondillon thst results from lhe exposure ol sudt fndlvldual to sæh loxlc subst€næ.
(3) USE OF RECORD9.
(A) lN GENERAL-'flþ secætary of Dêf€ns€ or th€ tÞâd of e Fêd€El sg€ncl may mske svailsble to the Ss€tary of V€temne Affairs for
¡€vlsw reærds held by the oeparlmsnt ol Defenss, sn Amsd Force, or thal FedeÞl a0oncy, ss spproprlâte, that m¡ght esrist the Sècr€tary
'dV€têËns Aff€lrs ln máktng thê dot€rmlnâtions roquired by pa¡ágraph (2).
(B) MECHANISM- Ths Sffiláry of Vel€r€nô Affelrs 8nd tho S€cr€lsry of o€l€nse or lhe frad of the approprlalo Federal agency may ioinlly'eslâbllsh a m€clìanlsm for lho ava¡lablll(y and ßv¡sw otrffirds by lho Sssottry of Vet€rsns Aff8lrs under subpår8gråph (A)

ic) Soclsl WorkeE-Th€ Nationsl Cenl€r shâll€mploy not le8s lh6n om li@nsd cl¡ni€lsoc¡alwortetlo @rdinat€ mgss ot individuals lo

¡ppropfisto Fadsrsl, stalo, and lml sociel ând hesllh@e progrâmg snd to handle €ss msnsg€menl.
{d) Reímbursmônt ttr Neæseery lEvel md Ræm ild Ború Tho Nallonal center shall re¡mburse any Indivldu6l parilolp¿tlng in a otudy
puEuml to 6ubsgctlm (b), and any parsnt, guardlân, spouæ, ff sbl¡ng wño aæompå¡i6s such ¡ndiv¡dual, for ths E$onâble øsl of-
11 ) travel to lh€ NÊt¡onal C€nt€r for pårlic¡påt¡dl in such Btudy; ild
12) mm md board durirE tho ptriod inwhich sucñ ¡ndlv¡du8l Is prtlclpal¡ng ln 8uch str¡y at lhe Natlonål Cênt€r.
(e) Report- Ncû lss frêqwnlly lhsn trnually, he f.letioßl Conlêr shall subm¡t E r€port to congreæ m lhe functìons ol th€ Nslionål contsr

brnitlal oflhê rePort thal ¡ncludor a sunmsry ollhe €seerch efods of lhs Nsllonel C€nt€r under lh¡s
d during such yssr sndthel aß ongoing aB oftho dâto of the submltlal ol the report.

(8) Estsbll6hment- Not laler lhan 180 days off€r the dato of lhe trælmsnt of lhls Acrt, thê Seqotery of V€t€râns Al€irs shall êstsbllsh an
adv¡$ry board (¡n thls Escl¡m ref€red lo 8s th€ ,Advisory Bærd,F
('l) to adv¡se lhe Nålional Cênt€r esteblished under sctim 3;
(2) to dot€m¡m whlfi hoalth ændiilons Þsull fiom exposurc to tox¡c substonæs; ánd
(3) lo sludy ånd €vsluâle ce6es of dposw of ergnl Bnd fm€rm€mb€fs of th€ Am€d Fore8 to toxic subs(snæE if Euch oxposurg is
Elsted the ssrulæ ol the mflb€r in lhe Armed Forcos.

ib) Membs16hlp-

(l ) COMPOSITION- Nol lelêr lhen 120 days sfter thê dsle of the €naclmont ol th¡E Acl, the Secrotsry of Vel€rsns Affe¡rs shsll, ¡n
þmsult€tion wllh lhe sffislqy ot HeElth úd Hmsn Swlæs, lhe Dhector olllì€ Nâtlonâl lnsilluto of Envkonmsnlal Hsallh sd€næs, snd
blher h€ads ol Fed€El 8g€nolos ss lhe Seca€tary ofVôtorane AlaiE delÊmlnes âpprepr¡âte, set6cl nol l6ss lhan l3 mflbqß of lh.
Adv¡sory Bosrd, ofwhom-
tA) mt les lhan tlræ shall b€ msmboß of orgsliz8llons gxêmpl from låxallon undor secl¡on 501(cXl9) of ths lntsmal Rwênuo Code of
'teæ;
(B) not less lhEn om sh€llb3-
(l) a deso€ndent of sn lnd¡vidualwhowsB sxpos€d to tqlc oubslsnæs wh¡l€ sôrv¡ng ss e memb€r ot thB Armôd Foræs €nd lho desændent
hes manlåsled å bilh d€loct orturct¡on8l dsabitity ss e reslt of lhs €xposuro of rhat ¡nd¡vidual; or

hi) I psr6nt, cùlld, or grrdchild of thBt d8sffidsnt; end
(C) additimsl mgmbo6 msy bs 6€lect€d frcm amono-
(l) hoâllh profoss¡onâls, sclmtists, and rud€miG with qpsrllss ¡n-
(l) birth d€fecls;

(ll) dov€lopmenlal d¡sabililies;

(lll) epis€mllæ;

ilV) public heailh;
(V) the sclsnce of env¡rcffnênlal êxposuÞ tr envirtrmerlal expo8uf€ assessmtrti
(Vl) lh6 sc¡onæ ol toxic subslances; or
(Vll) mediælend mæarch elh¡€l
l¡t) eoclalwqftersi m¿
(i¡l) âdvoÉtes ltr vot€fsns or m€mb€rs ol lhe Amed Forces.

12) CHAIRPERSON- Th€ S€solary shall slæl e Cteirpsrson from among the memb€rs ol tho Advisory Board
(3) TERMS- Eæh mamber of lhe Adv¡sory Bosrd shâll sery€ e leÍm ot two or lhree yeaß as detemined by lho Særêtary
(c) Dulias-

(1) ADVISORY ROLE WTH RESPECT TO THE NATIONAL CENTER- Wlh r€sped to tho Nat¡onat Cent€r eotabtlshed und€r sætion g, thê
Advisory Board shell-
lA) ovwsæ and assêss úìe wqk of lhs Nalioml Cenls; and
(B) edv¡se tho Ssq€tary of Votsrsns Affâirs on-
{i) ¡6sues felålod to ho rgseercJì ømud€d åt lho Nstional Cml6lì md
lli) lha particul€r b€nelits and seryiæs r€quired by lhe desqdsnts of indiv¡duals expos€d to toxic subslancês whìle ssNlng as m€mbefs of
lho Am€d Forces,

iz¡ oerenuttuloN THAT HEAI-TH CONDITIONS RESULTED FROM TOXTC EXpOSURE- Tha Advisory Boafd shail derefmine whtch
håê¡lh condltions ln desændanls of lnd¡v¡du8ls exposÊd to loxic subslanæs whils sorulng as membêrè of th€ Armed ForæE are hesllh
conditions thet resulled lrom ths åxpo8ure of (hât lnd¡viduel to thst loxlo subotam lor purpose8 ot ellgibilily of lhoss des€ndanls for
,medical c€r€ undor sectlon 1781 of illlê gB, Un¡l€d Stâl6s Cod€
(3) STUDY AND CONSTDERATTON OF TOXTC SUESTANCE EXPOSURE Ct¡tMS_
ie¡ lru celtenel- ftre Advlsory Boerd sh8ll sludy snd evsluEte clsims of exposure to tox¡c substanæs by cuff€nt ând fomer memb6rs of
thê Arm€d Foræs lhal ls ßleted to tho gorv¡cs of lhs member ln ûE Amed Foræs.
(B) SUBMISSIoN oF CLAIMS' clalms of exposum descrlbed ln subpamgrsph (A) may bs submltl€d to tho Adviæry Board in such fom
ind in swh manner as lhg S€crôtêry of Ve(erâng Af6irs måy r€quiro by Êny ofths followlng lnd¡vldrsls or enlili6s:
{l) A m€mb€r ol lhs Aínod Forcâs.
(ll) A våt6rgn.

f¡¡i) A ds8condfft of a membtr ot lhs Armod Forc€s.

l¡v) A dogc€ndsnt Ot a vstoron.
(v) A våterans sdvo€cy grøp.
Ivi) An officlsl ol tha oeperlm€nl ot V€¡orens Añaiß wlth fsspon8ibility or expår¡enæ monitoring the heellh of cfiont end fomer rn€nbåE ot
the Amôd Foræg

Ivli) An oñidal ot h€ OeP€dmsnt of D6fen6€ wllh respmsiblllty or€xpsrlsnæ monltorlng lh€ h€slth of orenl and former m€mbtrs of tho
Amed Fcæs.
(C) CONSIDERATION OF CLAIMS- Nol låtsr thm l8O dsys âller raæiving a clslm subrnltted pursuant to subpåragråph (B), the Advlsory
Eoard shsfl consider ths clsim snd taks one ot lhå folloílng acilons:
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Text of 5.2738 as Introduced in Senate: Toxic Exposure Research Act of 2014 - U.S. Con,.. Page 3 of 4

l¡) ll ths Adv¡sory Eoard d€t€m¡nos lhat expcu€ to a loxic Eubsl€rc€ o@red lo a degre€ thst sn indiv¡dual exposed to thal substanæ
m8y hevê ot develop s medical @ndltim lhêl wwld qu8lify lh€t ¡ndivldu8l lor hsalth €rô or @mpsNatlon frcm th€ Dopsrtment of Veterans
hffslß or lhe DeparÛnsnl ol Oelens, tlìa Adv¡sory Bmrd shÊll eubmit lo lhe seqelsry ot V€terens Affaiß s reporI described ¡l
pubpEßgraph (D).

(ii) F thÊ Advlsory EoErd d€l€rmires thatturthsr ænsldoratlon ot lho clêlm lB næBsary lo edequatsly sssess the uttrt of oxposure, lhe
Advlsqy Bosrd shell relêr lhs clskn to thê Nat¡onEl Cont6roâlobliohêd und€r Eâct¡m 3 to cddud furthê¡ r6sesrch ând rôporl its Jindings to
theAdv¡sry Boerd.

,(i¡,) lf tip Advlsory Bærd d8tsrm¡m8 lhat sxposufo lo a loxíc 8ub61sm dld nol occur, lhs AdvlÉory Board shail report suclì dstermlns¡on to
lhe Seuelery ofVeter€ns Afalß.
to) Rgponr' lrt¡e ndvlsofy Boerd m8kês s d€t€m¡nalion undrr subp8ragrâph (cxi), the Adv¡sory Board shEll submil to tha ssælary of
VêlêËns Affaks € repod thal æntEins lhs lollorùing;

il) Evid€nc€ ussd by lhs Advl0ory Bo€rd ln msklng lhe dotemination und€r subpars0ßph (CXi), includtng, if Eppropr¡ste, lhe f,â[iling:
(l) Scl€nlifc roge6rch

(ll) Peq{6vl6rôd ârt¡dos frm sc¡enl¡lic¡oumBl6 r€lating to exposure lo lox¡c sub6lams
(lll) Msdical rsearch ondwt€d by lh€ oêpârtn€ntof v€ter€ns Afiairc, ths Dspartmffl of Def€nse, or lho medlælmmmunity.
(ll) Rocornmsndatþno on lha extsnt lo whlch lhÊ Dopartmfft of V€tsts Affairs or th€ D€psrtmont of DBbns should províde h€Elth æË,
b€nol¡t6, on w¡lh r€sp€d to exposure to a loxic substanca to the follow¡ng indiv¡dusls:

lf¡ an inO tqlc substonæ ss d€t€rmlned urxtor subpsEgmph (CXi).

In¡ n øs tdut,
Iiii) lnfmâllon on øEt and åtlributeblo expoBu€, ss delìnÊd in r€gul€tions presqib€d puEuantto th¡s Act
(Ê) PUDLTCATTON OF EV|DENCE-
(l) lN GENERAL- Exc€pt as providsd in dEUso (il), the semtary shall publlsh in lhe Fedeml Reg¡sler the €v¡dence described tn clause (¡) of
bubpsEgraph (D) that i8 sub.n¡tt€d with lhe feptrt rsqu¡rod by thst súp€Ég'sph.
(l¡) EXCÊPTION' such svidsrce may not be publlshsd Í lho Soøelary dolormines thal preventing such publiæt¡on-
ll) ls ln the n€üonal seqr¡ty lntôresl ot ltp LJnlted Etâleq or

a lhe atlsndsnce and t€stimony ofwilnessgs necagsary to

F€d€El ag€ncy, ¡ncluding lho Admlnislrslor ot lho

Fnv¡ronmonlål Protæ{lon Agoncy, shallmp€rd€ n¡[y whh thoAdvlsory Boord lor purposos of conslderlng ctdms of expo8u€ to toxtc
Substeres undtr th¡s perÊgraph

ld) Ms€tings- Tha Advisory Eoard shall meêt at lhe ëll of ho Ch€ir, but rct t€ss fr€qumily th€n semlsnnually
(s) CornpenEEtiffi-

ll) lN GENERAL-lhs m€mb€rs of the Añlsory Board shEil safir€ w¡thilt cmp€nsation
(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES-TlÞ mêmb€rs of lhs Adv¡sory Board s¡ìsll be ãllowed lravel sxponsEs, ¡ncludlng p€rdlsm ln llêu of subslsl€ncs, ât
'lEt€8 Êuhorlzod loremploy€€s ofagêncies undsr Bubclìapter I of€hsptâr 57 of titlo 6, Unlted stsleâ Cod€, whilô Måy from lh€¡Í homes d
legulr plaæs ol bus¡nss in lh€ pêrfomarc€ of s€Riæs tor tho Advisory Boerd
(0 P€Eomef-
(1) lN GENERAL- lìe Choirperson msy, without regsrd lo the civil service lrys ând regutations, åppoint an executivo dtroctor of lhe
Advktry Bo*d, who shall bs I c¡vilisn €mploy6Ê of th€ Oeparlm€nt of V€tsrsns Afa¡rs, and such olh€r peßoms¡ as flay b€ nsæssary to
'enable lhe Advlsry Board lo perfom ils duties
(2)APPROV L-Thoappoinlmontofonex€culived¡reclorundtrp¡ragr€ph(1)sh¿llb€sub¡ectloapprovalbyth6AdvísoryBoa(l
(3) coMPENSATION- The Chsirp€ræn may ñx the æmp€ns€tim qf ths ex€el¡ve dlrætor ¿nd othêr p€rsonnslw¡thrul rôgsrd to lhg
provisiqìs of chBpt€r 51 8nd subch6pl€r lll of chspt€r 53 of tltle 6, Unit€d states Cod€, ôxcept lhst ths rate ot pay tor ths €x€cutivo director
6nd olher porsomsl may not orcâed th€ rat€ payablâ lor lÊvsl V ot tl€ Exrtire Schedula under sætion å316 qf such tiile
SEC.5. DECI.ASSIFICATION BY DEPARTTEI{T OF DEFENSE OF CERTAIN INCIDENTS OF EXPOSURE OF MEMBERS
OF THE ARIIED FORCES TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES.

(a) ln Gileral Tho Særelsry ol Delense mây declassify dodments Íelated to any knom incident in which nol fess than 10o membeß of
ttþ Am€d Foræs wors axPosod lo e tox¡c rubslam¡ lhal r$ulted in sl læst qe €s€ of a disabiìlty lh8t a m€mber of lha medlæl
prof€sion hae dolêminod to be a6sælalod wíth thst toxlc aubstârco
(b) L¡mitatim- The decls6sit¡ætion aulhorizd by subs€clion (a) shsll bo lim¡t€d tô infomÊtion necessary for ân lnd¡vldusl who was
¡rctentlslly oxposed to a loxlc subslÊn€ lo dåt6mim th8 followirE:
(l) l4ñethor thst individuslwÉs sxpossd (o lhst toxic substam.
(2) Th€ potenlial sôverity of ths éxposure of lhât ¡ndiv¡dul to lhal tox¡e subetam
T3) Any polenliál h6allh ærìditkÏls thet may hâv€ resulted from €xposure (o thst foxic subslanæ.

dêl€rm¡nes lhat dsclassifiæl¡on of those

EFFECTS OF EXPOSURE TO TOXIC
SUBSTANCES BY HETEERS OF THE ARTED FORCES AND THEIR DESCEI{DANT8.

ilho 
Ssetary of V6lerÊn8 Afialrs, thê Socrolsry of Hê6lth srìd Human soryic€s, End ths Sesst€ry of Defênse shalljoinily 6ndud a

¡Elionâl outrosctì end sd@uon æmpalgn dlrætêd lowsrds m€mb€ß ollhe Am6d Fdæs, vet€rÉns, and thelr famlly members to
communi€te tha bllowing ¡nÍomation:

i'l ) lnfomatis on-
IA) írcidonts ol €xpæwe ot m€mbtrs of ths Amêd For€s lo toxic substares:

lB) h8âlth ffidlllons r€sullino from such exposure; and
(c) lhe potonUål long-(em ofocls of sæh exposwo m lhe indivldu6ls exposed to thos subslanæs and the descondsnts ot lhoso
¡nd¡v¡dusls.

(2) lnfom8llon on the NatlmslCenttr €Elsbllshed und€r sætlm 3 of lhl8 Actfor lndlvlduals êllolbla to p8rtlclpato ln studi€s únduc1€d at ûe
Nalional C€nl€r.
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