
  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
“As advisors to the San Diego County Board of Supervisors, the Mission of the Emergency 

Medical Care Committee is to be an advocate for the community through the development of 
strategies for continuous improvement of the emergency medical services system.” 

 
 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE COMMITTEE (EMCC) 
Education/Research Subcommittee 

6255 Mission Gorge Road, San Diego, CA  92120 
Linda Rosenberg, Chair – Sharon Carlson, Vice-Chair 

Monday, May 16, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  
IN ATTENDANCE             

Members        County Staff 
 
Abbott, Stephen – District 5      Haynes, M.D., Bruce 
Green, Katy – District 1      Metz, R.N., Marcy 
Rice, Mike – SD County Ambulance Association   Wolchko, Janet I. (Recorder) 
Rosenberg, R.N., Linda – Emergency Nurses Association  
Wells, R.N., Chris – Base Hospital Nurse Coordinators  
          
Agency Representatives      
           
Contreras, Leto – AMR/RM 
Vilke, M.D., Gary – UCSD/Carlsbad Fire 
Yates, Judith – Hospital Association of San Diego/Imperial County 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
I. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS     
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Linda Rosenberg called the meeting to order at 10:03 am.  
 
Announcements: 

 Andy Parr has joined the EMS staff as a temporary professional fire liaison with County 
Fire Authority.  

 
 
 

NICK MACCHIONE, FACHE 
AGENCY DIRECTOR 
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 It is national EMS week.  Marcy Metz thanked everyone for their participation in the EMS 
System.  The Board of Supervisors issued a proclamation for EMS Week honoring the 
responders, hospitals and EMS partners.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
II.  PUBLIC COMMENTS/PETITIONS 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

There were no public comments or petitions received. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

A motion was made by Chris Wells, seconded by Katy Green to approve the April 18, 
2016 EMCC Education/Research Subcommittee minutes.  Motion carried. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
IV. COMMUNITY PARAMEDICINE (CP) PILOT UPDATES  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Carlsbad Update – Gary Vilke, MD  
1. There are no new enrollments. 
2. Carlsbad met with Kaiser regarding the patients over 65 exclusion, Kaiser and Medicare 

plans and payment. 
3. Some patients are evaluated, treated and decide to self-transport with their own private 

vehicle to a medical facility.  Dispositioning of Kaiser Patients and follow-up at non 
Kaiser Facilities is being determined by the State.  

4. The Carlsbad State site project visit will be conducted the end of May. 
 

B. San Diego Update – Leto Contreras 
1. There are currently 36 patients enrolled. 
2. San Diego has launched a ‘burn out survey’ for their Community Paramedics to 

determine their perspective on longevity in this new rule. 
3. The San Diego project State site visit was in March. 
4. The San Diego pilot project is receiving fewer 9-1-1 calls.  Serial inebriated patient 

behavioral changes and referral to services could be a factor.  The housed and elderly 
individuals are receptive to assistance.  

5. 9-1-1 pattern recognition is used for the homeless.  Single room occupancy (SRO), 
disability, Community Information Exchange (CIE), medical and Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) programs were discussed.  Program eligibility determination time has 
shortened due to insurance sign up through 211.  Healthy San Diego reviews data for 
San Diego trends in enrolling eligible individuals. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
V. ADVISORY COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS AND QUESTIONS 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Discussion topics: 

 County Mental Health funding and accepting unfunded patients, transport directly to 
County Mental Health (CMH) and patients with Medical clearance sent to the emergency 
department (ED). 

 County is looking at the acute psychiatric patients, vacant beds and staffing of beds.  
San Diego has three (3) Institute Mental Deficiency (IMD) free standing psychiatric 
hospitals, County Hospital, Sharp Mesa Vista and Aurora.  

 Discussion of psychiatric patient’s medical care in the ED and treatment.  Community 
based services and funding, insurance coverage, medical and managed care, and 
funding of acute care and post-acute care were mentioned. 
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 Tri-City and Palomar are opening Crisis Stabilization Units (CSU) in July using 
ambulance transports to CSUs as an alternate destination. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
VI. STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

There were no updates.  Judith Yates commented on the possibility that the State might add or 
extend the pilot projects and legislation.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
VII. ADJOURNMENT/NEXT MEETING  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 am. 
Next meeting is June 20, 2016. 
 


