
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Medical Director’s Update for Base Station Physicians’ Committee 

September 2015 
 
 
Congratulations to Jim Dunford. Dr. Dunford was this year’s recipient of the 
national American College of Emergency Physicians Outstanding Contribution in 
EMS award.  
 
The Prehospital Assessment final report identified areas for advancement. A 
common issue heard from our community stakeholders was the need for an IT 
system suitable for our large and complex EMS system. A Request for Information 
(RFI) for an IT system has been posted, and closes on September 18th.  
 
Quarterly Reporting: a letter will go out shortly regarding Quarterly Reporting of 
Ambulance Response Times.  
Who should measure this:  All Advanced Life Support Ambulance Agencies.  
What to include:  All 911 emergency response runs in which the response mode was 
“lights and sirens” and the primary role of the unit was “transport”. Times are to be 
reported only for transport ambulances for runs in which a patient transport occurred.  
Do not report this response time for non-transport first responders.   
 
Continuous Quality Improvement. County EMS has a contract with base hospitals 
to perform county-wide quality assurance. Issues in patient care, including medication 
errors, need to be reported to the BHNCs so a PAC report can be completed. (S-004, 
S-006 & S-409) If your agency identifies an issue, investigates it and take action such 
as education, this information should be provided to the BHNC and included in the 
PAC report.  
 
The EMS Commission met in San Diego on September 2nd. Regulations addressing 
EMS plan appeals were approved by the Commission and will now go to the Office of 
Administrative Law for final review.  
Firescope: The fireline policy and notification of the LEMSA was discussed. If your 
agency sends a fireline medic out please notify San Diego EMS by emailing Susan 
Smith with the name, P-number, date of deployment and location. This information 
will be entered in WebEOC under “Fireline medic deployment”. Please notify us when 
the fireline medic returns.  
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Tactical EMS curriculum has been developed and will go out for public comment. 
Comments are due September 18th.  
Community paramedicine: Lou Meyer provided an update. All core and site specific 
training has been completed. The baseline data has been submitted. With the 
exception of two sites, all projects have received EMSA and OSPHD approval to 
move forward. The two exceptions are waiting for a few additional pieces but no 
significant delay in implementation is expected. A few sites are up and running and 
the rest should be up soon.  
 
The Health Capacity Task Force will meet September 28th. They will review plan 
with onset of “flu” season. 
 
Heat Plan 
The Heat plan is activated  
Cool centers are activated 
OES has updated their web page and sent out an alert through the county app. 
Call Friday morning at 0800. 
 
2014 was the warmest year on record for San Diego County and the state of 
California. There were 4 heat waves in San Diego County (in May, July, September 
and October) during which the National Weather Service issued Heat Advisories.  
 
We are currently in the 5th heat wave for 2015. 
 

• The number of heat event days doubled from 2013 to 2014 from 7 to 14. 
Today marks our 15th heat event day in 2015 

• The number of patients responded to by paramedics quadrupled from 2013 to 
2014, from 54 to 213. So far this year there were 198 paramedic responses; an 
average of 14.1 per heat event day.  

• Of the 2015 Paramedic calls: 
o 37% were for Dizzy/Weak/Nausea, 24% for Near Syncope/Syncope and 

25% for Heat Injury/Illness 
o 78% were Transported 
o 85% were Mild Status 

 
EMOC Emergency Care Summit is October 15. Registration now open. 
https://www.sdcms.org/PhysicianQuicklinks/UpcomingEvents/SDCMSEvents/Eventinf
o.aspx?sessionaltcd=SDIEGO_ECS_20151015 
 
San Diego Day of Trauma sponsored by Mercy Hospital will be held on November 6, 
2015. November 6, 2015, the statewide Drug Summit on prescription drug abuse will 
take place here in San Diego. 
 
The Annual California Statewide Medical & Healthcare Disaster Exercise 
“SoCalREADI” will take place November 16 -20, 2015.  The County of San Diego –
EMS,theSoCal. 

https://www.sdcms.org/PhysicianQuicklinks/UpcomingEvents/SDCMSEvents/Eventinfo.aspx?sessionaltcd=SDIEGO_ECS_20151015
https://www.sdcms.org/PhysicianQuicklinks/UpcomingEvents/SDCMSEvents/Eventinfo.aspx?sessionaltcd=SDIEGO_ECS_20151015


 
 

 
Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Emergency Medical Services, MICN Records,  
Sept 2014 –Aug 2015   Note: Numbers based on Run Outcomes of Transport by Unit and Transport by Other 
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Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Emergency Medical Services, MICN Records, Aug 2015 
Note: Numbers based on Run Outcomes of Transport by Unit and Transport by Other 



 
Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Emergency Medical Services, MICN Records, Jan 2000 – Aug 2015 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Emergency Medical Services, MICN Records, Jan 2000 –Aug 2015 



 

 
Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Emergency Medical Services, MICN Records, 2000 – 2014 
 
 
 

 
Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Emergency Medical Services, MICN Records, 2000 – 2014 


