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INTRODUCTION

These Protocols define the basic and advanced life support treatment and disposition standards for San
Diego County.

1.

These treatments are listed in sequential order for each condition.
Adherence is recommended.
All skills follow the criteria in the Skills List (P-104)

All treatments may be performed by the EMT (BLS treatments), AEMT and/or paramedic without
an order EXCEPT for those stating "Base Hospital Order (BHO)" or “Base Hospital Physician
Order (BHPO)".
All treatments requiring an order are at the discretion of the Base Hospital providing medical
direction. Standing orders may be implemented at the discretion of the field EMT/A-
EMT/paramedic and may be continued following the initial notification.
Once a complete patient report is initiated:

= All BH orders supersede any standing orders except defibrillation and intubation.

= ALL subsequent medication orders MUST be from that Base (S-415).

BHPO (Base Hospital Physician Order): BHPOs may be relayed by the MICN.

Physician must be in direct voice contact for communication with another physician on scene.
Abbreviations and definition of terms are attached.

All medications ordered are to be administered as described UNLESS there is a contraindication,
allergy or change in condition.

Cardioversion when listed in the protocols is always synchronized.

Personal protective equipment must be used on all patient contacts per provider agency policy
(S-009).

PEDIATRIC SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS:
a. A pediatric patient is defined as appearing to be <15 yo.

b. Pediatric cardioversion is CONTRAINDICATED whenever the defibriliator unit is unable to
deliver <5 joules/kg or equivalent biphasic.

c. Medications are determined by use of length based resuscitation tape; refer to the pediatric
drug chart, P-117. Children >37 kg. use adult medication dosages regardless of age or height.
Neonates involve the base physician.
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