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About This Handbook 
 

The Oral Health Assessment Handbook was developed by the Dental Health Initiative-
Share the Care (DHI-STC) Program and is designed to provide information about the 

oral health assessment requirement to school staff. This handbook and any forms 
referenced in the document are also available online at the County of San Diego Child 

Health and Disability Prevention (CHDP) Program website: www.chdpsd.org. Additional 
oral health information and resources can be found at the DHI-STC website at: 

www.sharethecaredental.org.  
 

For any questions regarding the oral health assessment requirement, reporting, or 
assisting a child in receiving free or low-cost dental or medical care, please call the 

Child Health and Disability Prevention Program at (619) 692-8692. 
 

  

http://www.chdpsd.org/
http://www.sharethecaredental.org/
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Dental Health Initiative-Share the Care 

The Dental Health Initiative-Share the Care (DHI-STC) 
Program is a public-private partnership between the 
County of San Diego Health and Human Services 
Agency, the San Diego County Dental Society, and the 
San Diego County Oral Health Coalition. DHI-STC aim 
to: 1) provide access to emergency dental care for 
qualifying children, and 2) offer information and 
education to professionals, parents, and children to 

foster ongoing preventive dental care. DHI-STC has served San Diego County communities since 
1994. DHI-STC is primarily a grant-funded program and has received recognition for its excellence by 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Dental Association, and the American Dental 
Hygienists’ Association.  

Children’s Oral Health 

The American Academy of Pediatrics states that the number one chronic disease 
affecting young children, early childhood caries (dental decay and cavities), is five times 
more common than asthma, and seven times more common than hay fever. While 
there are many factors that influence a child’s progress and success in school, one of 
the most important is their health. In addition, children need healthy teeth in order to eat 
properly, speak, smile, and feel good about themselves.  

What are the intended impacts of the Oral Health Assessment? 

Dental decay affects nearly two-thirds of California’s children by the 
time they reach third grade. Although caries is easily preventable, it is 
also a progressive infection that does not heal without treatment. If 
dental decay goes untreated, children may develop cavities/infections 
severe enough to require emergency room treatment. Additionally, 
their adult teeth may be permanently damaged. The requirement for 
children entering kindergarten or first grade to have an oral health 
assessment is intended to: 

• Raise awareness of the importance of oral health to overall health and readiness to learn, 
• Connect children with dental professionals who can care for their oral health, 
• Assist in enrolling children in government benefit programs, such as Medi-Cal, 
• Maximize existing systems of care and reimbursement before creating new systems, 
• Identify locally-specific barriers to care to assist communities in responding to their children’s 

oral health needs, and 
• Provide data for further advocacy.  

Remember that this requirement is meant to help children get the oral health care they need to be 
healthy and ready for school. This is a great opportunity for parents and guardians to learn about their 
child’s health. 

Oral Health Assessment Requirement 

According to Children Now, a multi-issue research, policy development, and advocacy organization, 
California ranks near last in the nation on children’s oral health status. 
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To address these disparities, California signed into law the Oral Health Assessment requirement (AB 
1433) in 2005 as a way for schools to help children stay healthy. AB 1433 requires that children 
entering public school for the first time (at kindergarten or first grade) have an oral health assessment 
performed by a California licensed dentist or registered dental hygienist within 12 months prior to or by 
May 31 of the child’s first year in public school. The ultimate goal of the legislation is to connect children 
with a regular source of dental care.  

The California Education Code Section 49452.8 (refer to Appendix A) states that all school districts 
shall submit a report each year to the County Office of Education. The report includes the total number 
of students by school (for which the oral health assessment is required) who: 

• Presented proof of an oral health assessment, 
• Could not complete an oral health assessment due to financial burden,  
• Could not complete an oral health assessment due to lack of access to a licensed dentist or 

registered dental health professional,  
• Did not complete an assessment because their parents or legal guardians did not consent to 

their child receiving the oral health assessment,  
• Are assessed and found to have untreated decay, and 
• Did not return either the oral health assessment or waiver request to the school. 

A parent may obtain an oral health assessment waiver if they cannot find a dental office that takes their 
child’s insurance, cannot afford to pay for the assessment, or chooses not to have their child have an 
oral health assessment. Schools must collect specified data, submit it to their school district, and have 
the school district forward the data to the San Diego County Office of Education (SDCOE) by the end of 
the year (December 31).  

As a reminder, completion of an oral health assessment only includes students who submitted proof of 
completing a dental exam. A waiver of the oral health assessment does not count as complying with the 
requirement.   

Schools Responsibility 

The law requires schools to distribute the Oral Health Assessment Form to parents who are registering 
their child in public school for the first time, in either kindergarten or first grade. Schools must collect the 
Oral Health Assessment Forms by May 31 of the school year and are responsible to report totals to 
their district.    

Schools have the vital role of communicating the importance of oral health to parents and of being 
guardians of the information collected and reported. All reasonable efforts to encourage parents to seek 
a dental check-up for their child and to return the form, regardless of whether or not the evaluation was 
completed, are essential to fulfilling the intent of the legislation. Beyond the requirements of the law, 
schools have historically played an important role in ensuring children are healthy and ready to learn. 
As barriers to oral health care are identified for your school’s children, sharing the data with school 
board members, parent-teacher organizations, community organization, your local dental society and 
local public health agencies, will assist the development of partnerships and strategies to build capacity 
to meet these needs.  

Distribution of Oral Health Assessment Forms 

Schools should distribute Oral Health Assessment forms to parents within the first month of the school 
year. Distribution opportunities include: enrollment days, kindergarten round-up, and back-to-school 
nights.  
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What are parents/guardians expected to do once they receive the Oral Health 
Assessment Form? 

Once parents/guardians receive the Oral Health Assessment Form, they 
should call and schedule an appointment for an exam if their child has 
not received a dental exam within the last 12 months. If their child has 
seen a dentist within the last 12 months, the parent/guardian should call 
the dentist’s office and ask what must be done for the dentist to 
complete the required form based on the child’s last regular exam. If the 
child has seen a dentist within the last 12 months but cannot get the 
dentist to fill out the required form, the parent should at least submit 
some type of documentation that the child has completed a dental exam 

(i.e. dental visit treatment form from the dentist’s office that includes the same information as the Oral 
Health Assessment Form).  

What if a child does not have a regular source of dental care or his/her family 
cannot afford an oral health assessment? 

All children should obtain an oral health assessment from their regular source of dental care, however, 
if a child does not have a regular source of dental care or if their family cannot afford an oral health 
assessment, the following are resources to assist families in completing the assessment: 

• The County of San Diego Maternal, Child, and Family Health Services can help direct families to 
access the Child Health and Disability Prevention Program at (619) 692-8808. 

• A list of Denti-Cal providers along with a list of community dental clinics organized by region 
(North, East, South, and Central) can be accessed online at: www.sharethecaredental.org.  

• The San Diego County Dental Society can make referrals to private dentists. For more 
information call (619) 275-0244. 

• Schools should consider hosting a school sponsored dental screening event. For assistance 
please contact Elizabeth Ferris at (619) 692-8692. 

What if a parent/guardian is unable to get an oral health assessment for their 
child? 

The law recognizes that, under some circumstances, it may not be possible to get the required dental 
check-up for a child. In this case, a parent/guardian may have their child excused from the requirement 
by filling out the bottom portion of the Oral Health Assessment Form. To waive (have the child excused 
from the requirement), the parent/guardian must identify what prevented them from getting the dental 
check-up for the child (i.e. I am unable to find a dental office that will take my child’s dental insurance 
plan or I cannot afford a dental check-up, etc.). This information is very important and must be filled out. 
Have the parent/guardian mark the response that most closely describes the reason that they could not 
get the dental check-up. The form must be submitted by May 31 of the school year.  

Acceptable Documentation 

Parents will need to submit one of the following documents to meet the oral health assessment 
requirement: 

• The Oral Health Assessment Form (pink) completed by a licensed California dentist, registered 
dental hygienist, or registered dental health professional (refer to Appendix B), or 

• The State-approved Oral Health Assessment Form, completed by a licensed California dentist, 
registered dental hygienist, or registered dental health professional (refer to Appendix C). The 

http://www.sharethecaredental.org/
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State form can be found in more languages on the California Department of Education website 
at: www.cde.ca.gov. 

• Other complete oral health examination and treatment plan forms from a licensed California 
dentist that provide the same information listed on the Oral Health Assessment Form.  

Not Acceptable 

Verbal confirmation of obtaining an oral health assessment for a child by their parent or legal guardian 
does not qualify as acceptable documentation. If a parent/guardian does not wish to obtain an oral 
health assessment for their child based on personal beliefs, the parent/guardian must sign the waiver 
portion at the bottom of the Oral Health Assessment form. The signing of the waiver should not be used 
by parents/guardians to avoid the important responsibility of obtaining health care for his/her child.  

Data Collection and Tracking for Schools 

Oral Health Assessment Tracker by Student (Microsoft Excel File)  
Schools may use the Oral Health Assessment Tracker by Student (a Microsoft Excel file) to record 
individual student’s oral health assessment forms. This file allows staff to track each student (including 
what he/she submitted, any dental outcomes, etc.) and follow-up with students (who have not 
submitted, students who were recorded as needing care, etc.). With this tracking document, staff will 
not have to manually count and record summary numbers because the Excel file has a feature in which 
all data entered is automatically counted and summed in a separate tab. 
 
 

  

file://cosd.co.san-diego.ca.us/sandfsroot/hhsa/hhsa/PHS/MCFHS/CHDP/Health%20Promotion/School%20Health%20Requirements/Oral%20Health%20Assessment/OHA%20Toolkit/www.cde.ca.gov
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Data Collection and Reporting for Schools 
Schools should collect and enter individual student data until May 31 of the current school year. 
Schools should submit their individual school data to their district office by the end of the current school 
year (June).  
 
Data Collection for School Districts 
School districts are expected to compile all data from each public and/or charter school in their district. 
Individual school data should be reported, not a sum of all students in the district. The annual report for 
the entire district’s previous school year should be submitted to the SDCOE by December 31.  

 

Oral Health Assessment Summary Report (Microsoft Word) (refer to Appendix C) 

The Oral Health Assessment Summary Report is a one page document completed by the school nurse 
at the end of each school year. This report must be completed with all the required information either by 
hand or electronically. This version of the report requires the school nurse to manually count and record 
the summary numbers from each student’s records.  

When submitting the school’s data to their district, the nurse must use the Oral Health Assessment 
Summary Report and the school must submit this report to their district for the just completed school 
year (i.e. June 2015 submitting data for school year 2014-2015).  

Upon opening the Excel file, you will see two tabs (worksheets), one titled ‘Student Entry’ and the other 
‘Summary.’ To begin data entry, type in the student name or ID of all kindergarten and eligible first 
grade students (as explained in the Requirements section on Page 4) and the grade in which he/she 
belongs in the ‘Student Entry’ worksheet. When you are ready to enter a student’s oral health 
assessment form, find the student’s name or ID and electronically enter their information from the form. 
Please look to the example below: 
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Other School Entry Health Requirements 

The following are additional school entry health requirements: 

• Health Examination  
o All children who enter first grade in a California public, private, or charter school are 

required by California state law to have a comprehensive health examination completed 
within 18 months prior to or 90 days after the first day of first grade, or submit a signed 
parental waiver of the health examination. Refer to Appendix E, F, and G for helpful 
timelines and checklists for the health examination and oral health assessment. For 
additional information on this requirement, visit www.chdpsd.org for the Health 
Examination Toolkit. 

• Immunizations 
o Visit San Diego Immunization Program at www.sdiz.org for immunization requirements 

for school entry, related materials and resources, or for answers to frequently asked 
questions.   

For any questions regarding the Oral Health Assessment requirement or how to report please contact:  

Jeanne Salvadori 
School Nursing Services Program Specialist 

San Diego County Office of Education 
jsalvadori@sdcoe.net | (619) 718-3118 

 
Elizabeth Ferris, MPH 

Community Health Promotion Specialist II 
County of San Diego Health & Human Services Agency | Maternal, Child, and Family Health Services 

Child Health and Disability Prevention (CHDP) Program 
Elizabeth.Ferris@sdcounty.ca.gov | (619) 692-8692 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

file://cosd.co.san-diego.ca.us/sandfsroot/hhsa/hhsa/PHS/MCFHS/CHDP/Health%20Promotion/School%20Health%20Requirements/Health%20Exam/Health%20Exam%20Handbook/School%20Entry%20Health%20Exam%20Requirement%20Handbook%20%20(EF%20KS%20Edits%202015).docx#_Appendix_I._Oral
http://www.chdpsd.org/
http://www.sdiz.org/
mailto:jsalvadori@sdcoe.net
mailto:Elizabeth.Ferris@sdcounty.ca.gov
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Appendices 

Appendix A. Oral Health Assessment Education Code 
 
Education Code Section 49452.8 pertaining to Oral Health Assessment (taken from: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/oralhealthedcode.asp): 
 
a) A pupil, while enrolled in kindergarten in a public school, or while enrolled in first grade in a public 

school if the pupil was not previously enrolled in kindergarten in a public school, shall, no later than 
May 31 of the school year, present proof of having received an oral health assessment by a 
licensed dentist, or other licensed or registered dental health professional operating within his or her 
scope of practice, that was performed no earlier than 12 months prior to the date of the initial 
enrollment of the pupil.   
 

b) The parent or legal guardian of a pupil may be excused from complying with subdivision (a) by 
indicating on the form described in subdivision (d) that the oral health assessment could not be 
completed because of one or more of the reasons provided in subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive, 
of paragraph (2) of subdivision (d).    

 
c) A public school shall notify the parent or legal guardian of a pupil described in subdivision (a) 

concerning the assessment requirement. The notification shall, at a minimum, consist of a letter that 
includes all of the following:   

 
1. An explanation of the administrative requirements of this section.    
2. Information on the importance of primary teeth.    
3. Information on the importance of oral health to overall health and to learning.  
4. A toll-free telephone number to request an application for Medi-Cal or other government-

subsidized health insurance programs.  
5. Contact information for county public health departments.   
6. A statement of privacy applicable under state and federal laws and regulations.   

 
d) In order to ensure uniform data collection, the department, in consultation with interested persons, 

shall develop and make available on the Internet Web site of the department, a standardized 
notification form as specified in subdivision (c) that shall be used by each school district. The 
standardized form shall include all of the following:   
 

1. A section that can be used by the licensed dentist or other licensed or registered dental 
health professional performing the assessment to record information that is consistent with 
the information collected on the oral health assessment form developed by the Association 
of State and Territorial Dental Directors.  

2. A section in which the parent or legal guardian of a pupil can indicate the reason why an 
assessment could not be completed by marking the box next to the appropriate reason. The 
reasons for not completing an assessment shall include all of the following:   

i. Completion of an assessment poses an undue financial burden on the parent or legal 
guardian.   

ii. Lack of access by the parent or legal guardian to a licensed dentist or other licensed 
or registered dental health professional.   

iii. The parent or legal guardian does not consent to an assessment.   
 

e) Upon receiving completed assessments, all school districts shall, by December 31 of each year, 
submit a report to the county office of education of the county in which the school district is located. 
The report shall include all of the following:    

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/oralhealthedcode.asp
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1. The total number of pupils in the district, by school, who are subject to the requirement to 

present proof of having received an oral health assessment pursuant to subdivision (a).   
2. The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who present proof of an assessment.   
3. The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who could not complete an 

assessment due to financial burden.   
4. The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who could not complete an 

assessment due to lack of access to a licensed dentist or other licensed or registered dental 
health professional.    

5. The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who could not complete an 
assessment because their parents or legal guardians did not consent to their child receiving 
the assessment.    

6. The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who are assessed and found to have 
untreated decay.   

7. The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who did not return either the 
assessment form or the waiver request to the school.   
 

f) Each county office of education shall maintain the data described in subdivision (e) in a manner that 
allows the county office to release it upon request.   
 

g) This section does not prohibit any of the following:    
 
1. County offices of education from sharing aggregate data collected pursuant to this section 

with other governmental agencies, philanthropic organizations, or other nonprofit 
organizations for the purpose of data analysis.   

2. Use of assessment data that is compliant with the federal Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 (P.L.104-191) for purposes of conducting research and analysis 
on the oral health status of public school pupils in California.   
 

h) This section does not preclude a school district or county office of education from developing a 
school site-based oral health assessment program to meet the requirements of this section.  
 

i) The Office of Oral Health of the Chronic Disease Control Branch of the State Department of Health 
Services shall conduct an evaluation of the requirements imposed by this section and prepare and 
submit a report to the Legislature by January 1, 2010, that discusses any improvements in the oral 
health of children resulting from the imposition of those requirements. The Office of Oral Health may 
receive private funds and contract with the University of California to fulfill the duties described in 
this subdivision.   

 
SEC. 3.  Funds allocated to local educational agencies pursuant to Item 6110-268-0001 of Section 2.00 
of the Budget Act of 2006 (Chapters 47 and 48 of the Statutes of 2006) shall first be used to offset any 
reimbursement to local educational agencies provided pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 
17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code for costs mandated by the state pursuant to this 
act.   
SEC. 4.  If the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act contains costs mandated by the 
state, reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to 
Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.  
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Appendix B. Oral Health Assessment Form (English 2016) 
 

  



 

 13 

Appendix B. Oral Health Assessment Form (Spanish 2016) 
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Appendix C. Oral Health Assessment Form 
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Appendix C. Oral Health Assessment Form (Spanish) 
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Appendix D. State Oral Health Assessment Form 
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Appendix D. State Oral Health Assessment Form (Spanish) 
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Appendix E. Oral Health Assessment Summary Report Form (New 2016) 
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Appendix E. Oral Health Assessment Summary Report Form (Original) 
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Appendix F. Oral Health Assessment and School Entry Health Exam Timeline for Schools and School Districts 
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Appendix G. Oral Health Assessment Timeline for Schools and School District 
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Appendix H. Oral Health Assessment and Health Examination Check List 
 
The Oral Health Assessment and School Entry Health Examination are two different requirements but 
can work together. The following timeline can the process of when to distribute forms and collect data.  
 

February 
□ Begin distribution of Oral Health Assessment forms in 

kindergarten registration packets 
□ Begin distribution of School Entry Health Examination forms in 

kindergarten and first grade registration packs 
August - May □ Collect submitted Oral Health Assessment forms  

August – November 
□ Collected submitted School Entry Health Examination forms 
□ All School Entry Health Examination forms must be submitted 

to the school by the 91st day of first grade 

May 31 □ All Oral Health Assessment forms must be submitted to the 
school 

June □ Compile Oral Health Assessment data and submit to district 
office 

December 

□ Compile School Entry Health Examination data and submit to 
district office 

□ District Office must submit Oral Health Assessment District 
Report from previous school year to the San Diego County 
Office of Education 

January 15 
□ District Office or Private School must submit School Entry 

Health Examination Annual Report to the Child Health and 
Disability Prevention Program 
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Appendix I. Oral Health Assessment and Health Examination Comparison Table 
 

The following is a table that shows the brief differences and components of the Oral Health 
Assessment requirement and the School Entry Health Examination requirement.  

 
 School Entry Health 

Examination 
Oral Health Assessment 

What 

Comprehensive physical 
examination completed by a 
physician or nurse practitioner. An 
examination from Mexico is 
acceptable. 

Dental health assessment 
(screening) by California licensed 
dental health professional.  

Who 
First grade students enrolled in 
public or private school. 

Students entering public school for 
the first time in kindergarten or first 
grade. 

Due 
By the 91st day of first grade (date 
varies) 

By May 31 of first year in public 
school (in kindergarten or first 
grade) 

Acceptable Dates 

18 months prior to entry into first 
grade through 90th day of first 
grade. 
(March before kindergarten 
through 90th day of first grade, 
approximately early December.) 

12 months prior to entry into public 
school for first time in kindergarten 
or first grade through May 31 of 
first year.  
(September before first year 
through May 31 of first year) 

Waiver Available? Yes Yes 

Exclusion from 
School Attendance 
if Requirement Not 
Completed? 

Yes – for five days beginning 91st 
calendar day following start of first 
grade. 

No 

Report 

Yes – First Grade report due by 
January 15th to County of San 
Diego CHDP 

Yes – Report due by end of school 
year (June) to school district.  

Form 

School Entry Health Checkup 
Requirement form for School Entry 
(“Green” form from Child Health & 
Disability Prevention Program)  

Oral Health Assessment Form 
(“Pink” form). 
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Appendix J. Oral Health Assessment Tracker by Student (Excel File) 
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