
 

COMMENT CARDS FROM NOVEMBER WORKSHOP (48 forms) 

What do you find most interesting about the Preserve? 

A surprisingly diverse topography with much native biological and other natural resources 

All natural, open, historic 

All the open space and connecting open space. 

Beauty and wildlife.  Possibility to access view points on horseback. 

Cultural history, wildlife 

Diversity of historical sites as well as wildlife 

Eagles and other raptors, SKR, fairy shrimp, historic value, the grassland community. 

It represents the few areas in Ramona for our family to ride our horses in a natural evnvironment.  There are 
so few places to ride. 

Its diversity and natural beauty.  Providing a wonderful place for the community to enjoy while preserving the 
habitat. 

Its pristine flora and fauna and untouched by humans aspect of the property 

Lack of people, feeling of isolation 

Nature, wildlife, golden and bald eagles, ferruginous hawks, prairie falocns, merlins, along with the year round 
hawks. 

Open space with undisturbed wildlife 

Open, quiet, clean, informational. 

Public access and facilities for parking; utilize the old wagon roads which have already impacted the property. 

Recreational opportunities in a rural setting, esp. equestrain & walking trails. 

That a small group of people fought the county plan to develop the Grasslands for industry and now we have 
a preserve. 

That it exists!  That it continues to be used as a ranch-cattle area, has a paved road (Rangeland) running 
through it, an airport, and all the habitat is protected with that activity. 

That it is so big and yet so protected and close to homes and existing trails. 

That my family would be able to ride our horses. 

That the Ramona Grasslands are full of the most rare plants and animals in the United States 
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That there are no trails dissecting it.  The raptors, eagles, hawks – local resident and migratory 

The animals 

The diverse biology.  Since there is so little grassland habitat left, we must not let this jewel be chopped up by 
trails. 

The diverse terrain and wildlife.  Several preserves have trail use and the wildlife in those preserves have not 
been affected. 

The historic roads in the preserve vicinity.  I care about the biological resources, the public access, & rodeo 
grounds. 

The natural habitats and abundant wildlife, even in the summer! 

The opportunity to preserve high quality endangered species 

The possibility of public access within close proximity to my residence.  I typically drive and trailer to Laguna 
Mtns, Cuayamaca Mtns, Warner Springs.  It would be great to trailer a shorter distance. 

The protection of the native wildlife and plants.  This is what WRI started.  The effort to preserve it for and 
what the MSCP is about. 

The raptors. 

The resources and the preservation of all resources 

The variety of resources availale to trail users – grasslands, woodlands, ponds, creeks. 

The wildlife and beauty 

Views, terrain, history. 

We have protected the preserve for wildlife not people.  This has been a 20 yr effort and the County has been 
involved for only 9 years.  

Wildlife 

 

Where would you like to go in the Preserve? 

All of it.  Need a staging area on the north/east, not only on southend, e.g. Eagle/Davis ranch. 

All over the preserve 

All over, enjoying wildlife and scenic spots along the way 

All times of the year are good for observing some resources; however, winter and spring are most obviously 
abundant. 

Along historic roads and trails and ranch roads 
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Anywhere on horseback 

Areas that would not affect the wildlife 

Around perimter on walking trail 

Around the outside and one or two trails through the open space. 

As far as I could in different directions to see and enjoy the landscape and animals 

Everywhere 

Everywhere – want connectivity to ride between Oak Country, Gildred, Old Survey Road 97, Cagney, Davis-
Eagle. 

Everywhere possible 

Everywhere, but that would destroy the resource if everyone did that. 

From one end to the other, providing the trails are in reasonable shape.  Trails should criss-cross through the 
available terrain. 

I would like access to all of the preserve.  I am really intrigued by the section “challenging recreation trail 
opportunities.  

I’d like to be able to ride my horse in the preserve but only if it wouldn’t destory the habitat. 

Into the canyon.  All over the place.  Perimeter trails are ok, but using existing internal cow or deer trails for 
hiking or riding would be great!  

Just outside looking in.  Perhaps a cool observation platform. 

Keep trails to absolute minimum to avoid disturbing ecosystem 

Limit access to controlled group access with supervision. 

Montecito 

Nowhere.  Keep out of the center of the preserve in order not to impact the raptors and other wildlife that are 
only there because of prey availability and lack of human disturbance! 

No where. The preserve is for wildlife not people.  We can appreciate the preserve best by vieiwing it from 
surrounding roads. 

Northern edge – Kearney’s Route. 

North down Rangeland Road, west/left into old water district to former Gildred property down dirt road to Old 
Survey Road 97 and into San Pasqual Valley. 

Off Montecido Way 

Off Montecito Way 
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On horse trails, hiking/walking.  Make trails on different levels of need for different seasons. 

Only on very narrow access of a dedicated trail that is constrained by fencing. 

Only outside looking in at the wildlife.  Perimeter trails only or existing road. 

The perimeter of the property with visual opportunities 

Throughout and to adjoining trails 

Throughout with reason.  Must have trails that connect in and out of the site. 

Throughout, and trails in treed areas 

Use the rand and wagon roads existing for trails 

Viewpoints 

View the wildlife throughout the preserve 

Would like to explore most areas 

Would like to preserve the open space allowing perimeter access only as to not disturn the various 
wildlife/raptor species. 

 

What would you like to do in the Preserve? 

Bike, hike, horseback 

Breathe fresh air 

Equestrian trail ride, hike 

Have nice different trails, eat lunch. 

Hike, bike, and observe flora and fauna.  Learn more about area and history. 

Hike, walk, equestrian 

Hike.  No mountain biking and no rock climbing, both due to the constant damage to terrain and rocks. 

Horseback ride, hike. 

Horseback riding, hiking 

Horseback riding, hiking 

I would like to ride my mountain bike in the preserve. 

I’d like benches or raised platforms on trails where one could sit and bird watch 

Just observe 
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Mounted patrol, hiking, walking. 

Non-motorized trail access for equestirans, cyclists, hikers 

Nothing in the preserve. 

Observe 

Observe and not disturb 

Observe discreetly.  I would also like to see active restoration of many of its depleted resources.  This would 
most likely be very popular and well attended by volunteers. 

Protect and provide wildlife research opportunities 

Ride 

Ride horseback and hike through; enjoy the vast grassland and the birds and wildlife. 

Ride horses 

Ride horses and hike. 

Ride horses, mountain biking, hiking access trails.  Have a place to stop and have lunch and bird watch with 
horses. 

Ride my horse 

Ride my horse 

Ride my horse and enjoy the peace and quiet (and safety from vehicles) 

Ride my horse there 

Ride my horse, connect to SDRP 

Ride my horse, hike, attend local events at the Eagle/Davis rodeo arena. 

Ride my horse, observe wildlife and cultural history 

Ride my horse, relax, enjoy life 

Ride my horse.  Enjoy wildlife.  Take pictures. 

Ride our horses 

Ride, hike, events. picnic 

Stay out and leave it for wildlife. 

Trail hike and ride through various areas of the preserve. 

Trail ride, walking, and hiking 
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Trail riding (horse) 

View wildlife, see open space not people recreating. 

Walk in limited areas.  Look at wildlife froma distance. 

Walk on trails that are fenced and protected 

Watch wildlife, see open land, hear the meadowlarks, watch the hawks hunt. 

1) Let nature be without disturbance, 2) observe from existing roads, 3) conduct hawk watch and controlled 
programs and research. 

 

What parts of the Preserve need special protection? 

All areas since there are no visual barriers and human activity will keep the wildlife moving and unable to 
forage. 

All hopefully – archeological and biological sites 

All of it. 

All of it.  Too much human access and activity negate the intent of the preserve, 

All of it.  When are the NCMSCP studies going to protect Ramona? 

All of the preserve 

Any and all need respect 

Cultural resources, connectivity within the preserve, and connect preserve to surrounding areas and trails. 

Culturally sensitive 

Eagle nesting 

Eagle nesting areas and prime foraging areas 

Eagle nests, narrow wildlife corridors, Santa Maria Creek, and vernal pools. 

Every inch 

Forgaing areas, winter migration hot spots, wildlife corridors, riparian. 

Historical sites as well as wintering raptor/eagle areas. 

I do not know 

Kumai cultural reas; ranching history; old rodeo grounds available for public use activity. 

Many 
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Most of it! 

Most of the preserve and wildlife need special protection. 

Nesting areas 

Nesting areas at certain times.  Closures on seasonal times. 

Open space, could still be utilized by equestirans without damage.  Equestrians enjoy preservation of bioloy 
and cultural sites and enjoy contact with nature. 

Rodeo arena, the creek & waterfall.  No motorized trails. 

Santa Maria Creek waterfall canyon 

Sensitive habitat 

Spread trails throughout the preserve for full public access; connect all preserve and trails.  This will lessen 
impact and even the use within the park 

The entire area 

The old Ramona rodeo grounds and the old Gildred ranch and summer house along dirt road. 

The pre-historic history & some vegetation. 

The raptors, although they seem pretty comfortable around people. 

The rodeo grounds.  Please use the existing cow or deer trails for public trails. 

Vernal pools, alkali playas, scattered sensitive species throughout. 

Vernal pools, eagle & raptor foraging, riparian, creek. 

Water areas in regard to wildlife habitat.  Bird nesting sites. 

Wildlife, biological, overcrowdiing by public 

 

Other Comments 

Try to keep management to a minimal.  Don’t over think it. 

Security, access, management of preserve, fencing. 

Would like to see old rodeo arena brought back to use. 

Interested in signage, teaching & informing peiple aout the history of Ramona. 

What a jewel! 

Preserve the preserve for open space and wildlife. 
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Would like to have access from yards backing up to the preserve. 

I would be interested in helping with planning.  I live in Ramona and work here too. 

Staging areas large enough for truck and horse trailer to turn around.  Multiple access points.  Loop trails. 

This special place should not be closed with only the elite able to enjoy.  This is public land for all of us. 

Public access should be restricted to just a couple days a week. 

Public access is absolutely necessary to enjoy this public property. 

I have a concern about motorized vehicle impact.  Both uses for trails, but especially off road vehicles. 

Limit the # of people in the preserve each day to a maximum number that will not cause wildlife to leave. 

Keep trails out of riparian zones (including crossing the zones) to preserve wildlife corridors. 

To preserve the Kearmy Trail from Rangeland Road to down Old Hwy 97 into San Pasqual Valley 

No lights at night, closed at night, no ATVs or mountain bikes, parking lot very far away from precious areas, 
no rock climbing near eagle nests. 

WRI is in the preserve and should be considered for management and educational functions within the 
preserve. 

WRI would like to be a real partner and help in the management.  We already provide wildlife education for 
over 3,000 people per year and have over 100 yrs of collective land management on our staff & board. 

Just because managed by Parks and Rec does not equate to recreation.  This should be a preserve – it is 
MSCP!! 

Thank you for making it a preserve.  There is so little land left for the animals.  Let’s keep it for multiple 
species. 

Important to have a wildfire abatement plan in place.  Coyote control to prevent overpopulation & check other 
species, but not wiping them out.  They’re important for rodent & rabbit control. 

Humanity sorely needs natural experiences in wilderness areas.  Consider humanity at risk without 
experiences in the open space.  This experience is limited if one can only sit at a picnic table and view the 
horizon. 

It shouldn’t have a lot of construction/buildings.  Allow access, but keep as natural as possible. 

I would like to see small trails (like cow trail) for horses and people (not bikes).  The bikes should be on other 
trails. 

This is a great area for all sorts of trails from beginner to advanced. User access is very important. Kids that 
have access to these lands will be making decisions on these lands wen they’re grown. 

Best if there can be a number of circular or connecting trails to reduce traffic and wear if there are only out & 
back tracks 
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Trail connections to Old Suvrey 97; interpretive and informational signage; old rodeo grounds could be a 
community outdoor education and use center; multiuse, connected trails where possible; water; restrooms; 
use of volunteers. 

Perhaps seasonal closures should be planned for and maintained during certain breeding and blooming 
periods, especially if human impacts exceed the expectations; that would sufficiently preserve the integrity of 
the biological resources. 

It would be a terrible loss if the Ramona Grasslands, which the Ramona citizens worked years to protect, were 
degraded by the fragmentation of trails through the center of the grasslands; keep the trails to the perimeters 
and a safe distance from the drainages. 

As we have adjoining property and have already had people riding across our property (open space), including 
Park Rangers, neighbors, etc., we are not looking forward to a bunch of ride people (what’s mine is mine and 
so is yours).  We are not looking forward to all of this.  We have already heard about cut fences.  We have 
heard gunfire from the area.  So, hope you can curtail all of these people. 

For many years the concerned citizens of Ramona have put in many hours and money to protect the habitat 
and cultural resources of the Grasslands.  Yo put in staging area’s parking lots and opening to the public 
destroys the intent and the MSCP.  The riparian area that is to be maintained by the county has not been 
maintained and that is of great concern. 

I would love an entrace directly across from Highlander Road.  That way if you’re riding over you can just 
cross Highland Valley and be inside without actually traveling on busy Higghland Valley.  The end of the trail in 
the Highlander development is only 0.2 miles to where I would like an entrance.  The current gate is 0.3 miles 
west from where the trail ends on Highlander.  (In other words, move the entrace 0.1 miles east on Highland 
Valley.)   Also, I think there should be area colored markers so that if you need help you can call and tell them 
what area you are located. 



 

Page | 10  

This very unique area was purchased by The Nature Conservancy at a high price but sold to the County of 
San Diego for preservation.  The price paid for preservation is lower than cost of land that is for development.  
Therefore any activity, public acces, that degrades the primary purpose of a “preserve: of natural resources 
would be duplicide and a failure of stewardship of a public trust by San Diego County.  Any and all public 
access must be at little or no impact to the resources:  1) trails fenced, 2) 24/7 on duty Park Ranger with 
contact numbers posted, 3) staging areas closed at night, locked, and patrol available at night. 

 

 

 


