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North County Metro Harmony Grove–Eden 
Valley Community Trails and Pathways 
Plan 
Trails: The Community Connection 

he Community Trails Master Plan will 
be utilized to develop a system of 
interconnected regional and 

community trails and pathways.  These trails 
and pathways are intended to address an 
established public need for recreation and 
transportation, but will also provide health and 
quality of life benefits associated with hiking, 
biking, and horseback riding throughout the 
County’s biologically diverse environments.   

Community trails serve a different function than 
regional trails, which are focused on the provision 
of long linear distances. Instead, community trails 
are “local public facilities” in close proximity to 
residents that provide transportation, recreation, 
access, infrastructure, linkages and safe routes 
throughout a community. The Community Trails 
Master Plan (CTMP) involves both trail 
development and management on public, semi-
public and private lands. The CTMP has 
established two forms of non-motorized facilities 
called “Trails” and “Pathways” that provide 
passive recreational, and alternative modes of 
transportation. 

 

Community Trail near Elfin Forest 

Trails are typically away from vehicular roads 
that are primarily recreational in nature but 
can also serve as an alternative mode of 
transportation.  They are soft-surface facilities 
for single or multiple uses by pedestrians, 
equestrians, and mountain bicyclists.   

Pathways are a non-motorized transportation 
facility located within a parkway or road right 
of way. A riding and hiking trail located in the 
road right of way is considered a pathway. 

T 
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They are soft-surfaced facilities intended to serve 
both circulation and recreation purposes. Pathways 
help make critical connections and are an integral 
part of a functional trail system. 

COMMUNITY TRAIL STATEMENT 

Eden Valley/Harmony Grove is a rural 
unincorporated area of San Diego County, 
with a strong sense of community.  The 
residents have fought many battles to preserve 
their rural lifestyle and protect the fragile 
environment of this beautiful valley.  The 
important characteristics of our valley include 
dark night skies, large animal keeping, rural 
environment, large equestrian properties, 
creeks, and an open design of the 
neighborhoods.  Our hope is that our entire 
valley will be walkable along connecting 
multi-use (no motorized vehicles) trails and 
pathways.   

Currently there are open fields and pathway 
trails throughout the area.  However, 
development is beginning to happen and most 
of these important multi-use pathways are 
disappearing.  In the planning of this rural area 
the residents have stressed the importance of 
connecting trails and pathways throughout the 
valley.  These trails would enhance the beauty 
of the area, encourage recreation, decrease 
dependence on automobiles, provide safe off 
road routes for residents and their children, 
and help preserve our rural large animal and 
horse keeping lifestyles. 

 

THE NEED FOR TRAILS 

The community trail needs are based on an 
equation established by the Trails System 
Assessment (TSA) in 2001, which identified a 
minimum baseline level of service for each 
community by population.  The Baseline 
Level of Service or Trail Need is 0.8 miles of 
trail per 1,000 people.  

The  “Trail Need” is the minimum length of 
trail miles (baseline level of service) for each 
Community and Subregional Plan Area.  The 
TSA calculations for community trail needs 
are as follows: 

 Trail Need = (Community Population 
/1,000 residents x 0.8 miles of trails) 

 2000 Trail Need = (2000 population 
/1,000 residents x 0.8 miles of trails) 

 2020 Trail Need = (2020 population 
/1,000 residents x 0.8 miles of trails)  

NOTE:  Separate population statistics for  
Harmony Grove - Eden Valley have not been 
determined. Currently, Harmony Grove - Eden 
Valley is included in the North County Metro 
Planning area. Prior to final approval of the 
County Trails Program, a baseline level of trails 
(mileage) will be determined for the Harmony 
Grove-Eden Valley area.   

For additional information about the baseline 
level of service and trail needs, please refer to 
the discussion under “The Need for Trails” 
and Tables NT-1 and NT-2 in the CTMP. 
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COUNTYWIDE TRAIL GOALS AND 
POLICIES   

The “Countywide Goals and Policies” 
contained in the CTMP apply to all 
community and sub-regional plan areas. 
Community-specific goals and policies are 
intended to accommodate specific needs and 
they will be implemented when feasible. 

The Harmony Grove-Eden Valley Community 
developed Community Specific Goals and 
Policies for their community trails plan. The 
abbreviations are as follows:  

SG = Community Specific Goal                 
SP = Community Specific Policy 

                      

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
GUIDELINES 

Policy: SP 1  

The guidelines for individual trails should 
remain flexible, and allow for upgrading as 
new development increases the population and 
traffic in this area.   

Policy: SP 2  

When a busy roadway occurs near a once   
rural trail, then the trail would need to be 
upgraded and improved.  

Policy: SP 3 

Mature trees and landscape should be 
preserved where possible.   

Policy: SP 4 

Pathways should have a clear, unobstructed 
line of sight to ensure visibility for entering 
and exiting driveways or roadways. 

Policy: SP 5 

While assigning the trail type and designing 
the trail, ease of maintenance and safety 
should be the top priority.   

Where Community-specific goals and policies  
are not addressed, the Countywide Goals and 
Policies” contained in CTMP shall apply. 

The Harmony Grove-Eden Valley residents 
recommend using the County’s trail type 
guidelines.  

 Trail Type A is recommended in intense 
volume areas.   

 Trail Type B is recommended in the more 
rural areas.   

 Trail Type C is recommended in the open 
undeveloped areas.   

 Trail Type D, a “pathway”, is 
recommended along heavily traveled 
public roads, especially where safety is an 
issue.   

Countywide trail guidelines in the Community 
Trails Master Plan apply to all community and 
sub-regional plan areas. Community-specific 
guidelines are intended to accommodate 
specific community needs and they will be 
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implemented when feasible. Where 
Community specific guidelines are not 
addressed, the Countywide “Design and 
Construction Guidelines” contained in the 
CTMP shall apply. 

HARMONY GROVE - EDEN 
VALLEY COMMUNITY TRAILS 
MAP SUMMARY 

As a result of the community trails outreach 
process for development of the CTMP, the 
Harmony Grove-Eden Valley Community 
completed several tasks, and prioritized 
community trails and pathways as well as their 
special features. Each trail and pathway was 
labeled and recorded producing a community 
trails map and index.  

Proposed trails shown on trails maps contained in 
the Community Trail Master Plan depict 
corridors of general alignments.  The term 
“general alignment” is used to describe the 
general location of a future trail within a 

designated corridor so that the specific alignment 
can be determined during the review and 
approval process when a discretionary application 
is submitted for a development permit for land 
that includes a trail corridor. The designated 
corridor is approximately one–quarter mile wide.  
A general alignment is useful because it allows 
the trail to be located to avoid extreme 
topographical conditions, sensitive habit or other 
site-specific constraints. 

HARMONY GROVE - EDEN 
VALLEY COMMUNITY TRAILS 
MAP INDEX 

The following community trails map index 
was completed by the Harmony Grove- Eden 
Valley Community and will be used as a 
reference tool. Neighboring communities are 
italicized and where trail or pathway 
connections exist, the community trail name 
and number are included. 
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HARMONY GROVE - EDEN VALLEY TRAILS MAP INDEX 
 

Trail #: 
 

1 

Name: 
The Groves Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  1.17 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
San Marcos Border 
Country Club Dive Connector Trail (5A) 
Eden Valley Trail (6) 
Romance Road Loop Trail (2) 
Mount Whitney Road Pathway (3) 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
Setting 
 
Special Features:  
Eden Valley, Jack’s Pond, and CSU San Marcos 
connection. 
Main trail to connect Escondido to San Marcos 
Type C or B. 
Future development may change to type B or D. 
Request lowest possible elevation trail. 
Possible Staging Area at north end. 
 

Trail #: 
 

1A 

Name: 
Huston-McCormick Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.89 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
San Marcos Border 
Country Club Dive Connector Trail (5A) 
Romance Road Loop Trail (2) 
Country Club Drive Pathway (5) 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
Setting 
 
Special Features:  
Borders Wetland Preserve with California Live 
Oak grove. 
Property owners have equestrian facilities. 
Heavy equestrian usage currently on private 
easement. 
Type B 
Possible Staging Area at north end. 
 

Trail #: 
 

2 

Name: 
Romance Road Loop Trail 
 
Trail Status:   ( X ) Existing   (  ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.53 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
The Groves Trail (1) 
Wetlands Preserve Trail (2A) 
Mount Whitney Road Pathway (3) 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
 
Special Features:  
Pleasant loop bordering many equestrian 
properties. High equestrian usage existing. 
Type B. 
 

Trail #: 
 

2A 

Name: 
Wetlands Preserve Trail  
 
Trail Status:   ( X ) Existing   (  ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.25 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Huston-McCormick Trail (1A) 
Eden Valley Lane Staging Area 
Romance Road Loop Trail (2) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Medium user opportunity 
Setting 
 
Special Features:  
Natural trail through California Live Oak Grove. 
Beautiful trail experience.  
Main equestrian trail for Eden Valley, Harmony 
Grove, Harmony Grove Village trail system and 
staging area connections. 
This is an important trail connection. Without it 
Eden Valley will be cut off from rest of trail 
system. 
Type C. 
Possible Staging Area at South-East corner. 
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HARMONY GROVE - EDEN VALLEY TRAILS MAP INDEX 
 

Trail #: 
 

3 

Name: 
Mount Whitney Road Pathway 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     (  ) Trail         ( X ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.25 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Country Club Drive Pathway (5) 
Country Club Drive Trail (4) 
Romance Road Loop Trail (2) 
The Groves Trail (1) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
 
Special Features:  
Main east/west equestrian connection. 
Type D. 
 

Trail #: 
 

3A 

Name: 
Bryans Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.22 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Mount Whitney Road Pathway (3) 
Powerline Trail (7) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
 
Special Features:  
Alternate trail route for windy, narrow and 
dangerous Country Club Drive trail. 
Borders two large equestrian facilities. 
This is an important trail connection. Without it 
Eden valley may be cut off from rest of trail 
system. 
Type B. 
 

Trail #: 
 

4 

Name: 
Country Club Drive Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  1.66 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Country Club Drive Pathway (5) 
Mount Whitney Road Trail (3) 
Powerline Trail (7) 
Harmony Grove Trail (19) 
Harmony Grove Village Trail (16) 
Escondido Creek Trail (14) 
Lake Hodges Trail (11) 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
Safety 
 
Special Features:  
Main north/south connection. 
Type B. 
Dangerous traffic situations. 
No shoulder, trail must be far enough away from 
road for safety concerns. 
 

Trail #: 
 

5 

Name: 
Country Club Drive Pathway  
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     (  ) Trail         ( X ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  (  ) 1  ( X ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.75 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Escondido Border 
Country Club Dive Connector Trail (5A) 
Huston-McCormick Trail (1A) 
Kauana Loa Drive Pathway (5B) 
Mount Whitney Road Pathway (3) 
Country Club Drive Trail (4) 
 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
Safety 
 
Special Features:  
Main north/south equestrian pathway. 
Property owners have equestrian facilities. 
Eden Valley and Nordahl Industrial Park 
connection. 
Commuter usage. 
School Bus zone. 
Type A. 
 

Trail #: 
 

5A 

Name: 
Howard Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  (  ) 1  ( X ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.56 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
The Groves Trail (1) 
Huston-McCormick Trail (1A) 
Country Club Drive Pathway (5) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
 
Special Features:  
Jack’s Pond and Industrial Park connection. 
First portion is existing SDG&E easement. 
Type B. 
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HARMONY GROVE - EDEN VALLEY TRAILS MAP INDEX 
 

Trail #: 
 

5B 

Name: 
Kauana Loa Drive Pathway  
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     (  ) Trail         ( X ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  (  ) 1  ( X ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.44 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Country Club Drive Pathway (5) 
Powerline Trail (7) 
Escondido Border 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Safety 
 
Special Features:  
Industrial Park connection. 
Blind curve with speeding vehicles. 
 

Trail #: 
 

6 

Name: 
Eden Valley Trail  
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (   ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.45 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
The Groves Trail (1) 
Powerline Trail (7) 
San Dieguito Connector Trail (10) 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Setting 
Large user opportunity 
Safety 
 
Special Features:  
Alternative natural trail experience for pathway. 
Jack’s Pond, Eden Valley and Elfin Forest 
connection. 
Add trail condition to New Urban West 
development. 
Type C. 
 

Trail #: 
 

7 

Name: 
Powerline Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.99 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
San Dieguito Connector Trail (10) 
Eden Valley Trail (6) 
Country Club Drive Trail (4) 
Harmony Grove Trail (19) 
Kauana Loa Drive Pathway (5B) 
Escondido Border 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
 
Special Features:  
Eden Valley and Elfin Forest connection. 
Add trail condition to New Urban West 
development. 
SDG&E easement. 
Type B 
Located on south side of tension wires, but ok to 
locate under wires if SDG&E allows use of right-
of-way. Community prefers south of current 
location on County easement. 
 

Trail #: 
 

10 

Name: 
San Dieguito Connector Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.89 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Eden Valley Trail (6) 
Powerline Trail (7) 
Wilglen Trail (15) 
San Dieguito/North County Metro Connector Trail 
(10) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Large user opportunity 
Setting 
 
Special Features:  
Eden Valley, Harmony Grove, Elfin Forest and 
San Dieguito connection. 
Add trail condition to New Urban West 
development. 
Beautiful trail experience. 
Type B. 
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HARMONY GROVE - EDEN VALLEY TRAILS MAP INDEX 
 

Trail #: 
 

11 

Name: 
Lake Hodges Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.55 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Country Club Drive Trail (4) 
Summit Trail (12) 
Escondido Border 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Setting 
 
Special Features:  
Harmony Grove, Del Dios Highlands Preserve, 
Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve, San Dieguito 
River Park and Lake Hodges connection. 
Drainage underpass at Del Dios Highway and 
Date Lane near the Highlands Preserve that 
could be enlarged for multiuse connection. 
Type B and C. 
 

Trail #: 
 

12 

Name: 
Summit Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.21 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Lake Hodges Trail (11) 
Elfin Forest Trail (13) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Setting 
 
Special Features:  
Scenic look-out point. 
Type B and C. 

Trail #: 
 

13 

Name: 
Elfin Forest Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  (  ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.61 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Summit Trail (12) 
Del Dios Highlands Preserve Border 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Setting 
 
Special Features:  
Harmony Grove, Del Dios Highlands Preserve, 
and Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve 
connection. 
Type B and C. 
 

Trail #: 
 

14 

Name: 
Escondido Creek Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (   ) Pathway 
 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  2.16 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Escondido Border 
Country Club Drive Trail (4) 
Harmony Grove Village Trail (16) 
San Dieguito/ Escondido Creek Trail (14) 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Setting 
Medium user opportunity 
 
Special Features:  
San Dieguito connection. 
Very high quality trail experience following creek. 
Portion east of Country Club and Harmony 
Grove belongs to Escondido Creek 
Conservancy. 
Crosses multiple private land owners that have 
not shown interest in allowing trail access. 
Type C. 
 

Trail #: 
 

15 

Name: 
Wilglen Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (   ) Pathway 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.73 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Harmony Grove Village Trail (16) 
San Dieguito Connector Trail (10) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
 
Special Features:  
San Dieguito, Eden Valley, Harmony Grove, Del 
Dios Highlands Preserve and Elfin Forest 
Recreational Reserve connections. 
Add trail condition to New Urban West 
development. 
Narrow existing road will require easements for 
trail. 
Type A. 
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HARMONY GROVE - EDEN VALLEY TRAILS MAP INDEX 
 

Trail #: 
 

16 

Name: 
Harmony Grove Village Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.36 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Country Club Drive Trail (4) 
Wilglen Trail (15) 
Escondido Creek Trail (14) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Large user opportunity 
 
Special Features:  
San Dieguito, Eden Valley, Harmony Grove, Del 
Dios Highlands Preserve and Elfin Forest 
Recreational Reserve connections. 
Add trail condition to New Urban West 
development. 
Proposed equestrian park and staging area. 
Type A or D 
Flood plain area. 
 

Trail #: 
 

17 

Name: 
Del Dios Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:   
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Lake Hodges Trail (11) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
 
Special Features:  
Outside planning area in Escondido and San 
Dieguito on Derbas property purchased by 
County. 
Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve, Lake 
Hodges, Del Dios Highlands Preserve, San 
Dieguito River Park (Coast to Crest) Trail, and 
Harmony Grove connections. 
Drainage underpass at Del Dios Highway and 
Date Lane near the Highlands Preserve that 
could be enlarged for multiuse connection. 
Golden Eagle nesting area. 
Type C. 
 

Trail #: 
 

19 

Name: 
Harmony Grove Trail 
 
Trail Status:   (  ) Existing   ( X ) Proposed 
 
Trail Type:     ( X ) Trail         (  ) Pathway 
 
Trail Priority:  ( X ) 1  (  ) 2  (  ) 3 
 
Estimated Trail Length in Miles:  0.92 
 

Connections: Trail Name (Trail  #) 
Powerline Trail (7) 
Country Club Drive Trail (4) 
 

Trail Priority Criteria:    
Connectivity 
Loop 
Setting 
Medium user opportunity 
Safety 
 
Special Features:  
Eden Valley and Harmony Grove Village 
connection. 
Alternate trail route for windy, narrow and 
dangerous Country Club Drive trail. 
Add trail condition to New Urban West 
development and Quarry reclamation. 
Steep trail on native soil near quarry pits. 
May need chain link safety fencing. 
Sweeping panoramic views with soaring eagles 
overhead. 
Rincon del Diablo Municipal Water District utility 
easement on first portion of trail. 
Two private property owners are interested in 
County leasing arrangement. 
Type C. 
 

 
STAGING AREA 

• Eden Valley Lane 
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