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MEDICAL MARIJUANA SUMMIT 
Ramona Community Planning Group 
15873 Hwy 67 – Ramona, CA   92065 

Minutes for Special Meeting September 28, 2016 
Ramona Community Library, 1275 Main Street, Ramona 

7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER (Chair):  The Chair Called the Meeting to Order at 7:05 p.m. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM (Secretary) 
Members Present:  
Jim Cooper, Scotty Ensign, Eb Hogervorst,  Kristi Mansolf, Elio Noyas, Jim Piva, 
Dan Scherer, Rick Terrazas, Richard Tomlinson 
Presenters:  Renny Bowden,  Dino Berardino, Joe Farace (San Diego County 
Planning and Development Services), Mike Helms, San Diego County Sheriff’s 
Department, Chris Murray,  

 
4. LIST OF ABSENTEES FOR THIS MEETING.  Determination of Excused 

And Unexcused Absences by the RCPG – Secretary Will Read Record Separately 
from the Minutes 
Members Absent:   
Torry Brean, Barbara Jensen, Frank Lucio, Donna Myers, David Ross, Paul Stykel 
 

5.        NON-AGENDA ITEMS (No Presentation on Ongoing Projects – These Must  
       be Agendized)  Presentation from Public on Land Issues not on Current  

       Agenda – None  
 

6.       ANNOUNCEMENTS & Correspondence Received (Chair) 
 
The Chair announced David Ross and Amado Macias were working in El Cajon at a protest 
and would not be at the meeting. 
 
7.       Discussion of the Integration of Medical Marijuana Dispensaries into Our 
       Community.  
  
  Meeting Moderator, Jim Piva, Introductions:  5 Minutes 
 
The Chair said the meeting would not be a debate.  The meeting was scheduled to meet and 
greet the new business owners so that we can work together to come up with the best plan for 
Ramona with respect to medical marijuana dispensaries. He was approached by the medical 
marijuana dispensary owners.  We are here to discuss what they can bring to our community.    
We are taking a proactive approach rather than a reactive approach on the medical marijuana 
issue.  Tonight a new proposal will be heard.   

1 
 



RCPG Minutes 9-28-16 
 

He asked members of the public to please put their questions on paper, sign the question and 
turn them in to the RCPG Vice Chair, Dan Scherer.  The meeting will be run in a controlled 
fashion with presentations and a question and answer session.  This meeting is about 
exchanging information.  Communication is key and will be ongoing.  Medical marijuana 
won’t go away.  Whether we are for or against it, we are taking a proactive approach.  The 
business owners pay taxes and want to be a part of our community.  We can mold how we 
shape medical marijuana going into our community.  The medical marijuana item will be 
going to the Planning Commission in mid October and to the Board of Supervisors at the 
beginning of November.  
    
  Medical Marijuana Facility Owners:   15 Minutes 
 
Ren Bowden, Owner of 1210 Olive Street Dispensary:  Mr. Bowden is concerned with 
safety.  They would like to see community improvement as medical marijuana moves 
forward.  All of the dispensary owners are family men with children.  They want to educate 
children and teens about the dangers of it.  He got involved with the medical marijuana 
industry because a family member had cancer.  The medical marijuana owners have spent 
hundreds of thousands getting to this point.  There was a vested rights analysis and 3 of the 
dispensaries have been granted vested rights.  He thinks they have a great opportunity to take 
a responsible place in the community. 
 
Chris Murray is the owner of ShowGrow, which is now open at 736 Montecito Way.  He is 
glad the RCPG has studied the issues and made them aware of their concerns.  When people 
go into a dispensary, they need a doctor’s note and a California ID.  Both are verified.  The 
medical marijuana industry is much different than the black market.  They provide education 
for patients at the site.  There is a consultant that meets with people to match the potency for 
individuals.  There is a whole process involved that include agreements with the producers of  
the product.  The Sheriff’s control is in place to make sure the product comes from the right 
place.  As far as security – the facilities and the product are inspected by the Sheriff’s more 
than once a month.  Security guards are on site 24/7.  Cameras monitor on and off the site.  
Patients have to put the medicine in the trunk when they leave the facility.  Changes are 
coming and they want to do what is best for the community.  They would like to have a 
campaign like the one for drunk driving.  They plan to work with the Sheriff’s Department to 
educate students in the school. 
 
Lincoln Fish is the owner of the medical marijuana facility in El Cajon.  It has been open the 
longest.  They have 10,000 patients.  The product has never been found at the scene of a 
crime or at a school.  The process is very controlled.  They are concerned with the product 
getting in the hands of kids.   
 
Dino Berardino has vested rights to open the facility on Pine Street, however, he may not do 
so if it is determined that only 2 go into the community.  
 
  Sheriff’s Deputy Mike Helms:    5 Minutes 
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Mike Helms works on licensing medical marijuana facilities for the Sheriff’s Department.  
They have been working on regulating the industry for 4 years.  The medical marijuana 
facilities have been following the rules.  Crime doesn’t happen at the licensed facilities. 
No packaging has been found at a crime scene or at a school   
 
  Sergeant Amado Macias, CHP:   5 Minutes 
 
The Chair said Sergeant Macias was at the protest in El Cajon.  There is work being done to 
create a new test that will better identify marijuana usage in drivers.  The Chair said he hoped 
Sergeant Macias would be able to attend the October RCPG meeting and discuss this issue. 
 
  Joe Farace, County of San Diego, PDS:  15 Minutes 
 
Mr. Farace has been working on the medical marijuana ordinance.  He has worked with the 
Sheriff’s and dispensary owners.  There are lots of illegal dispensaries.  The County has 
worked on licensing facilities following the Regulatory Code.  The existing 2010 Medical 
Marijuana Ordinance was approved by the Board of Supervisors.  The Zoning Ordinance sets 
forth siting criteria.  Right now there is a 1,000 foot buffer from residential zoning for 
medical marijuana facilities.  Eighteen to 23 industrial sites meet the criteria.  The Sheriff’s 
Department oversees the operations of medical marijuana facilities.  There are 2 existing 
facilities in the County – one is Outliers (El Cajon) and the second is ShowGrow (Ramona). 
 
Earlier this year the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors asked for options.  
In March an urgency moratorium was adopted.  The moratorium was for 45 days and was 
extended in April.  Currently the item is scheduled to go to the Planning Commission on 
October 14, 2016, and to the Board of Supervisors on November 16, 2016.  Options will be 
considered.  The City of San Diego allows 4 medical marijuana facilities per City Council 
District.  As far as an Ordinance to ban – on April 27 a majority of the Board of Supervisors 
said not to ban medical marijuana.  Changes have been made to amortization in case medical 
marijuana becomes illegal.  It is hard to deal with the illegally established facilities and they 
are difficult to shut down. 
 
Five building permits have been issued.  A vesting rights determination was done based on 
case law and 4 are moving forward.  Two are in Ramona, 1 is Outliers and 1 is in Valley 
Center. 
 
As far as marijuana law, State AB 243 and SB 643 are in effect.  AB 266 is in place to 
oversee licenses.  If the recreational use initiative passes in November, the laws will go into 
effect for it in 2018.  The State will have local licenses move from non profit to for profit.  
Currently a local and State license are required for a medical marijuana facility to operate.  
We will have to wait to see how everything shakes down.  The initiative is the Adult Use 
Marijuana Act for people 21 and over.  Medical marijuana will remain at age 18 and over. 
 
If Proposition 64 passes, the medical marijuana ordinance has a provision that states non 
medical marijuana is not allowed.  There are laws in place that allow local jurisdictions to 
ban if there is a provision in the Zoning Ordinance that doesn’t allow recreational marijuana.  

3 
 



RCPG Minutes 9-28-16 
 

There will be a 15 percent sales tax for the marijuana funds and there will be a tax for law 
enforcement.  Local jurisdictions will be able to add their own tax.   
 
The Chair said there could have been 5 dispensaries in Ramona.  The RCPG was the only 
planning group to speak at the Board of Supervisors on this issue.  The medical marijuana 
owners didn’t come to us until recently.  Options were discussed.  Medical marijuana can be 
sold to 18, 19 and 20 year olds.  He doesn’t want Ramona to be a magnet for kids.  We said 
one facility could be supported in this community.  Chris Murray approached the RCPG 
Chair, who introduced the medical marijuana owners to some of the RCPG members.  The 
medical marijuana owners listened to our concerns.  They are willing to work with us.  They 
said to put together a proposal.  The proposal was to put 2 dispensaries in Ramona, and 
voluntarily move the age to 21.  The vested rights allow for 3 in Ramona.  The RCPG can 
ask the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors for these conditions. 
 
Mr. Bowden said the County can align themselves with the City and have 4 per Supervisorial 
District.  They can roll out education and work with the Ramona Unified School District. 
    
             Ramona Community Planning Group  
   Members Question and Answer:  5 minutes 
 
The Chair opened up the item to the RCPG members for questions. 
 
Mr. Cooper said a Federal study indicated approximately 15 legitimate medical marijuana 
patients per 1,000 residents.  With a Ramona population of approximately 40,000, that would 
result in approximately 600 potential legitimate medical marijuana patients here in Ramona. 
 
A Ramona Sentinel article indicates ShowGrow has 50 to 70 customers daily with a quarter 
or 6/7 daily (60 percent from Ramona).  If 24 days per month equals 1440 visits per month 
(60 percent equals approximately 865 Ramona customers per month).  Why do these 
numbers not fit? 
 
Mr. Murray said Ramona is a smaller community and it is not a mecca for users. 

 
Mr. Cooper asked what period of time does the usual medical marijuana purchase cover?  
One day, more than one day, one week or? 
 
Mr. Murray said older individuals generally come in once a month while younger people 
come in about every 2 weeks. 
 
Mr. Cooper asked what is the capacity of a single medical marijuana facility?  Example:  The 
El Cajon facility serves 10,000 customers.  Why does Ramona need more than a single 
dispensing facility? 
 
Mr. Fish said that not all 10,000 are recurring – about 2,400 are recurring patients. 
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Mr. Cooper said, “ … until you get safely home.”  Medical marijuana is placed in the 
customer’s vehicle trunk.  How do you prove that this stays in the vehicle trunk “until you 
get safely home?” 
 
Mr. Murray said he feels this is the best way to make it safer. 
 
Mr. Cooper said the FDA still indicates that marijuana is not a legal substance.  Are you 
operating in violation of the Federal law? 
 
Mr. Fish said that where a medical marijuana program exists, the Federal government does 
not step in. 
 
Mr. Terrazas asked Mr. Farace about the County regulations on medical marijuana? 
 
Mr. Farace said the new laws are aligned with the State laws and it doesn’t preclude other 
regulations. 
 
Mr. Noyas asked Mr. Berardino (owner of the third medical marijuana facility in Ramona) if 
his facility is grandfathered in, why is he not going to open? 
 
Mr. Berardino said he will drop his facility in Ramona to have one in El Cajon if this is better 
for the community 
 
Mr. Terrazas asked Mr. Farace about delivery of medical marijuana? 
 
Mr. Farace said delivery is allowed under the State ordinance and it is not like delivery for a 
commercial operation. 

 
Mr. Ensign asked Mr. Bowden why they are taking a moment to pause on their developing 
industry? 
 
Mr. Bowden said as they go through the process, they are pausing to educate and 
compromise. 
 
Mr. Murray said they represent a bigger group.  Others in the group don’t necessarily like 
what they are doing, but it is a compromise. 
 
Mr. Ensign asked Mr. Helms about DUI’s with medical marijuana?  How far out is effective 
testing? 
 
Mr. Helms said new DUI systems are being tested. 
 
Mr. Fish said they don’t know yet.  There may be drug reaction enforcement. 
 
Mr. Scherer asked Mr. Farace if the proposal the Chair spoke of is legal – an age restriction 
of 21 and over? 
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Mr. Farace said there is no age restriction that is part of the Regulatory Code.  An age 
restriction could be part of the business model. 
 
Mr. Fish said dispensing, cultivating and delivery are all handled separately. 
 
8.       Question and Answer Session 
 
The Chair opened up the questions to the public in attendance. 
 
Ron Stark to Chris Murray:  Mr. Fish said the product hasn’t ended up in the hands of 
students at the school.  Mr. Helms said the same, but used the word “packaging”.  How 
would you know if a product was removed from the packaging and then transferred to a 
student?  How would you control 21 year olds and older patients from transferring the 
medicine to a medical marijuana card holder that is 18, 19 and 20 years old? 
 
Mr. Fish answered the question – this would be hard to know, and service has been refused to 
people. 
 
Nan Anderson to the RCPG:  17 cities in the County have banned dispensaries.  Only the 
County and the City of San Diego permit medical marijuana.  Why would another dispensary 
be allowed?  We don’t have enough “sick” people to warrant this – so who will they sell to 
to cover the costs? 
 
The Chair said another dispensary will have to wait to open.  Before the dialogue began, we 
were getting 3 medical marijuana dispensaries.  This industry is not going away.  We are 
being proactive, not reactive.  Eighteen, 19 and 20 year olds not being served is a big step. 
 
Robin Jensen to Mr. Helms:  It was mentioned the emphasis is to put the marijuana in the 
trunk.  Is there an enforceable ordinance that would back this up?  When people leave the 
hospital, they are not told to put their medicine in the trunk. 
 
Mr. Helms said that putting the marijuana in the trunk when it is purchased is a good 
precautionary thing for people to have to do. 
 
Ms. Jensen to the Operators:  It was mentioned in Colorado the black market is way down.  
She has read reports that there are many other negative statistics (such as DUI arrests) that 
are way up.  Do they have any comments on that? 
 
The operators responded that these statistics are sub-related. 
 
Sandy Smiley to the operators:  Right now there are no limits on marijuana.  How much and 
how often can you buy it or how long can you use it.  How safe is this? 
 
Mr. Fish said there are no deaths associated with marijuana use.  It is safe as a medication. 
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Mr. Murray said there are different potencies.  CDB occurs naturally in the body.  Medical 
marijuana treats ailments.  It helps people feel better. 
 
The Chair said that opiates are a huge problem, not medical marijuana.  
 
Carol Green:  Where did the information come from that the black market was down in 
Colorado?  She just came from a meeting with Escondido police, and they said the black 
market in Colorado has tripled. 
 
The operators responded the reports they reference are done by reliable entities. 
 
Diane Chapman to Dispensary Owners:  After legislation in Washington State there were 3 
markets.  A year or two after legalization had been implemented one market went away.  The 
medical market was eliminated.  The same would likely be true in California if Proposition 
64 passes.  We would have a black market, untaxed drug dealers and the permitted taxed 
drug dealers.  Over 40 percent of marijuana sold in Colorado is untaxed black market 
marijuana.  Will you abandon your business if this passes in California? 
 
Mr. Farace said if Proposition 64 passes, recreational marijuana will still have to be 
purchased as recreational marijuana because it is not medical marijuana. 
 
Mr. Fish said that medical marijuana and recreational marijuana are 2 different lines of 
products. 
 
Ruth Atherton to Joe Farace:  I am concerned that the dispensary and grow fields are on the 
side of town of my home.  Although they are several miles apart, we still question why they 
are in this locale?  Also, how do the fields where it is grown work with the dispensaries? 
 
Mr. Murray said there is no legal cultivation in San Diego County. 
 
Mr. Farace said there will be different siting criteria for cultivation facilities.  Lakeside and 
Ramona have the most available sites. 
 
Donna Poole to Mike Helms:  The problem she has noticed is the doctor recommendation 
phase.  Primary care doctors do not want to give recommendations because they are afraid of 
jeopardizing their license.  Is there any solution?  She has gone to a couple of medical 
marijuana facilities.  One receptionist coaxed a young man to come up with a medical 
condition.  A doctor was not present.  Another one was great – a doctor was there and he was 
appreciative of the medical records that were provided.   
 
Mr. Helms said per SB 243, there will be an ongoing significant patient/doctor relationship.  
 
Donna Poole to operators:  Will there be a tax on medical marijuana? 
  
Mr. Fish said there will probably be a tax on it in the future, but there isn’t one now. 
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Donna Poole to Mr. Farace:  Will edibles be allowed to be sold at dispensaries? 
 
Mr. Farace said edibles are not allowed per the ordinance.. 
 
Donna Poole:  If it is illegal to sell vape and tobacco products to 18 to 21 year olds, how will 
they medicate?  What will happen to the current 18 to 21 year old patients?  Will they be 
grandfathered in? 
 
Mr. Murray said this would need to be discussed. 
 
Carol Green:  How will containers be labeled?  Will they have dosage and strength, the 
doctor’s name and refill dosage? Will the product be in childproof containers? 
 
Chris Murray said containers are labeled now.  This is regulated by the State. 
 
Jan Jenson to Mike Helms:  Has there been increased crime around the dispensaries?  Has 
this been studied?  This will require a lot of extra inspecting.  Does the Sheriff’s Department 
have the manpower to do this well? 
 
Mr. Helms said that according to data pulled from the station, crime has gone down.  
Through the period of time that was studied, crime was down.  There could have been more 
Sheriff’s on duty during the time period that was considered. 
 
Jan Jenson to Jim Piva:  Can we limit the number of dispensaries in Ramona or does it have 
to be by Supervisorial District?  Jan Jenson to the owners:  Are any of you Ramona 
residents?  It is very generous of you to limit yourselves to 2 in Ramona, but that won’t stop 
others from coming into Ramona with dispensaries who have not made these promises.  Can 
the RCPG put any muscle into guaranteeing that this will happen?  Jan Jenson to Joe Farace:  
If recreational marijuana passes in November, will the County keep its ban in place?   

 
The Chair said that we are advisory only, but we are proactive.  We cannot limit or oppose, 
but we can advise.  We affected the moratorium and also the amount of dispensaries going 
into Ramona. 
 
Mr. Farace said if marijuana goes legal, the ban will be kept in place. 
 
The medical marijuana owners do not live in Ramona 

 
Kathleen Lippit, MPH:  As purveyors of marijuana as a medicine and not for recreational 
use, may the residents of Ramona be assured that the products you carry will limit the 
potency of THC, the main psychoactive intoxicating and addictive component of marijuana 
to 8 percent, mainly focusing on CBD, the component that is not intoxicating, not addictive 
and does not interfere with learning and memory and may even oppose the psychosis induced 
by THC in susceptible people?  Will you refrain from advertising on billboards and in media 
bullets as the medical marijuana dispansaries in Colorado do? 
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Mr. Murray said the medicine is controlled by law.  They do not intend to do billboards. and 
they want to be respectful to the community.  The plan is to focus more on education. 
 
Mr. Fish said there has been outreach to veterans and senior centers. 
 
Casey Lynch for Joe Farace:  Please explain what criteria is used for site location for 
dispensaries?  Is GIS parcel data used, even though this data is inherently inaccurate by over 
50 feet in Ramona?  Is a land survey required to certify offset distances to residential zones 
and sensitive locations? 
Mr. Farace said GIS is used and sites are surveyed when necessary. 
 
Carol Green:  How will you campaign for marijuana DUI enforcement?  How will you be 
able to regulate the fat soluble substance that can stay in the system for months? 
 
Mr. Murray said they want to get it right and they are thinking about it in a positive way. 
 
9.       Discussion on Reconsideration of Motion from September 1, 2016, Meeting: 
            The Planning Group of Ramona Send a Letter to the County Board of Supervisors to      
       support Options 1, 4, 6 and 7, and also Strongly Support the Amortization Clause       
       for Current and Future Facilities.  The motion passed 8-3-0-0-4, with 3 members 
       voting no and 4 members absent.  Should the motion for reconsideration pass, the 
       item will be placed on the October 6, 2016, meeting. 
 
The following motion was made:   
 
MOTION:  TO RECONSIDER THE MOTION FROM SEPTEMBER 1, 2016: 
The Planning Group of Ramona Send a Letter to the County Board of Supervisors to support 
Options 1) Require separation buffer from Residential Use rather than Residential Zone, 4) 
Increase sensitive land use buffer from 1000 feet to 1 mile, 6) Requirement for a Major Use 
Permit to be obtained prior to siting a MMCF, 7) Limit the number of Medical Marijuana 
Collective Facilities per supervisorial district, and also Strongly Support the Amortization 
Clause for Current and Future Facilities. 
 
Upon motion made by Scotty Ensign and seconded by Dan Scherer, the motion failed 7-2-0-
0-6, with Jim Cooper and Rick Terrazas voting no, and Torry Brean, Barbara Jensen, Frank 
Lucio, Donna Myers, David Ross and Paul Stykel absent. 
    
10.         ADJOURNMENT 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kristi Mansolf 
 

The RCPG is advisory only to the County of San Diego.  Community issues not related to planning and land use are not within 
the purview of this group.  Item #5:  Opportunity for members of the public to speak to the RCPG on any subject within the 
group’s jurisdiction that does not appear as an item on this agenda.  The RCPG cannot discuss these matters except to place 
them on a future agenda, refer them to a subcommittee, or to County staff.  Speakers will be limited to 3 minutes.  Please fill out 
a speaker request form located at the rear of the room and present to Vice Chairperson.  
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Public Disclosure  
We strive to protect personally identifiable information by collecting only information necessary to deliver our services. All 
information that may be collected becomes public record that may be subject to inspection and copying by the public, unless 
an exemption in law exists. In the event of a conflict between this Privacy Notice and any County ordinance or other law 
governing the County's disclosure of records, the County ordinance or other applicable law will control. 
Access and Correction of Personal Information  
You can review any personal information collected about you. You may recommend changes to your personal information 
you believe is in error by submitting a written request that credibly shows the error. If you believe that your personal 
information is being used for a purpose other than what was intended when submitted, you may contact us. In all cases, we 
will take reasonable steps to verify your identity before granting access or making corrections 
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