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September 22, 2009 
 
Amber Griffith 
County of San Diego 
Department of Planning and Land Use 
5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B 
San Diego, CA 92123-1666 
 
Greg Griswold, Chief         
Ramona Fire Department 
105 Earlham Street 
Ramona, California 92065 
 
   
Subject:  Fire Protection Plan-Letter Report for Spirit of Joy - Lutheran Religious Complex, 
Case Number: P08-017, APN’s 283-054-03, 07, 08 & 11 in the Community of Ramona 
 
This Fire Protection Plan (FPP) – Letter Report is being submitted as evaluation pursuant to 
Chapter 47 of the County Fire Code and Ramona Fire District Ordinance 07-339, of the adverse 
environmental effects that the proposed project may have from wildland fire and as mitigation of 
those impacts to ensure that the above referenced project does not unnecessarily expose people 
or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires.  
 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The proposed project is a Major Use Permit for a Religious Complex on an 8 acre site. The 
project consists of a sanctuary, fellowship hall, two administrative/classroom buildings, a 
maintenance and utility building, 182 parking spaces, and associated landscaping. The site is 
subject to the General Plan Regional Category Estate Development Area, Land Use Designation 
17 (Estate Residential) and the Zoning for the site is A70 (Limited Agricultural Use). 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 

 Location: The proposed project is a Major Use Permit for a religious complex on 8 gross 
acres, APN 283-054-03, 07, 08 and 11.  The project area is located in Central portion San 
Diego County within the Community of Ramona.  The site is located in an agricultural 
area with rural commercial and residential development interspersed. The project area is 
essentially located at the intersection of Highway 67 (Julian Road) and Highland Valley 
Road. The project is located within a State Responsibility Area.  

 Topography: The project is located in Section 29 on the San Pasqual USGS 7.5' 
Quadrangle, Range 1 east, 13 south. Elevations onsite range from approximately 1427 
feet above mean sea level in the southwest, to approximately 1410 feet above mean sea 
level at the north.   The project is gently sloping to the north and northwest.    

 Geology: The site is located within the Santa Maria River Valley which is aligned in a 
northeast/southwest direction. This is also the general direction that Santa winds blow. 
The valley may serve to compress and accelerate the winds.  

 Flammable Vegetation:  The site currently consists of non-native grassland. The property 
may have been used for agriculture in the past. The adjacent land uses are undeveloped 
lands with non-native grasslands except to the east of HWY 67 which contains rural 
residential. 

 Climate: As defined by the National Weather Service, San Diego has four climate zones: 
coastal, inland, mountain and desert climate. These climate zones are determined by 
several factors: proximity to the ocean, terrain, elevation and latitude. Using the Koppen 
system, the metropolitan areas of Southern California have a Mediterranean climate, 
characterized by mild, sometimes wet winters and warm, very dry summers. The 
Mediterranean climate includes all coastal areas, valleys and foothills. Annual 
precipitation amounts increase gradually from the coast to the mountain crests, then drop 
dramatically into the deserts. Most precipitation comes from winter storms between 
November and March. The site is located within the foothills and valleys. Average 
rainfall is 15 inches per year. 

 
 
PROJECT EXPOSURE TO WILDLAND FIRES 
 

1. Water Supply  
 

The Ramona Municipal Water District submitted a conditions letter to the County for 
the project stating that water facilities are reasonably expected to become available 
within 5 years if the Conditions are met. The conditions include a Water Commitment 
Agreement and a deposit. A copy of the Conditions Letter is attached. 
 
The Ramona Fire Department provided a conditions letter for the project on April 8, 
2008. The letter requires that two fire hydrants be installed to Ramona Municipal 
Water District standards. One is to be located at the beginning of the “Monument” cul 
de sac and the other adjacent to the northeast corner of the Fellowship Hall. The 
required fire flow is 2500 gallons per minute in the main with 1500 gallons per 
minute capability at each individual hydrant. 



 

Fire Protection Plan – Letter Report  
Spirit of Joy Major Use Permit.  page 3 of 4 

 
2. Fire Access Roads 

 
Location:  
 
The access will be from a cul de sac at the terminus of Old Highland Valley 
Road/Private Road. The entire complex will be accessed from this road. An onsite 
circulation route is proposed.  
 
Access to Multiple Evacuation Routes: 
 
The cumulative dead end length from the terminus of the cul de sac on Old Highland 
Valley Road via Highland Valley Court to the intersection of Highland Valley Road 
is approximately 950 feet. Highland Valley Road provides the ability to evacuate the 
area in both a northerly and southerly direction. The northerly route takes you to 
Poway while the southerly route provides access to Highway 67 and the ability to 
either head east further into to Ramona or west into Lakeside. The A70 Zoning with a 
Land Use Designation of Estate Residential allows for a minimum Parcel size of 2 to 
4 acres (slope dependent). The allowable dead-end road length for parcels zoned from 
1 to 4.99 acres is 2640 feet. As a result secondary access is not required for the 
project. 
 
Deadends:  
 
Dead end driveways/roadways can not exceed 150 feet in length without an approved 
emergency vehicle turnaround. 
 
Width: 
 
The access road is proposed to be paved with asphaltic concrete to 32 feet and 
improved to 38 feet. The onsite circulation route is proposed to be improved to 24 
feet in width and paved with asphaltic concrete. 
 
Vertical Clearance: 
 
A minimum vertical clearance of 13 feet 6 inches must be maintained for the entire 
required width of fire access roads. 
 
Grade: 
 
Grades are generally less than 3 %.  
 
Surface: 
 
All of the roads that provide access to the site and the onsite circulation route are 
proposed to be paved with asphaltic concrete. The roads must be suitable for travel by 
75,000 lb in conformance with Ramona Fire Department Ordinance 07-338.  
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MECHANICAL NOTES

APN 283-054-12
(Not A Part)

APN 283-022-03-00
(Not A Part)

APN 283-054-09
(Not A Part)

APN 283-054-06
(Not A Part)

APN 283-021-03
(Not A Part)

ADDITIONAL PLOT PLAN NOTES

APN:  283-054-0300
  283-054-0700
  283-054-0800
  283-054-1100

(BOOK 283, PAGE 5)

PARKING CALCULATION
Based on the total occupancy of the largest assembly space.

Parking Requirements
 Net area of assembly space (sanctuary only)   5040 s.f.
 Occupant Load Factor        7 s.f per occupant
 Occupant Load           720 occupants
 Parking Ratio          1 space per 4 occupants

 Parking Required:         180 spaces
  Parking Provided:          182 spaces

 Accessible Spaces Required (Table 11 B-6)       6 spaces
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FIRE DEPARTMENT NOTES

1.  Commercial Fire Extinguishing System (NFPA 13) will be
installed and maintained throughout.  sprinkler Plan Check required
by outside agency.  System will include Fire Department
Connections (FDC's), Post Indicator Valves for each major
structure.

2.  A Fire Alarm and Smoke Detection System will be installed in
accordance with NFPA 72 standards and will include, but not limited
to, Visual/Audible Alarm, Master Control Unit and Zoned/
Annunciated Alarm.

3.  A 2.1 Occupancy, A-3 Occupancy and E-2 Occupancy shall
conform to the 2007 California Fire Code.  Maximum occupant
loads of each building and classroom will be posted.

4.  Fire Hydrants shall be installed to Ramona Municipal Water
District standards.  Fire Hydrants will be equipped with (1) four inch
connection and (2) two-and-a-half inch connections.

5.  Defensible space of 100' shall be maintained around all
structures.

6.  Street Numbers shall be posted at the entrance cul-de-sac
and on the Sanctuary Building clearly visible from the intersection of
Highland Valley Road and Highway 67.  Address characters will be
six inches (6") with a one-half inch stroke between characters, on a
contrasting background, "NO POLISHED METAL IS ALLOWED".

Unimpeded Fire Department Access
shall be provided and Maintained,
prior to any combustible materials
being brought to the site.
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LIGHTING NOTE:
ALL LIGHTING FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL
COMPLY WITH APPLICABLE DARK SKY REGULATIONS






