CHIEF KEVIN W. BENNETT

SHELTER VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE
760-765-2888

firechief9800@gmail.com

7260 Great Southern Overtand Route of 1849 (S-2)
Julian, California 92036

February 12, 2015

To whom it may concern,

| am writing this letter in support of the proposed Cellular Tower installation in Ranchita, Ca.

As the Fire Chief for Shelter Valley Vol. Fire we are a neighboring district to them. We often are the
2™ or 3" in resource for mutual aid to assist in their response area. While on multiple incidents in their
response area from next to the fire station or to one of the many remote residence that they have,
cellular coverage in the area is poor to non-existent. In the current technological age of the fire
service reliable cellular coverage has become critical to fast, effective and safe operation on not only
emergency responses but also to the day to day operation of a fire station. Like Shelter Valley,
Ranchita has become a much more utilized and visited area of our county. From a growing population
to the increased visitors that make Ranchita their destination or those passing through to another
area of the county. In my opinion dependable cellular service is no longer a luxury that is limited to
densely populated areas but vital to even the most sparsely inhabited locations. With the installation
of this proposed tower citizens of San Diego County will be assured of their ability to contact
emergency responders thru the 911 system whenever and were ever(in Ranchita) the need arises for
them.

Sincerely,

J/ S :
Kevin W. Bennett
Chief Shelter Valley Vol. Fire
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