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January 22, 2016
MEMORANDUM

TO: PLANNING COMMISSION
FROM: PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AND PUBLIC WORKS

At the October 9, 2015 Planning Commission Hearing the Lake Jennings Park Road
Subdivision was heard. The discussion included a possible redesign of the corner of Blossom
Valley Road and Lake Jennings Park Road to allow the continued use of a dirt shoulder and
the possibility of retiming the light to allow more cars through the westbound Blossom Valley
Road signal. The Planning Commission approved the project and a second motion was
approved for staff to report back on the possibility of adding Blossom Valley Road
improvements to the County’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). The Commission wanted staff
to look into realigning Blossom Valley Road to the south, adding a sidewalk on the north side,
adding a formal right hand turn lane and eliminating the south side pedestrian access. The
intent of this memorandum is to report back to the Planning Commission on the continued use
of the dirt shoulder, the retiming of the signal and the CIP referral.

Dirt Shoulder

Staff was able to work with the applicant’s engineer to redesign the northeast corner of
Blossom Valley Road and Lake Jennings Park Road to continue to maintain the existing
shoulder width. This new proposed design (attached) allows for 3 more feet of pavement than
the existing dirt shoulder. This design will also meet ADA Standards and improve pedestrian
safety as well at this corner.

Retiming of the Signal

Public Works staff reviewed the existing signal timing plans and made a minor timing
maodification to allow 8 more seconds of green time for traffic from Blossom Valley Road
traveling westbound to Lake Jennings Park Road. In fact, county staff visited the signal during
the morning peak and found that all the cars were able to get through the light during one cycle
(see attached). No more time could be added without disturbing stacking times on Lake
Jennings Park Road.

CIP Referral

PDS staff met with DPW Capital Projects and Traffic Operations staff to discuss the issues that
the Commission wanted reviewed regarding Blossom Valley Road. DPW staff reviewed the
Blossom Valley Road/Lake Jennings Park Road intersection morning peak period operations.
From an engineering perspective, DPW staff determined that the intersection was operating
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adequately with no recent accidents. Public infrastructure funding is critically low and must be
prioritized throughout the entire unincorporated County. DPW maintains a list of capital
projects (attached) from the Lakeside area which does not include reconfiguration of
intersection of Lake Jennings Park Road and Blossom Valley Road and is based on priorities
previously submitted by the Lakeside Community Planning Group (CPG), project need and the
availability of funding.

We have followed up with the Lakeside Community Planning Group to inquire if they would like
to add the Blossom Valley Road improvements as you requested. The Group responded that
they do not wish to reevaluate their CIP List at this time.

The County appreciates the Commission’s referral request and certainly encourages
forwarding other similar requests. Staff will work with the applicable Planning Group on any
subsequent requests.

Attachments:
New corner design
Photos of Intersection
Lakeside CIP List
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