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May 5, 2006 
Robert Hingtgen 
Department of planning and land use 
5201 Ruffin Road, suite B 
San Diego, CA 92123-1666 
 
RE: SPA 04-006, TM 5405, Log NO. 93-19-006Q;  Otay Crossings Commerce 
Park 
 
 The Sierra Club San Diego Chapter appreciates the opportunity to comment 
on the Notice of Preparation for the Otay Crossings Commerce Park. It is 
regrettable that all of this very unique and biologically sensitive land along our 
border with Mexico is not made into a very special and unique national park. It 
was placed in the MSCP for very good reasons. Our preference is to resist any kind 
of development here, but we certainly realize how important economically to the 
country and San Diego County another border crossing would be. We would urge 
that any development in this area be a national model for sensitivity to the 
environment and sustainable building practices, as well as that significant

 It is very difficult to compare the county’s “G” Designator map with the 
tentative map, but it would appear that the right of way for SR 11 is very close to a 
biologically sensitive area and clearly runs through potential vernal pool habitat. 
Even though the border crossing and SR11 are not included in this EIR or project 
there potential impacts should be considered in the cumulative impacts and growth 
inducing impacts of this project. The entire area on the border is in potential vernal 
pool habitat. Any EIR should do an analysis of the long-term effects of losing any 
more vernal pools. Vernal pools actually store water to a depth of five feet or more. 
The loss of so many pools in the mesa has to be changing the hydrology of the 
area. It also is reducing habitat for migrating waterfowl that historically were able 
to use the pools. It is time that the cumulative effects of the development on the 
mesa both by San Diego County and San Diego City analyze how this 
development is effecting migratory birds and the water table. Water is very critical 
to the future of our coastal desert.  Certainly aesthetic effects and changes in 
landform are also critical, but the specifics of the unique place the vernal pools 
have had in the functioning of this area over past centuries needs to be analyzed 
and alternatives need to be suggested.  

 amounts 
of similar or restorable habitats be conserved near by as mitigation.  
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The effects on the water table of the tamarisk that has been allowed to 
invade the area and the illegal off-road activity need to be considered as well. The 
loss of the raptor foraging areas and the diminishing integrity of the vernal pools in 
Otay Ranch make the cumulative negative effects upon the environment of any 
new development in Otay Mesa more severe. Human activity has had a long-term 
negative effect without adding any more development. All these cumulative effects 
need to be in the analysis and alternatives need to be offered to help improve the 
situation. 
 The MSCP becomes meaningless if the county continues to grant major and 
minor amendments that result in significant losses of habitat. We wonder if some 
building practices could not be mandated that would soften the impact of the 
construction. Green roofs are being used extensively throughout the country. They 
keep the buildings warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer. They help air 
quality yearlong, and certainly they could be planted in order to provide habitat for 
native insects and birds. Instead of the usual landscaping around buildings specific 
plants could be planted that would provide butterfly habitat and habitat for the 
rodents and small mammals eaten by raptors. It would seem that it would be 
possible to design clusters of buildings that would allow for foraging areas and for 
Burrowing Owl preserves. In addition the project could surround itself with a 
buffer of Burrowing Owl/raptor foraging habitat on the neighboring hills extending 
to BLM land. All sensitive native plants and animals now on sites designated for 
development should be relocated to these preserves before grading starts.  
 It appears there are at least three drainages on the site, which will eventually 
cross the border and enter the Tijuana River and return into the United States. Of 
course the project will employ BMPs to ensure that sediment and toxics are kept 
form these drainages. All runoff must be filtered and cleaned before entering the 
drainages. This is an outstanding opportunity to have natural restored perennial 
creeks running through the property that would provide habitat for numerous 
native animals as well as a pleasant and attractive working environment for people. 
Money needs to be spent on landscaping so why not spend it on native vegetation 
that will help filter the water and restore the environment? The increased runoff 
from the impermeable surfaces should provide adequate irrigation for these areas. 
(Of course oil, etc. would be filtered out first.)  
 The buildings themselves should be required to meet the 2030 challenge at 
www.architecture2030.org. Green roofs, sustainable building practices, some or all 
of generation of own energy, proper sighting to utilize natural lighting, LEED 
standards, etc. can combine to make a real difference. A lot of the difference is the 
county insisting the project applicant employ an architect who is committed to 
meet or better yet exceed the goals proposed by architecture 2030. The EIR must 
have an environmentally friendly green alternative as the preferred alternative. Too 
many truck parks, storage facilities, etc. have been built already that negatively 
impact upon the environment much more than necessary.  

http://www.architecture2030.org/�


 Any use of energy that is produced by burning fossil fuels increases air 
pollution all by itself. This effect needs to be included in the analysis and mitigated 
by sustainable building practices.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Theresa Acerro 
Land Use Committee Member,  
San Diego Chapter of the Sierra Club 


















