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Response to Comment Letter I6 

Danielle Cook 

May 31, 2015 

I6-1 The County acknowledges receipt of Danielle Cook’s 

input and appreciates her comments regarding the 

potential impacts associated with implementation of the 

project. The County acknowledges this comment; 

however it does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, 

therefore no further response is required. 

I6-2 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. 
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I6-3 The FEIR has been updated to include the most recent 

Census data, from 2010 to note an increase in total 

population from approximately 400 to 561 (p. S-5). 

I6-4 The FEIR (p. 3.1.5-2) has been updated to include 

reference to the County Supervisors approval of a 

resolution to support a state grant for improvements 

to the runway at the Jacumba Airport. 

I6-5 The DEIR (Section 3.1.7, Id pp. 3.1.7-12) identifies that 

a traffic analysis is not necessary as a result of the low 

numbers of trips generated by the Proposed Project. The 

traffic data used is the closest available and does provide 

a representative value of the levels of traffic along Old 

Highway 80 for the purposes of demonstrating the 

existing demand relative to the roadway capacity 

(compare tables 3.1.7-1 and 3.1.7-4).  

I6-6 Please see responses to comment O3-7 and I3-3. Bats 

are described in Appendix 2.2-1 as likely to forage on 

site. Regarding pallid bat, this species are described in 

detail Appendix F of Appendix 2.2-1 as having 

moderate potential to roost during the day in the rocks 

on the portion of the project area located north of Old 

Highway 80 but no potential for maternity roosts due to 

lack of suitable habitat. Mexican free-tailed bat 

(Tadarida brasiliensis) is not considered a special-

status species by the County of San Diego, CDFW, or 

USFWS and, therefore, is not described in the DEIR.  
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I6-7 Traffic hazards associated with implementation of the 

Proposed Project are outlined in Section 3.1.7.3.4 of the 

DEIR. As outlined in this section, a traffic control plan 

would be required to follow County requirements 

during construction to ensure large trucks would not 

create any potential safety hazard. Implementation of a 

traffic control plan would ensure the safe and efficient 

traffic flow in the area and would contain measures for 

construction noticing, signage, and policy guidelines 

to ensure no potential safety hazards to area children 

and elderly. 

I6-8 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. Soil stabilizers would 

be utilized on-site for fugitive dust control, as approved 

by the California Air Resources Board.  

I6-9 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. 

I6-10 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. One of the main 

project objectives, as outlined in Section 1.1 of the 

DEIR, is “Develop a utility-scale solar facility within 

San Diego County supporting the economy by 

investing in the local community, creating local 

construction jobs, and increasing property tax 
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revenue.” While the commenter is correct that no 

commitment to definitively using local workers is 

provided, the Proposed Project would result in 

opportunities for local and regional labor and local 

businesses consistent with project objective 8.  

I6-11 The Proposed Project would result in increased 

property tax revenue by making improvements to 

vacant parcels, consistent with the project objective 8. 

The Proposed Project would also not result in the 

construction of new off-site power lines or substations 

that might affect occupied properties. The County 

acknowledges this comment; however it does not 

address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore no further 

response is required. 

I6-12 As outlined in Section 2.4.3.3. of the DEIR, potential 

direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts associated with 

implementation of the Proposed Project are based on the 

County’s Guidelines for Determining Significance and 

Report Format and Content Requirements – Wildland 

Fire and Fire Protection. Based on these detailed 

thresholds used to analyze the potential hazards within 

development in the County of San Diego, the Proposed 

Project would not have a potentially significant impact 

with proposed mitigation.  

I6-13 As outlined in Section 3.1.1.3.1, potential direct, 

indirect, and cumulative impacts associated with 

implementation are based on the Appendix G of the 
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CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15000 et seq.) and the 

County’s Guidelines for Determining Significance: 

Air Quality (County of San Diego 2007). Based on 

these detailed thresholds used to analyze the 

potential impacts to air quality through development 

in the County of San Diego, the Proposed Project 

would not have a potentially significant impact with 

proposed mitigation. 

I6-14 Discussion of historical precipitation is found in 

Section 3.1.4, Hydrology and Water Quality of the 

DEIR. The County disagrees with the commenter’s 

suggestion that the DEIR is misleading the public by 

using long-term historical precipitation data instead of 

worst case drought year records. Drought, by definition, 

is a prolonged period of abnormally low rainfall, not a 

permanent condition. To characterize existing and 

historical trends in rainfall by only discussing worst 

case scenario drought years would be misleading by not 

providing the public with historical averages. 

Additionally, it should be noted that the historical 

rainfall data provided in Section 3.1.4 of the DEIR is 

averaged per year from 1963 to 2011, which includes 

multiple drought years throughout history.  

I6-15 Groundwater resources impacts are analyzed in detail 

within Section 3.1.4 of the DEIR.  
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I6-16 Please see responses to comment S2-2 and O3-15. 

I6-17 Although the project schedule may shift and be 

updated due to details within the construction process, 

the schedule outlined within the EIR is an accurate 

representation of the timeline anticipated to complete 

construction activities. The County acknowledges this 

comment; however it does not address the adequacy of 

the DEIR, therefore no further response is required. 

I6-18 Although the comment does not specifically identify a 

mitigation measure, mitigation measures outlined 

throughout Chapter 2 of the DEIR, such as M-BI-1 note 

that documentation of the monitoring reports would be 

submitted to PDS for review. 

I6-19 Traffic hazards associated with implementation of the 

Proposed Project are outlined in Section 3.1.7.3.4 of the 

DEIR. As outlined in this section, a traffic control plan 

would be required to follow County requirements during 

construction to ensure large trucks would not create any 

potential safety hazard. Implementation of a traffic control 

plan would ensure the safe and efficient traffic flow in the 

area and would contain measures for construction 

noticing, signage, and policy guidelines to ensure no 

potential safety hazards. Dust control is outlined in 

Section 3.1.1 of the DEIR. Potential fire hazards are 

outlined in detail within Section 2.4 of the DEIR.  
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I6-20 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. 

I6-21 Please see responses to comments S2-4 and O3-15. 

I6-22 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. 

I6-23 The use of water and soil binding agents for dust 

suppression under APCD Rule 55 is spelled out as 

effective dust abatement measures by the SDAPCD, 

specifically relevant measures 24, 26, and 40 identified in 

the SDAPCD Measures to Reduce Particulate Matter in 

San Diego County (December 2005 available at: 

http://www.sdapcd.org/planning/PM-Measures.pdf). 

Additionally, the South Coast Air Quality Management 

District (SCAQMD) Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust, 

recommends watering and soil binding agents as effective 

control measures for fugitive dust abatement including 

“apply water or a stabilizing agent in sufficient quantities 

to prevent the generation of visible dust plumes” and “for 

large sites, pre-water with sprinklers or water trucks and 

allow time for penetration” as delineated in Control 

Measures 05-1, 05-2, 07-1, 07-2, 08-1, 08-2, 08-3 

(SCAQMD 2005). While a specific soil binder has not 

been selected at this time, the EPA has evaluated the 

potential contamination effects of a number of dust 

suppressants including soil binding agents and found that 

http://www.sdapcd.org/planning/PM-Measures.pdf
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they did not result in contamination (EPA 2008: Testing 

of Dust Suppressants for Water Quality Impacts 

[[available at: http://www.epa.gov/region9/air/dust/ 

DustSuppressants-sept2008.pdf ]]). The referenced 

instance was the result of a rain event occurring 

immediately after the application of the Rhinosnot soil 

stabilizer, which was not included in the 2008 EPA study. 

Applying the stabilizer strictly to the manufacturer’s 

directions for application and cognizant of the weather 

forecast to avoid application immediately before a rain 

event will avoid any unintended conditions such as the 

foam layer described by the commenter. 

I6-24 Traffic hazards associated with implementation of the 

Proposed Project are outlined in Table 3.1.7.3.4 of the 

DEIR. As outlined in this section, a traffic control plan 

would be required to follow County requirements during 

construction to ensure large trucks would not create any 

potential safety hazard. Implementation of a traffic control 

plan would ensure the safe and efficient traffic flow in the 

area and would contain measures for construction 

noticing, signage, and policy guidelines to ensure no 

potential safety hazards to area children and elderly. 

I6-25 The County acknowledges this comment; however it does 

not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore no 

further response is required. Please refer to DEIR Section 

2.4.3, the Fire Protection Plan included as Appendix 2.4-2 

of the DEIR, and RTC C1-9 through 11 for further 
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discussion of the measures being implemented with the 

project to avoid significant fire hazards.  

I6-26 See Response to Comment C1-9 for information 

regarding fire response times. As discussed on DEIR 

pages 2.4-24 through 26, the Mitigation Measure M-

HZ-1 will require preparation of a fire protection plan 

that provides for customized training for local fire 

personnel. The Applicant intends to produce a video 

that provides specific information about the project, 

including electrical hazards, that can be viewed by 

firefighters as they rotate through the local fire stations 

(See pp. 42 and 59 of the FPP (EIR Appendix 2.4-2)). 

Pursuant to Mitigation Measure M-HZ-2, the project 

will also provide fair share funding to equip local fire 

stations with fire-fighting and paramedic equipment 

and staff. It is expected that funds will be used to 

purchase additional paramedic equipment and to 

support salary for additional paramedic personnel. See 

the discussion at DEIR pages 2.4-29 through 31 for 

further information about emergency services.  

I6-27 Please refer to responses to comments I6-3 through I3-

26. The project’s consistency with the County of San 

Diego’s General Plan Land Use policies are outlined in 

Section 3.1.5, specifically Table 3.1.5-3. 

I6-28 The County acknowledges this comment summarizing the 

comments responded to above. 
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