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I8-1 The County acknowledges receipt of Cherry 

Diefenbach’s input and appreciates her comments 

regarding the potential impacts associated with 

implementation of the Proposed Project. Groundwater 

impacts were analyzed in three locations in the DEIR, 

including Section 2.2.3 (Biological Resources), 

Section 3.1.4.3.4 (Groundwater Resources), and 

Section 3.1.8 (Utilities). The DEIR concluded that 

there were no significant impacts to groundwater 

resources for the Proposed Project (DEIR, pp. 3.1.4-26 

to 3.1.5-33.) The Proposed Project would either use a 

mix of JCSD non-potable water and recycled water 

from PDMWD or rely entirely on recycled water from 

PDMWD. The JCSD non-potable groundwater supply 

well has an upper limit on the amount of water that 

can be supplied, in terms of maximum pump capacity 

as established by the JCSD. Beyond that limit recycled 

water would be provided by PDMWD. Both water 

sources considered for the project construction 

activities would be non-potable sources. Use of the 

non-potable well water from JCSD or PDMWD would 

not affect abilities to achieve EO B-29-15 intended 

water conservation. See also, Responses to Comment 

C1-2 through 6, O3-2, and I4. 
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I8-2 The project’s cumulative impacts on aesthetics is 

discussed in DEIR section 2.1.4. Please see responses 

to comment O3-14 and O3-16 for a discussion of 

impacts on Bighorn Sheep and Golden Eagles, 

respectively.  The Pallid Bat and other bat species were 

not evaluated in the EIR as no detections have been 

recorded in the project vicinity. This species are 

described in detail Appendix F of Appendix 2.2-1 as 

having moderate potential to roost during the day in the 

rocks on the portion of the project area located north of 

Old Highway 80, where no development is proposed, 

but no potential for maternity roosts due to lack of 

suitable habitat. Mexican free-tailed bat (Tadarida 

brasiliensis) is not considered a special-status species 

by the County of San Diego, CDFW, or USFWS and, 

therefore, is not described in the DEIR.  The ECO 

Substation project included some work on a bridge to 

install the transmission line that was a known roost for 

certain bat species. The bridge is not affected by the 

Proposed Project. Please also see the discussion in 

response to O3-7 regarding potential impacts to avian 

and bat species. 

I8-3 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. 

I8-4 See responses to comments C1-9 and 11. 
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