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May 28, 2015 

S2-1 Comment noted. This comment does not address the 

adequacy of the DEIR, therefore no further response 

is required. 

S2-2 Please see response to comment F1-2. Fish and Game 

Code Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 concern the 

unlawful take of birds, including nests and eggs. No 

significant Avian species impacts are identified for the 

solar facility. However, measure M-BI-15 provides a 

reporting program for observing incidental diseased 

avian species that involves recordation (i.e., 

photographs, logs), rather than any direct contact with 

the species by unpermitted personnel. Only people 

with USFWS Special Purpose Utility Permit and 

CDFW Scientific Collecting Permits (SCPs) are 

authorized to come into contact with the species. As 

stated in mitigation measure M-BI-15, in the event of 

an injury, CDFW and County Staff will be notified.  
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S2-3 The County has determined that, while nests were 

not observed during surveys, to avoid potential 

impacts related to nesting birds Mitigation Measure 

M-BI-6 is provided, which the County considers 

adequate. This measure includes pre-construction 

surveys and identifies the appropriate consultation 

with USFWS and CDFW in the event any nests are 

discovered. As a further clarification in response to 

this and other comments regarding nesting, the 

following sentence has been deleted from the 

mitigation measure M-BI-6 in the Errata/FEIR and 

monthly reporting has been added: 

“This measure does not apply to nests that are 

started on construction equipment or panels or 

supporting structures.” 
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S2-4 The County has determined that while conditions were 

not suitable to undertake rare plant surveys, there is 

the potential based on the mapped vegetation cover for 

a few species of rare plants to exist on the site. The 

County does not consider the salvage of top soil to be 

necessary as adequate opportunities for preservation, 

and relocation of specimens if necessary, is afforded in 

the proposed Open Space. To avoid potential impacts 

related to the rare plants with a moderate to high 

potential to occur on the Project site Mitigation 

Measure M-BI-16 is provided, which the County 

considers adequate (DEIR pg. 2.2-90). This measure 

includes pre-construction surveys for rare plant 

species and identifies the appropriate steps for 

relocation in the event any specimens are discovered.  

S2-5 See response to comment S2-4 for discussion of 

proposed top soil salvage mitigation measure.  

S2-6 As discussed in the DEIR §2.2.3.2 the habitat 

evaluation enables refinement of the suitability of the 

Project area for rare plants compared to the County 

list, which is developed based on regional distribution 

not accounting for site conditions. The plants listed in 

the mitigation measures are the ones from the County 

list that were found to have a moderate to high 

potential to occur given the site-specific habitat 

conditions. The plants listed in mitigation measure M-

BI-16 will be revised to include all of the species that 

have a moderate to high potential to occur on site and 
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will include the appropriate mitigation ratios if found. 

These revisions have been included in the FEIR. 

S2-7 As stated in the Project Description §1.2 (p.1-8) 

lighting would not exceed 100 watts, be shielded, 

directed downwards, and provided for security and 

maintenance purposes as needed and turned off when 

not in use. Furthermore, as the facility would be 

unmanned, the lighting would only be necessary at the 

substation and entrance to the facility. In response to 

this comment the County further clarifies that the 

lighting will comply with Zone A standards. The 

DEIR discusses compliance with Zone B, as the 

Project would be located within this zone. However, 

the lighting would also be in compliance with Zone A 

standards, as described in the Project Description. 

S2-8 In response to this comment, mitigation measure M-

BI-1 has been revised to clarify that fencing erected 

around the proposed facility would be permanent 

fencing, as follows: 

 “M-B1-1 To prevent inadvertent 

disturbance to areas outside the limits of 

grading, fencing shall be installed and all 

grading shall be monitored by a biologist. 

 Fencing. In order to prevent inadvertent 

disturbance to sensitive biological 

resources, fencing shall be installed prior to 

grading the solar site. Fencing is required 
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around the entire perimeter of the proposed 

solar facility. Activities associated with the 

driveway and gen-tie line, which would 

occur outside the fence, will be restricted to 

demarked areas, flagging and/or staking 

would be used to delineate work limits. The 

placement of fencing flagging and/or 

staking shall be approved by the County of 

San Diego (County) Department of 

Planning and Development Services 

(PDS).” …  

This revision is intended to clarify that the permanent 

fencing for the Project would be installed as an initial 

phase of the construction activities, rather than 

erecting a temporary construction fence and then 

replacing it with a permanent security fence. For areas 

outside the solar facility footprint and perimeter fence 

(driveway and gen-tie line), flagging and/or staking 

would be used to delineate work limits.  

S2-9 In response to this comment, M-BI-3 will be revised in 

accordance with the comment, with the exception of 

Item (a.), which will instead read as follows: 

“a. Photos of the fencing or temporary 

flagging, that was installed during the 

trenching, grading, or clearing activities.” 

These changes have been included in the FEIR 
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S2-10 Whether financial surety backs the Project’s 

decommissioning plan does not affect the evaluation 

of potential physical environmental effects. County 

code provides a full range of enforcements measures 

anytime an applicant fails to comply with a permit 

condition or mitigation. Financial security is not 

necessary to make the mitigation enforceable. Security 

will be provided as required by County Code. 
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