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Dear Mr. Eicher:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has received the Notice of Preparation
(NOP) dated, August 27, 2015, for the Harmony Grove Village South Project located near Interstate
15 (I-15) at 9 Avenue. Caltrans has the following comments:

Please provide a copy of the Traffic Impact Study when available for review.

A traffic impact study (TIS) is necessary to determine this proposed project’s near-term and long-
term impacts to the State facilities — existing and proposed — and to propose appropriate mitigation
measures. The study should use as a guideline the Caltrans Guide for the Preparation of Traffic
Impact Studies. Minimum contents of the traffic impact study are listed in Appendix “A” of the
TIS guide. www.dot.ca.gov/hg/tpp/offices/ocp/igr_ceqa_files/tisguide.pdf

The geographic area examined in the traffic study should include as a minimum all regionally
significant arterial system segments and intersections, including State highway facilities where the
project will add over 100 peak hour trips. State highway facilities that are experiencing noticeable
delays should be analyzed in the scope of the traffic study for projects that add 50 to 100 peak hour
trips.

A focused analysis may be required for project trips assigned to a State highway facility that is
experiencing significant delay, such as where traffic queues exceed ramp storage capacities. A
focused analysis may also be necessary if there is an increased risk of a potential traffic accident.

All freeway entrance and exit ramps where a proposed project will add a significant number of
peak-hour trips that may cause any traffic queues to exceed storage capacities should be analyzed.
If ramp metering is to occur, a ramp queue analysis for all nearby Caltrans metered on-ramps is
required to identify the delay to motorists using the on-ramps and the storage necessary to
accommodate the queuing. The effects of ramp metering should be analyzed in the traffic study.
Ramp meter delays above 15 minutes are considered excessive.

The data used in the TIS should not be more than 2 years old.
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Caltrans endeavors that any direct and cumulative impacts to the State Highway System be
eliminated or reduced to a level of insignificance pursuant to the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) standards.

Mitigation measures to State facilities should be included in TIS. Mitigation identified in the traffic
study, subsequent environmental documents, and mitigation monitoring reports, should be
coordinated with Caltrans to identify and implement the appropriate mitigation. This includes the
actual implementation and collection of any “fair share” monies, as well as the appropriate timing
of the mitigation. Mitigation improvements should be compatible with Caltrans concepts.

Mitigation measures for proposed intersection modifications are subject to the Caltrans Intersection
Control Evaluation (ICE) policy (Traffic Operation Policy Directive 13-02). Alternative
intersection design(s) will need to be considered in accordance with the ICE policy; therefore,
please refer to the policy for more information and requirements.
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/signtech/signdel/policy/13-02.pdf

Mitigation conditioned as part of a local agency’s development approval for improvements to State
facilities can be implemented either through a Cooperative Agreement between Caltrans and the
lead agency, or by the project proponent entering into an agreement directly with Caltrans for the
mitigation. When that occurs, Caltrans will negotiate and execute a Traffic Mitigation Agreement.

If you have any questions on the comments Caltrans has provided, please contact Roy Abboud of
the Development Review Branch at (619) 688-6968 or roy.abboud@dot.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

[

JAZOB M. /ARMSTRONG, Chief
Development Review Branch
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