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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 
 

As requested by H&M Construction, Brian F. Smith and Associates, Inc. (BFSA) 
conducted an archaeological records search review and pedestrian survey of the 2.68-acre project 
located southeast of the intersection of Bonita Road and Randy Lane in the Sweetwater 
community of Chula Vista, California. The project Area of Potential Effect (APE) includes 
Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 592-141-33; portion fractional Section 85 of the Rancho de la 
Nacion Land Grant of 1869.  More specifically, the project is located in the northwest quarter of 
Section 7 in Township 17 South, Range 2 West (projected) of the National City, California 
USGS Quadrangle (Figures 1 and 2 [Attachment B]).  The project proposes an application for a 
Tentative Parcel Map (TPM 21197) to subdivide the 2.68-acre site into four single-family 
residential lots and a total of 34,078 square feet of open space.  The parcels are located within the 
Village Residential (VR–4.3) Zone (Figure 3 [Attachment B]).  The project is intended to 
achieve the property subdivision for residential lot sites.  For the purposes of this cultural 
resource assessment, the assumption was made that the entire parcel outside of the area 
designated for open space will be impacted. 

The records search was compiled using information gathered from the South Coastal 
Information Center (SCIC) and the BFSA archives to determine if any recorded cultural 
resources were present within the project area.  The field survey took place on June 10, 2013, 
and was revised again on August 7, 2013 with Native American representative Clint Linton.  No 
cultural resources were observed within the project APE.  No mitigation shall be required. 

 
II. SETTING 
 
Natural Environment 
 San Diego County lies in the Peninsular Range Geologic Province of southern California.  
The mountainous zone, which extends from northwest to southeast through the county, extends 
to a maximum height of 6,533 feet above mean sea level (Beauchamp 1986).  Foothills and 
valleys, which comprise the cismontane region, extend west from the mountains.  This region 
typically receives more rainfall than the mesas and less than the mountainous region.  Between 
the foothills and the coast lies the coastal mesa region, which is cut by several large drainages 
that originate in the mountains and foothills.  The coast is characterized by large bays and 
lagoons that exist where the major rivers empty into the sea, as well as mesas, which terminate at 
the ocean in the form of bluffs (Beauchamp 1986). 
 The project area is located on the bay slope of the coastal mesa, which extends between 
the mountains and the Pacific Ocean throughout most of San Diego County.  The geology in the 
project area is characterized by upper Pleistocene marine, lagoonal, and nonmarine deposits of 
the Bay Point Formation, which borders San Diego Bay in the vicinity of Chollas Creek 
(Kennedy and Tan 1977).  This poorly consolidated fossiliferous, marine, and nonmarine 
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sandstone formation lies on a wave cut terrace (Nestor Terrace) between 0 and 60 meters above 
mean high tide.  Older rocks below this unconformity vary greatly in both age and origin 
throughout the San Diego area, and are exposed along the landward edge of the Bay Point 
Formation.  The existing biological setting that surrounds the project consists of a vegetative 
community dominated by ornamental trees, shrubs, and grasses planted by property owners to 
landscape residential lots.  Native coastal sage scrub vegetation with interspersed salt and 
freshwater marshes were likely common to the San Diego Bay area in prehistoric times 
(Beauchamp 1986).  The original biological setting bordering the mesas along the coastal strip 
most likely consisted of chamise chaparral vegetation.  The coastal sage scrub and chamise 
chaparral plant communities comprised major food resources for prehistoric inhabitants (Bean 
and Saubel 1972), as did the bay and salt/freshwater marsh communities (Gallegos and Kyle 
1988).  
 In addition to the prehistoric vegetation in the area of what is now southeast San Diego, 
animals and sea life also comprised a rich and valuable food resource base for prehistoric human 
occupants.  Animals which inhabited the coastal mesas during prehistoric times included 
mammals such as rabbits, squirrels, gophers, mice, rats, gophers, deer, and coyotes, in addition to 
a variety of reptiles and amphibians.  The marsh and bay food resources included a variety of 
waterfowl, fish, shellfish, and marine mammals that occupied the salt/freshwater marshes and 
prehistoric San Diego Bay.  Fish in the bay would have included both resident and seasonal 
species.  Species identified from archaeological collections include sheephead (Semicossyphus 
pulcher), bass (Serranidae fam.), croaker (Genyonemus lineatus), and a variety of sharks and 
rays (Chrondrichthys fam.) (Smith and Moriarty 1985; Winterrowd and Cardenas 1987).   
Shellfish that were available included abalone (Haliotis sp.) and mussels (Mytilus californiensis) 
along the open ocean areas of the coastline, and bay species, such as clams (Chione sp. and 
Donax sp.), scallops (Pecten sp.), oysters (Ostrea lurida), and marine snails (Astraea sp.).  The 
natural setting during the prehistoric occupation of the project area offered a rich nutritional 
resource base.  Fresh water was obtainable on a year-round basis from Sweetwater River to the 
north. 
 The project area was a rural byway until residential development was initiated during the 
post-World War II period.  The land surrounding 3364 Randy Lane is occupied by a combination 
of single-family dwellings and two-story apartments that date to the late 1940s to the 1950s, as 
well as the Glen Abbey Memorial Park, which first opened in 1924. 

 
Cultural Environment 
 The area of San Diego County has a very rich and extensive record of both prehistoric 
and historic activity.  The cultures that have been identified in the general vicinity of the project 
area include the Paleo Indian Period manifestation of the San Dieguito Complex, the Early 
Archaic Period represented by the La Jolla Complex, and the Late Prehistoric Period represented 
by the Kumeyaay Indians.  Following the Hispanic Intrusion into the region, the Presidio of San 
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Diego, the Mission San Diego de Alcalá, and the Pueblo of San Diego were established.  The 
project area was possibly used in conjunction with the agricultural activities of the mission until 
the period of mission secularization.  The pastoral activities of the Mexican Period (1822 to 
1846) likely included use of the areas near the project for grazing purposes.  Farming also 
blossomed and gradually replaced cattle ranching in many of the coastal areas.  A brief 
discussion of the cultural elements present in the project area are provided in the following 
subsections. 
 
Prehistory  

In general, the prehistoric record of San Diego County has been documented in many 
reports and studies, several of which represent the earliest scientific works concerning the 
recognition and interpretation of the archaeological manifestations present in this region.  
Geographer Malcolm Rogers initiated the recordation of sites in the area during the 1920s and 
1930s, using his field notes to construct the first cultural sequences based upon artifact 
assemblages and stratigraphy (Rogers 1966).  Subsequent scholars expanded the information 
gathered by Rogers and offered more academic interpretations of the prehistoric record.  
Moriarty (1966, 1967, 1969), Warren (1964, 1966), and True (1958, 1966) all produced seminal 
works that critically defined the various prehistoric cultural phenomena present in this region 
(Moratto 1984).  Additional studies have sought to further refine these earlier works (Cárdenas 
1986; Moratto 1984; Moriarty 1966, 1967; True 1970, 1980, 1986; True and Beemer 1982; True 
and Pankey 1985; Waugh 1986).  In sharp contrast, the current trend in San Diego prehistory has 
also resulted in a revisionist group that rejects the established cultural historical sequence for San 
Diego.  This revisionist group (Warren et al. 1998) has replaced the concepts of La Jolla, San 
Dieguito, and all of their other manifestations with an extensive, all-encompassing, 
chronologically undifferentiated, cultural unit that ranges from the initial occupation of southern 
California to around 1000 A.D. (Bull 1983, 1987; Ezell; 1983, 1987; Gallegos 1987; Kyle et al. 
1990; Stropes 2007).  For the present study, the prehistory of the region is divided into four 
major periods, which include: Early Man, Paleo Indian, Early Archaic, and Late Prehistoric. 
 
The Early Man Period (Prior to 8500 B.C.) 

At the present time there has been no concrete archaeological evidence to support the 
occupation of San Diego County prior to 10,500 years before the present (YBP).  Some 
archaeologists, such as Carter (1957, 1980) and Minshall (1976), have been proponents of Native 
American occupation of the region as early 100,000 YBP.  However, their evidence for such 
claims is sparse at best and has lost much support over the years as more precise dating 
techniques have become available for skeletal remains thought to represent early man in San 
Diego.  In addition, many of the “artifacts” initially identified as products of early man in the 
region have since been rejected as natural products of geologic activity.  Some of the local 
proposed Early Man sites include the Texas Street, Buchanan Canyon, and Brown sites, as well 
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as Mission Valley (San Diego River Valley), Del Mar, and La Jolla (Bada et al. 1974; Carter 
1957, 1980; Minshall 1976, 1989; Moriarty and Minshall 1972; Reeves 1985; Reeves et al. 
1986).  

 
Paleo Indian Period (8500 to 6000 B.C.) 

For the region, it is generally accepted that the material remains of the Paleo Indian 
Period San Dieguito Complex represent the earliest identifiable culture in the archaeological 
record.  The San Dieguito Complex was thought to represent the remains of a group of people 
who occupied sites in this region between 10,500 and 8,000 YBP, and who were related to or 
contemporaneous with groups in the Great Basin.  As of yet, no absolute dates have been 
forthcoming to support the great age attributed to this cultural phenomenon.  The artifacts 
recovered from San Dieguito sites duplicate the typology attributed to the Western Pluvial Lakes 
Tradition (Moratto 1984; Davis et al. 1969).  These artifacts generally include scrapers, 
choppers, large bifaces, and large projectile points, with few milling tools.  Tools recovered from 
sites of the San Dieguito Complex, along with the general pattern of their site locations, led early 
researchers to believe that the San Dieguito were a wandering, hunting, and gathering society 
(Moriarty 1969; Rogers 1966). 
 The San Dieguito Complex is the least understood of the cultures that have inhabited the 
San Diego County region.  This is due to an overall lack of stratigraphic information and/or 
datable materials recovered from sites identified as San Dieguito.  Currently, controversy exists 
among researchers that centers upon the relationship of the San Dieguito and the subsequent 
cultural manifestation in the area, the La Jolla Complex.  Firm evidence has not yet been 
discovered to indicate whether the San Dieguito “evolved” into the La Jolla Complex, if the La 
Jolla Complex moved into the area and assimilated the San Dieguito people, or if the San 
Dieguito retreated from the area due to environmental or cultural pressures.   
 
Early Archaic Period (6000 B.C. to 0 A.D.) 

Based on evidence suggesting climatic shifts and archaeologically observable changes in 
subsistence strategies, a new cultural pattern is believed to have emerged in the San Diego region 
around 6000 B.C.  Archaeologists believed that this Archaic Period pattern evolved from or 
replaced the San Dieguito culture, resulting in a pattern referred to as the Encinitas Tradition.  In 
San Diego, the Encinitas Tradition is thought to be represented by the coastal La Jolla Complex 
and its inland manifestation, the Pauma Complex.  The La Jolla Complex is best recognized for 
its pattern of shell middens and grinding tools closely associated with marine resources and 
flexed burials (Shumway et al. 1961; Smith and Moriarty 1985).  Increasing numbers of inland 
sites have been identified as dating to the Archaic Period, focusing on terrestrial subsistence 
(Cárdenas 1986; Smith 1996; Raven-Jennings and Smith 1999). 
 The tool typology of the La Jolla Complex displays a wide range of sophistication in the 
lithic manufacturing techniques used to create the tools found at their sites.  Scrapers, the 
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dominant flaked tool type, were created by either splitting cobbles or by finely flaking quarried 
material.  Evidence suggests that after about 8,200 YBP, milling tools began to appear in La 
Jolla sites.  Inland sites of the Encinitas Tradition (Pauma Complex) exhibit a reduced quantity 
of marine-related food refuse and contain large quantities of milling tools and food bone.  The 
lithic tool assemblage shifts slightly to encompass the procurement and processing of terrestrial 
resources, suggesting seasonal migration from the coast to the inland valleys (Smith 1996).  At 
the present time, the transition from the Archaic Period to the Late Prehistoric Period is not well 
understood.  Many questions remain concerning cultural transformation between periods, 
possibilities of ethnic replacement, and/or a possible hiatus from the western portion of the 
county.  
 
Late Prehistoric Period (0 A.D. to 1769) 
 The transition into the Late Prehistoric Period in the project area is primarily represented 
by a marked change in archaeological patterning known as the Yuman Tradition.  This tradition 
is primarily represented by the Cuyamaca Complex, which is believed to have derived from the 
mountains of southern San Diego County.  The people of the Cuyamaca Complex are considered 
as ancestral to the ethnohistoric Kumeyaay (Diegueño).  Although several archaeologists 
consider the local Native American tribes to be latecomers, the traditional stories and histories 
passed down through oral tradition by the local Native American groups speak both presently 
and ethnographically to tribal presence in the region as being since the time of creation. 

The Kumeyaay Native Americans were a seasonal hunting and gathering people, with 
cultural elements that were very distinct from the La Jolla Complex.  Noted variations in material 
culture included cremation, the use of bows and arrows, and adaptation to the use of the acorn as 
a main food staple (Moratto 1984).  Along the coast, the Kumeyaay made use of marine 
resources by fishing and collecting shellfish for food.  Seasonally available plant food resources 
(including acorns) and game were sources of nourishment for the Kumeyaay.  By far the most 
important food resource for these people was the acorn.  The acorn represented a storable 
surplus, which in turn allowed for seasonal inactivity and its attendant expansion of social 
phenomena. 
 
History 
Exploration Period (1530 to 1769) 

The historic period around San Diego Bay began with the landing of Juan Rodríguez 
Cabrillo and his men in 1542 (Chapman 1925).  Sixty years after the Cabrillo expeditions (1602 
to 1603), Sebastian Vizcaíno made an extensive and thorough exploration of the Pacific coast.  
Although the voyage did not extend beyond the northern limits of the Cabrillo track, Vizcaíno 
had the most lasting effect on the nomenclature of the coast.  Many of the names Vizcaíno gave 
to various locations throughout the region have survived to the present time, whereas nearly 
every one of Cabrillo’s has faded from use.  For example, Cabrillo gave the name “San Miguel” 
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to the first port he stopped at in what is now called the United States; sixty years later, Vizcaíno 
changed the port name to “San Diego” (Rolle 1969). 
 
Spanish Colonial Period (1769 to 1821) 

The Spanish occupation of the claimed territory of Alta California took place during the 
reign of King Carlos III of Spain (Engelhardt 1920).  A representative of the king in Mexico, 
Jose de Gálvez, conceived of the plan to colonize Alta California and thereby secure the area for 
the Spanish Crown (Rolle 1969).  The effort involved both a military and religious contingent, 
where the overall intent of establishing forts and missions was to gain control of the land and the 
native inhabitants through conversion.  Actual colonization of the San Diego area began on July 
16, 1769 when the first Spanish exploring party, commanded by Gaspar de Portolá (with Father 
Junípero Serra in charge of religious conversion of the native populations), arrived by the 
overland route to San Diego to secure California for the Spanish Crown (Palou 1926).  The 
natural attraction of the harbor at San Diego and the establishment of a military presence in the 
area solidified the importance of San Diego to the Spanish colonization of the region and the 
growth of the civilian population.  Missions were constructed from San Diego to the area as far 
north as San Francisco.  The mission locations were based on a number of important territorial, 
military, and religious considerations.  Grants of land were made to persons who applied, but 
many tracts reverted back to the government for lack of use.  As an extension of territorial 
control by the Spanish Empire, each mission was placed so as to command as much territory and 
as large a population as possible.  While primary access to California during the Spanish Period 
was by sea, the route of El Camino Real served as the land route for transportation, commercial, 
and military activities within the colony.  This route was considered to be the most direct path 
between the missions (Rolle 1969; Caughey 1970).  As increasing numbers of Spanish and 
Mexican peoples, as well as the later Americans during the Gold Rush, settled in the area, the 
Indian populations diminished as they were displaced or decimated by disease (Carrico and 
Taylor 1983). 
 
Mexican Period (1821 to 1846) 

On September 16, 1810, the priest Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla started a revolt 
against Spanish rule.  He and his untrained Native American followers fought against the 
Spanish, but his revolt was unsuccessful and Father Hidalgo was executed.  After this setback, 
Father Jose Morales led the revolutionaries, but also failed and was executed.  These two men 
are still symbols of Mexican liberty and patriotism today.  After the Mexican-born Spanish and 
the Catholic Church joined the revolution, Spain was finally defeated in 1821.  Mexican 
Independence Day is celebrated on September 16 of each year, signifying the anniversary of the 
start of Father Hidalgo’s revolt.  The revolution had repercussions in the northern territories, and 
by 1834, all of the mission lands had been removed from the control of the Franciscan Order 
under the Acts of Secularization.  Without proper maintenance the missions quickly began to 
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disintegrate, and after 1836, missionaries ceased to make regular visits inland to minister to the 
needs of the Native Americans (Engelhardt 1920).  Large tracts of land continued to be granted 
to persons who applied for them or who had gained favor with the Mexican government.  Grants 
of land were also made to settle government debts and the Mexican government was called upon 
to reaffirm some older Spanish land grants shortly before the Mexican-American War of 1846 
(Moyer 1969).    
 
Anglo-American Period (1846 to Present) 

California was invaded by United States troops during the Mexican-American War of 
1846 to 1848.  The acquisition of strategic Pacific ports and California land was one of the 
principal objectives of the war (Price 1967).  At the time, the inhabitants of California were 
practically defenseless, and they quickly surrendered to the United States Navy in July of 1847 
(Bancroft 1886). 

The cattle ranchers of the “counties” of southern California had prospered during the 
cattle boom of the early 1850s.  They were able to “reap windfall profit . . . pay taxes and 
lawyer’s bills . . . and generally live according to custom” (Pitt 1966).  However, raising cattle 
soon declined, contributing to the expansion of agriculture.  With the passage of the “No Fence 
Act,” San Diego’s economy shifted from raising cattle to farming (Robinson 1948).  The act 
allowed for the expansion of unfenced farms, which was crucial in an area where fencing 
material was practically unavailable.  Five years after its passage, most of the arable lands in San 
Diego County had been patented as either ranchos or homesteads, and growing grain crops 
replaced raising cattle in many of the county’s inland valleys (Blick 1976; Elliott 1883 [1965]). 

By 1870, farmers had learned to dry farm and were coping with some of the peculiarities 
of San Diego County’s climate (San Diego Union, February 6, 1868; Van Dyke 1886).  Between 
1869 and 1871, the amount of cultivated acreage in the county rose from less than 5,000 acres to 
more than 20,000 (San Diego Union, January 2, 1872).  Of course, droughts continued to hinder 
the development of agriculture (Crouch 1915; San Diego Union, November 10, 1870; Shipek 
1977).  Large-scale farming in San Diego County was limited by a lack of water and the small 
size of arable valleys.  The small urban population and poor roads also restricted commercial 
crop growing.  Meanwhile, cattle continued to be grazed in parts of inland San Diego County.  In 
the Otay Mesa area, for example, the “No Fence Act” had little effect on cattle farmers because 
ranches were spaced far apart and natural ridges kept the cattle out of nearby growing crops 
(Gordinier 1966). 

During the first two decades of the 20th century, the population of San Diego County 
continued to grow.  The population of the inland county declined during the 1890s, but between 
1900 and 1910, it rose by about 70 percent.  The pioneering efforts were over, the railroads had 
broken the relative isolation of southern California, and life in San Diego County became similar 
to other communities throughout the west.  After World War I, the history of San Diego County 
was primarily determined by the growth of San Diego Bay.  In 1919, the United States Navy 
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decided to make the bay the home base for the Pacific Fleet (Pourade 1967), and during the 
1920s the aircraft industry followed suit (Heiges 1976).  The establishment of these industries 
led to the growth of the county as a whole; however, most of the civilian population growth 
occurred in the north county coastal areas, where the population almost tripled between 1920 and 
1930.  During this time period, the history of inland San Diego County was subsidiary to that of 
the city of San Diego, which had become a Navy center and industrial city (Heiges 1976).  In 
inland San Diego County, agriculture became specialized, and recreational areas were 
established in the mountain and desert areas.  Just before World War II, urbanization began to 
spread to the inland parts of the county.   
 
III. AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT (APE) 
 

The APE includes the entire 2.68-acre property (Figure 3 [Attachment B]). The property 
currently contains one residence and the northern half of the parcel has been previously graded 
for this existing residence.  This property is situated in the Lynwood Hills neighborhood of San 
Diego County, and is immediately adjacent to the west of Glen Abbey Memorial Park.  The 
property is situated on the steep slopes that characterize the southern rim of the Sweetwater 
Valley.  The parcel is roughly triangularly shaped, and a drainage passes from south to north 
through the property.   
 
IV. STUDY METHODS 
 
 The cultural resource study of this property was conducted in compliance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the County of San Diego cultural resources 
guidelines.  An archaeological records search was conducted for the project based on SCIC data 
(found in the Confidential Appendix) on June 24, 2013.  The results identified 38 previous 
cultural resource studies conducted within a one-mile radius of the project area.  The closest 
study was directly east of the project APE and included a review of the adjacent Glen Abbey 
Memorial Park.  However, the study did not cross the current APE.  Nine prehistoric cultural 
resources were identified within one mile of the project area.  In addition, one historic house and 
the historic Glen Abbey Memorial Park were also identified within one mile of the project APE.  
However, no cultural resources were recorded within the project APE. A total of 27 historic 
addresses were recorded within one mile of the project APE.  Detailed records search results are 
provided in the Confidential Appendix. 

BFSA principal investigator Brian F. Smith conducted an intensive pedestrian survey of 
the project.  The Native American monitor for the survey was Mr. Clint Linton of Red Tail 
Monitoring & Research, Inc.  Aerial compass, photographs, and maps permitted orientation and 
location of project boundaries.  Where possible, narrow transect paths were employed to ensure 
maximum lot coverage.  Ground visibility was generally good throughout the parcel.  All 
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