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I.  HABITAT LOSS PERMIT ORDINANCE – Does the proposed project conform to the 
Habitat Loss Permit/Coastal Sage Scrub Ordinance findings? 
 
    YES  NO  NOT APPLICABLE/EXEMPT 
                       
 
Discussion: 
 
While the proposed project and off-site improvements are located outside of the 
boundaries of the Multiple Species Conservation Program, the project site and locations 
of any off-site improvements do not contain habitats subject to the Habitat Loss 
Permit/Coastal Sage Scrub Ordinance.  Therefore, conformance to the Habitat Loss 
Permit/Coastal Sage Scrub Ordinance findings is not required. 
 
II. MSCP/BMO - Does the proposed project conform to the Multiple Species 
Conservation Program and Biological Mitigation Ordinance? 

 
    YES       NO  NOT APPLICABLE/EXEMPT 
                                       

 
Discussion: 
 
The proposed project and any off-site improvements related to the proposed project are 
located outside of the boundaries of the Multiple Species Conservation Program.  
Therefore, conformance with the Multiple Species Conservation Program and the 
Biological Mitigation Ordinance is not required. 
 
III. GROUNDWATER ORDINANCE - Does the project comply with the requirements of 
the San Diego County Groundwater Ordinance? 

 
    YES  NO  NOT APPLICABLE/EXEMPT 
                       
 
Discussion: 
 
The project will obtain its water supply from the Ramona Municipal Water District which 
obtains water from surface reservoirs and/or imported sources.  The project will not use 
any groundwater for any purpose, including irrigation or domestic supply. 
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IV. RESOURCE PROTECTION ORDINANCE - Does the project comply with:  
 
The wetland and wetland buffer regulations  
(Sections 86.604(a) and (b))  of the Resource 
Protection Ordinance? 
 

YES NO NOT APPLICABLE/EXEMPT 
   

 

The Floodways and Floodplain Fringe section 
(Sections 86.604(c) and (d)) of the Resource 
Protection Ordinance? 
 

YES NO NOT APPLICABLE/EXEMPT 
   

 

The Steep Slope section (Section 86.604(e))? YES NO NOT APPLICABLE/EXEMPT 
   

 
The Sensitive Habitat Lands section (Section 
86.604(f)) of the Resource Protection Ordinance? 

YES NO NOT APPLICABLE/EXEMPT 
   

 
The Significant Prehistoric and Historic Sites 
section (Section 86.604(g)) of the Resource 
Protection Ordinance? 

YES NO NOT APPLICABLE/EXEMPT 
   

  
Discussion: 
 
Pursuant to Section 86.603a of the Resource Protection Ordinance (RPO), the RPO is 
not applicable to a Permit that is categorically exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). Staff has determined the project is exempt pursuant to Section 
15303; therefore, the RPO is not applicable to the project.  
 
V.  STORMWATER ORDINANCE (WPO) - Does the project comply with the County of 
San Diego Watershed Protection, Stormwater Management and Discharge Control 
Ordinance (WPO)? 

 
    YES  NO  NOT APPLICABLE 
                       
 
Discussion: 
 
The project is in compliance with the WPO. The Storm Water Management Plan 
(SWMP) provided for this project is complete and in compliance with the WPO. 
 
VI.  NOISE ORDINANCE – Does the project comply with the County of San Diego 
Noise Element of the General Plan and the County of San Diego Noise Ordinance? 
 
    YES  NO  NOT APPLICABLE 
                       

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/res_prot_ord.pdf
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Discussion: 
 
Staff has reviewed the minor use permit for a recycling facility.  Review of the plot plans 
are complete and staff has final recommendations to ensure noise ordinance 
compliance.  The proposed recycling facility is comprised of primary stationary noise 
sources consisting of a generator unit and a baler unit.  The project site is zoned M54 
General Impact Industrial and is subject to a one-hour average sound level limit of 70 
dBA at the project property lines.  The proposed recycling operations would be 
consistent with the industrial zone and is subject to a lesser restrictive sound level 
requirement.  The proposed noise sources are located approximately 34 feet from the 
western property line (worst-case).  Although sound level data for the mechanical units 
were not available, staff was able to obtain information on similar products with sound 
level data. Based on the description and site photos from the applicant, staff used 
conservative and representative sound level data for the project noise review.  Sound 
levels from the generator unit would produce approximately 72 dBA at 23 feet.  The 
baler unit would produce approximately 82 dBA at 5 feet.  Combined noise levels at the 
western property line would result in approximately 70.3 dBA based on noise 
attenuation by distance alone.  This level would be further reduced based on the 
intervening topography and the existing block wall located along the western property 
line.  Therefore, based on the project layout of the stationary equipment, noise levels 
are not anticipated to exceed County noise standards. 
 
The proposal would not expose people to nor generate potentially significant noise 
levels which exceed the allowable limits of the County of San Diego Noise Element of 
the General Plan, County of San Diego Noise Ordinance, and other applicable local, 
State, and Federal noise control regulations. 
 
Transportation (traffic, railroad, aircraft) noise levels at the project site are not expected 
to exceed Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL)=60 decibels (dB) limit because 
review of the project indicates that the project is not in close proximity to a railroad 
and/or airport.  Additionally, the County of San Diego GIS noise model does not indicate 
that the project would be subject to potential excessive noise levels from circulation 
element roads either now or at General Plan buildout. 

 
Noise impacts to the proposed project from adjacent land uses are not expected to 
exceed the property line sound level limits of the County of San Diego Noise Ordinance. 
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