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Sensitivity of Top Priority Rare Natural 
Communities in Southern California 

 
Sensitivity rankings are determined by the Department of Fish and Game, California Natural Diversity 
Data Base and based on either number of known occurrences (locations) and/or amount of habitat 
remaining (acreage).  The three rankings used for these top priority rare natural communities are as 
follows: 
 

S1.#     Fewer than 6 known locations and/or on fewer than 2,000 acres of habitat remaining. 
 
S2.# Occurs in 6-20 known locations and/or 2,000-10,000 acres of habitat remaining. 
 
S3.# Occurs in 21-100-known locations and/or 10,000-50,000 acres of habitat remaining. 
 

The number to the right of the decimal point after the ranking refers to the degree of threat posed to that 
natural community regardless of the ranking.  For example:  
 

S1.1  =  very threatened 
S2.2  =  threatened 
S3.3  =  no current threats known 
 

 
Sensitivity Rankings (February 1992) 

 
Rank Community Name 
 
S1.1 Mojave Riparian Forest 
 Sonoran Cottonwood Willow Riparian 
 Mesquite Bosque 
 Elephant Tree Woodland 
 Crucifixion Thorn Woodland 
 Allthorn Woodland 
 Arizonan Woodland 
 Southern California Walnut Forest 
 Mainland Cherry Forest 
 Southern Bishop Pine Forest 
 Torrey Pine Forest 
 Desert Mountain White Fir Forest 
 Southern Dune Scrub 
 Southern Coastal Bluff Scrub 
 Maritime Succulent Scrub 
 Riversidean Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub 
 Southern Maritime Chaparral 
 Valley Needlegrass Grassland 
 Great Basin Grassland 
 Mojave Desert Grassland 
 Pebble Plains 
 Southern Sedge Bog 
 Cismontane Alkali Marsh 
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S1.2 Southern Foredunes 
 Mono Pumice Flat 
 Southern Interior Basalt Flow Vernal Pool 
 
 
S2.1 Venturan Coastal Sage Scrub 
 Diegan Coastal Sage Scrub 
 Riversidean Upland Coastal Sage Scrub 
 Riversidean Desert Sage Scrub 
 Sagebrush Steppe 
 Desert Sink Scrub 
 Mafic Southern Mixed Chaparral 
 San Diego Mesa Hardpan Vernal Pool 
 San Diego Mesa Claypan Vernal Pool 
 Alkali Meadow 
 Southern Coastal Salt Marsh 
 Coastal Brackish Marsh 
 Transmontane Alkali Marsh 
 Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh 
 Southern Arroyo Willow Riparian Forest 
 Southern Willow Scrub 
 Modoc-Great Basin Cottonwood Willow Riparian 
 Modoc-Great Basin Riparian Scrub 
 Mojave Desert Wash Scrub 
 Engelmann Oak Woodland 
 Open Engelmann Oak Woodland 
 Closed Engelmann Oak Woodland 
 Island Oak Woodland 
 California Walnut Woodland 
 Island Ironwood Forest 
 Island Cherry Forest 
 Southern Interior Cypress Forest 
 Bigcone Spruce-Canyon Oak Forest 
 
 
S2.2 Active Coastal Dunes 
 Active Desert Dunes 
 Stabilized and Partially Stabilized Desert Dunes 
 Stabilized and Partially Stabilized Desert Sandfield 
 Mojave Mixed Steppe 
 Transmontane Freshwater Marsh 
 Coulter Pine Forest 
 Southern California Fellfield 
 White Mountains Fellfield 
 
 
S2.3 Bristlecone Pine Forest  
   Limber Pine Forest 






















































































































































	Alemanni February 2012 comments
	Atchason - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Benowitz Attorney February 2012 comments
	Bomgardner - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	CA Fish and Game (1)
	CA Fish and Game (2)
	City of SD Watershed February 2012 comments
	Elfin Forest Harmony Grove Town Council February 2012 comments
	Flood - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Fontaine February 2012 comments
	Harrison - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Hobson - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Hoppenrath February 2012 comments
	Lohner - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Lozada - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	McCormick - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Mead - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Native American Heritage Commission February 2012 comments
	Nielsen February 2012 comments
	Page - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Peletti - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Perez - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Rincon February 2012 comments
	Schorling Vet - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	SDC Archaeological Society February 2012 comments
	Sumwalt - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Sweetwater Authority February 2012 comments
	Tafertshofer - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Tieber - Mt. Miguel February 2012 comments
	Wittman Attorney February 2012 comments

