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Response to Comment Letter F 

Elizabeth Edwards 
March 18, 2013 

F-1 This comment does not raise any specific 
environmental issues for which a response is required. 

F-2 The draft ordinance is clear for the private and 
commercial uses of horses. All horses owned and 
boarded that are part of a commercial horse stable are 
limited by the 10 horses per acre threshold. Additional 
numbers of horses beyond 50 horses on 5 acres of 
usable area in the project area continues to require a 
discretionary permit. Horses for private use in the 
County, known as horsekeeping is considered an 
agricultural use under Animal Raising in the Zoning 
Ordinance. The commercial use of horses, known as a 
horse stable is not considered a participant sport use 
under zoning, it is an Animal Sales and Services use in 
Zoning Ordinance section 1425. Chickens are not 
required to be caged in the County, the only 
requirement under zoning is for chickens to meet the 
animal enclosure setbacks. As outlined above, horses 
for private use are considered agricultural and horses 
for public use is a service and considered commercial 
under zoning. Almost all commercial stables import 
feed for horses, in addition, in staff’s experience most 
known facilities with cows or cattle in the same areas 
where these horse stables are located, also import feed 
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for the cattle. The large tracks of land where animals 
graze in the County are located outside the project area 
in the eastern half of the County. 

F-3 See response to F-2. Almost all commercial stables 
import feed for horses. The ordinance does not require 
space for horses to graze. The current regulations in 
County Code require compliance with dust control 
measures and best management practices to control 
dust and runoff. These regulations are referenced in 
the draft ordinance and will continue to be required. 

F-4 See responses to F-2 and F-3. The ordinance does not 
require space for a horse to graze. Documented 
sensitive biological resources and open space areas 
will continue to be protected under County Code and 
the draft ordinance. The Zoning Ordinance already 
allows animals to be established on properties and 
they are allowed to graze on existing properties. As 
discussed in the previous responses, dust and best 
management practices are required to address wind 
and water erosion issues. 

F-5 The County has existing best management practices 
related to the stormwater and watershed protection 
ordinance requirements, for example under project 
clean water. The ongoing monitoring and education 
for horse stables will continue and enforcement 
will ensure that facilities are in compliance with 
codes and regulations. Commercial horse stables 
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are not considered an agricultural use, under zoning 
it is a commercial service use under Animal Sales 
and Services. 

F-6 See response to F-5. Commercial Horse Stables are 
required to comply with Regional Water Quality 
Control Board regulations, stormwater and runoff 
regulations, and County monitoring and compliance 
programs. Stables found not in compliance are subject 
to enforcement from the County and the RWQCB. 

F-7 Parking areas, private and public access roads are 
required to comply with minimum road standards in 
the County for commercial uses, such as horse stables. 
A minimum of gravel (DG) is required. Unpaved 
roads without approved surfacing are not allowed. 

F-8 Odors are addressed in the ordinance through 
compliance with County Code. Amplified music, PA 
systems and any other noise is regulated by the Noise 
Abatement and Control portions of County Code 
whether part of a horse stable or not. This will 
continue to be the case. The ordinance does not 
propose to limit access to horses, however lighting 
associated with a horse stable is not allowed between 
10pm and dawn. This is more restrictive than the 
currently allowed lighting up to 11pm (with lighting 
prohibited between 11pm and dawn) for public 
recreation facilities under the Zoning Ordinance 
Section 6300. Camping is not allowed as part of a 
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horse stable, it is a transient habitation use type that 
must be permitted separately. ADA is a federal law 
that requires compliance for all subject projects, 
therefore ADA compliance issues will be addressed. 
Rodeo-type activities may be allowed as part of a 
permitted horse stable provided all requirements of 
the ordinance are in compliance. A horse eating 
neighboring fences is a civil matter between property 
owners, however the animal enclosure setbacks 
require that horses be kept a minimum of 10 feet 
from property lines; therefore, a double-fence 
requirement is already in place in the ordinance when 
there is an existing fence at the property line. The 
number of horse trailers and visiting horses is limited 
by the ordinance at the 10 horses per acre and usable 
area thresholds. Additional numbers of horses beyond 
the 10 horses per acre and usable area allowed on a 
regular basis would continue to require a 
discretionary permit. 

F-9 This comment is a concluding statement and does not 
raise an environmental issue for which a response  
is required. 

 

 


