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Response to Comment Letter L 

Warner Springs Resident, Laurence Peabody 
March 20, 2013 

L-1 The proposed ordinance largely affects the areas 
where a Major Use Permit is currently required for a 
horse stable. The animal designators in zoning in the 
County tend to be more restrictive in the suburban and 
rural residential areas in the western parts of the 
County and less restrictive in the eastern back country 
areas of the County. The back country areas where a 
permit is not currently required for a horse stable are 
not proposed to change. Requiring a Major Use Permit 
for these areas does not meet with project objectives of 
the project, specifically to streamline the permitting 
process for equine operations. The permitting process 
for the back country is already streamlined, by not 
requiring a use permit, adding the use permit for 
stables in the back country would hamper the current 
permitting process. 

L-2 When substantial numbers of any animal are located 
on a property, Animal Control may enforce regarding 
the humane treatment of the animals whether for 
private or commercial use. Cattle are regulated 
separately and not a part of the proposed ordinance 
changes. Horse breeding facilities are regulated by not 
only the County, but also the State of California. If 
there is an animal cruelty issue with the facility in 
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question, Animal Control is able to enforce to address 
these issues. From a zoning standpoint, if the horses 
are owned by the property owner(s) for the owner’s 
use only then they are allowed under zoning and it is 
not considered a horse stable. It is considered a stable 
if the owner(s) are breeding the horses to sell them 
commercially, in which case it is a commercial horse 
stable, but in the back country area in question in 
Warner Springs, no additional permits are required 
(see response to L-1). 

L-3 Making the new ordinance apply the same, 
Countywide does not meet with project objectives as 
noted in L-1. Loveacres Horse Ranch in Warner 
Springs is located in an area with an Animal 
Designator that does not require a Major Use Permit 
for a horse stable. Therefore no additional land use 
permits are required. As noted in L-2, if an animal 
cruelty issue exists, Animal Control can become 
involved. In addition, the the State of California may 
also need to be involved with such high numbers of 
horses for compliance with State regulations and 
limitations. 

 


