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Response to Comment Letter Q 

Janis Shackelford 
March 13, 2013 

Q-1 These are not new regulations. The existing 
regulations found in the Grading, Stormwater and 
Watershed Protection Ordinances are being referenced 
in one place in the new Horsekeeping and Horse 
Stable use section in the Animal Regulations. Horse 
owners that do not comply with existing codes and 
regulations are only subject to enforcement action 
through a compliant when not in compliance with 
these existing ordinances. 

Q-2 As discussed in Q-1 above, these are not new regulations, 
the sections reference existing codes, which area already 
subject to enforcement action by the County.  

a. The Noise Ordinance is not new, it is currently 
in effect 

b. Dust and drainage control is not new and is 
currently required under the Air Pollution Control 
District (APCD) and stormwater regulations 

c. State law, Health and Safety Code is not new, the 
humane treatment of horses is currently required 
under code 

d. The Grading, Stormwater and Watershed 
Protection Ordinances are not new, all properties 
are currently required to comply. 
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Q-3 See response to Q-1 and Q-2, these are not new 
regulations, there is no increase in regulation. The 
existing regulations are appropriate and fair. Staff is 
following direction from the Planning Commission 
and the Board that all equine regulations should be in 
the same place in the ordinance. 

Q-4 See response to Q-1 and Q-2, This is correct, staff is 
not proposing any changes to Horsekeeping that would 
more substantially regulate it. As noted above, staff 
does not propose any changes related to noise, dust 
management, grading, watershed protection or 
stormwater as these are all covered under existing 
ordinances. The only change to Horsekeeping in the 
new ordinance is to make a less onerous permit 
process under certain animal regulations from a Minor 
Use Permit to an Administrative Permit. This was a 
change that developed over the past two years through 
the process of developing the ordinance. 

Q-5 As noted in Q-4 above, the statement from the Board 
Letter two years ago is still correct. There are no major 
changes to Horsekeeping. It will remain allowed with 
unlimited numbers on the majority of parcels in the 
County by animal regulations. There are only minor 
changes to the ordinance which staff recommends, as 
noted in Q-4. 
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Q-6 See previous responses. There are no major changes to 
Horsekeeping, only minor updates as noted above, this 
is consistent with amendments that provide 
clarifications, deletions and revisions for review and 
permitting of equine uses. 

Q-7 See Q-4, Q-5 and Q-6 above. 

Q-8 BMPs are required on a case by case basis. Properties 
are different, intensity of uses are different, therefore 
different best management practices may apply to 
different properties depending on the case. Individual 
horse owners may also not know what building permit 
requirements are necessary depending on the design 
and construction of a building by just looking at 
Building Code. There is ample information on the 
County webpages regarding BMPs, including project 
cleanwater. There will also be additional information 
handouts for Equine facilities as part of the 
implementation of this ordinance. Typically owners 
and operators should contact staff after reviewing the 
handouts to determine BMPs that are necessary. This 
would be part of permitting a Horse Stable or any 
building permit related to a Horse Stable or 
Horsekeeping. Therefore, stables being permitted 
under the new tiered ordinance will be reviewed by 
County staff and BMPs may be required on a case by 
case basis. Existing properties may be required to 
comply with existing grading, stormwater or 
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watershed protection ordinance requirements with 
BMPs depending on the situation. 

Q-9 See previous responses, Q-1, Q-2 and Q-8. A manure 
management plan, fire protection plan and vector 
control plan are all necessary for the commercial 
operation of a Horse Stable. Existing stables that are 
grandfathered are not subject to these requirements as 
the Nonconformity Regulations in Zoning Ordinance 
Section 6850 apply. New stables established 
throughout the County would be subject to these 
requirements as they apply to all stables, not just in the 
tiered areas. The fire hydrant regulation has been 
updated in the draft ordinance. Setback regulations 
have also been updated. Waste must be picked up 
daily. In staff’s discussion with operators, all were 
picking up waste daily from Animal Enclosures. All 
horse stables, those grandfathered and those that are 
new, do have to comply with the existing Air Pollution 
Control District Regulations, Noise Ordinance, 
Grading, Stormwater and Watershed Protection 
Ordinances. These are existing ordinances and 
regulations that are already in effect and applicable to 
all stables. These are not new regulations. 

Q-10 Agree, this has been updated in the draft ordinance. 
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Q-11 Grandfathered or legal non-conforming Stables are not 
subject to the new requirements based on section 6800 
and specifically new section 6879. However, stables 
that now expand under the new regulations are subject 
to the new requirements. 

Q-12 See Responses Q-1 through Q-5. Staff is not proposing 
any changes to Horsekeeping that would more 
substantially regulate it. As noted above, the only 
change to Horsekeeping in the new ordinance is to 
make a less onerous permit process under certain 
animal regulations from a Minor Use Permit to an 
Administrative Permit. This was a change that 
developed over the past two years through the process 
of developing the ordinance along with public input 
from the equestrian community. 
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