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Sweetwater Authority 
March 18, 2013 

S-1 This comment is introductory and does  
not raise an environmental issue for which a response 
is required. 

S-2 As stated in Section 1.5.1 of the DEIR, “If building or 
removal of any structure is required, future projects 
may require either a building or a demolition permit. 
Although these are both ministerial permits, 
applicants must adhere to all applicable regulations.” 

In order to address this comment, the following edits 
were made to the following sections of the DEIR for 
clarification purposes:  

o Section 3.1.2.3.1: “If Some a future Tier One or Tier 
Two equine facilityies would requires the building or 
removal of a structure, a building permit would be 
required and development of the equine facility 
would be subject to preparation of a SWMP, which 
includes requirements for the use of construction 
BMPs, LID, and post-construction BMPs.  

o Section 3.1.2.4.1: “As described in Section 3.1.2.3.1, 
if a future Tier One or Tier Two equine facility 
requires the building or removal of a structure, a 
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building permit would be required and development 
of the equine facility some Tier One and Two 
facilities would require a building permit and would 
be subject to preparation of a Minor SWMP, which 
includes requirements for construction BMPs, LID, 
and post-construction BMPs. 

o Section 3.1.2.3.3: Tier One and Two facilities 
that do not require discretionary review 
wouldmay still require a building permit if any 
structures are proposed to be constructed or 
demolished and therefore would be subject to 
preparation of a Minor SWMP, which includes 
requirements for construction BMPs, LID, and 
post-construction BMPs. 

o Section 3.1.2.3.4: If a Ffuture Tier One andor Tier 
Two equine facilityies requires the building or 
removal of any structure, would require a building 
permit would be required and development of the 
equine facility and therefore would be subject to 
the preparation of a Minor SWMP and site-
specific BMPs and LID techniques to maintain 
existing drainage patterns and runoff levels to the 
greatest extent possible. 

o Section 3.1.2.3.5: If a Ffuture Tier One andor Tier 
Two equine facilityies requires the building or 
removal of a structure, would require a building 
permit would be required and development of the 



Response to Comments 

August 2013  6959 
Environmental Impact Report Equine Ordinance Amendment POD 11-011 S-3 

equine facility and therefore would be subject to 
the preparation of a Minor SWMP and site-specific 
BMPs and LID techniques to maintain existing 
drainage patterns and runoff levels to the greatest 
extent possible. 

o Section 3.1.2.3.7: If a Ffuture Tier One andor Tier 
Two equine facilityies requires the building or 
removal of a structure, would require a building 
permit would be required and development of the 
equine facility and therefore would be subject to the 
preparation of a Minor SWMP and site-specific 
BMPs and LID techniques to maintain drainage 
patterns, thus preventing flood flows from being 
significantly impeded or redirected. 

o Section 3.1.2.3.8: If a Ffuture Tier One andor Tier 
Two equine facilityies requires the building or 
removal of a structure, would require a building 
permit would be required and development of the 
equine facility and therefore would be subject to 
the preparation of a Minor SWMP and site-specific 
BMPs and LID techniques to maintain drainage 
patterns, thus preventing flooding within the area. 

It should be noted that these revisions do not affect the 
analysis provided in Section 3.1 of the Draft EIR. 
Revisions made to the Final EIR are for clarification 
purposes only and do not affect the analysis or 
conclusions presented in the document.  
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 S-3 The DEIR takes a conservative approach. If every 
potential property permitted a horse stable then future 
Equine uses would generate additional animal waste. 
However, the County requires compliance with the 
existing Air Pollution Control District Regulations, 
Grading, Stormwater and Watershed Protection 
Ordinances. Compliance requires Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) for all projects on a case by case 
basis. Properties are different, intensity of uses are 
different, therefore different best management 
practices may apply to different properties depending 
on the case. For example where manure is kept in a bin 
and hauled off the property, few BMPs may be 
necessary for a project. However, where manure is 
spread or composted substantial BMPs may be 
required for compliance. There is ample information 
on the County webpages regarding BMPs, including 
project cleanwater. There will also be additional 
information handouts for Equine facilities as part of 
the implementation of this ordinance. Typically 
owners and operators should contact staff after 
reviewing the handouts to determine BMPs that are 
necessary. This would be part of permitting a Horse 
Stable or any building permit related to a Horse Stable 
or Horsekeeping. Therefore, stables being permitted 
under the new tiered ordinance will be reviewed by 
County staff and BMPs may be required on a case by 
case basis. Existing properties may be required to 
comply with existing grading, stormwater or 
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watershed protection ordinance requirements with 
BMPs depending on the situation. Therefore BMPs 
will be described in detail on each permitted project.  

S-4 See response to S-3. Water leaving a site is required to 
pass through BMPs, which due reduce bacteria and 
virus levels. Water will be as clean as required under 
the existing Grading, Stormwater and Watershed 
Protection Ordinances. 

S-5 As noted by the commenter, Section 3.1.2.3.2 of 
the DEIR addresses groundwater supplies and 
recharge. The guideline for determination of 
significance for this section reads as follows, “ A 
significant impact would result if: The project 
would substantially deplete groundwater supplies 
or interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that there would be a net deficit in 
aquifer volume or a lowering of the local 
groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of 
preexisting nearby wells would drop to a level that 
would not support existing land uses or planned 
uses for which permits have been granted).” 
Therefore, the analysis evaluates potential 
depletion of groundwater supplies and interference 
with groundwater recharge.  

 For an analysis of water quality impacts, please refer 
to Section 3.1.2.3.1 of the DEIR. This section 
discusses the requirement for manure management 
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plan when boarding four or more horses. As stated in 
Section 3.1.2.3.1,examples of BMPs included in a 
manure management plan are as follows: store 
manure on an impervious surface, such as concrete, 
and under a tarp to prevent runoff and leaching of 
pollutants into the ground; locate facilities and 
conduct activities away from waterways, flood-prone 
areas, and steep hillsides; provide well-established 
vegetation and/or vegetated swale to divert rain and 
stormwater run-on from contacting contaminants and 
carrying them off site; install proper fencing for 
animals to control waste and protect pastures/grasses; 
protect waste storage facilities from rainfall; apply 
appropriate pasture fertilization; and stabilize and 
manage paddocks. These measures would be in 
addition to WPO requirements. 

S-6 The County is not required to analyze an alternative 
suggested in public comments. The suggested 
alternative would generally result in the same 
conclusions as the alternatives analyzed currently in 
the DEIR. Ultimately, the County Board of 
Supervisors will determine which project or alternative 
will implemented. The information in this comment 
will be in the Final EIR for review and consideration 
by the Board. 

S-7 See Response S-6. 
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S-8 This comment is a concluding statement and does not 
raise an environmental issue for which a response  
is required. The County has included the Sweetwater 
Authority on the distribution list for this project. 
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INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 


