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Response to Comment Letter E 

SDG&E Environmental Programs 

Beverly Blessent 

December 16, 2011 

E-1 This comment is introductory in nature and does not raise a significant environmental 

issue for which a response is required. 

E-2 This comment does not raise significant environmental issues for which a response is 

required. However, the County wishes to point out that the proposed ordinance does 

not "…prohibit excess electricity to be sold to SDG&E by property owners of small 

wind turbines." The proposed ordinance defines Small Wind Turbine as: “A wind 

turbine with or without a tower, which has a rated capacity of not more than 50 

kilowatts that generates electricity primarily for use on the same lot on which the 

wind turbine is located.” While the primary use of a small turbine should be to 

generate electricity for use on the same lot on which the turbine is located, excess 

electricity may be exported for use off site.   

E-3 The County agrees with this comment.  All turbines will be subject to review through 

the Zoning Verification and Building Permit review process to ensure they are located 

safe distances from utility structures.  As with any building permit, development is 

not permitted within SDG&E easements and standard setbacks are adhered to.  The 

County has also added another provision under the criteria for small wind turbines in 

Section 6951.a requiring a 300-foot setback, or 5 times the height of the turbine, from 

transmission towers and lines. 

E-4 The County appreciates this comment.  Figure 1-4 Large Turbine(s) has been revised 

to clarify the areas where large wind turbines are allowed under the proposed 

ordinance amendment. 

E-5 This comment is conclusive in nature and does not raise a significant environmental 

issue for which a response is required. 
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