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1.1.2  Purpose 

The purpose of the LCP is to carry out the coastal resource protection policies of the Coastal Act. Coastal 

cities and counties are subject to both state planning and zoning laws and the Coastal Act. Each coastal 

city and county in California is required by that law to prepare and implement an LCP for its portion of 

the Coastal Zone that becomes part of, and should be integrated with, a local jurisdiction’s general plan. 

Like other counties in California, the San Diego County’s General Plan (hereafter “General Plan”) 

contains a comprehensive land use plan for its entire jurisdiction area, which extends landward well 

beyond the Coastal Zone boundary (Land Use Element of the General Plan, as required by the California 

Government Code, Sections 65300-65303.4). Figure 4 and Figure 5, Land Use Designations and Use 

Regulations, show the applicable General Plan land uses and zoning for the County’s Coastal Zone.  

In August 2011, the San Diego County Board of Supervisors approved the General Plan. The 2011 

General Plan is the result of the collective efforts of elected and appointed officials, community groups, 

individuals, and agencies who developed a framework for the future growth and development of the 

unincorporated areas of the County. Community Plans, adopted as an integral part of the County’s 

General Plan, are policy plans specifically created to address the issues, characteristics, and visions of 

communities within the County. The County’s Coastal Zone is located within the San Dieguito planning 

area, and the San Dieguito Community Plan was adopted in 2011 concurrent with the General Plan. 

Because the General Plan and the San Dieguito Community Plan contain strong policy frameworks for 

the County’s Coastal Zone, the County has prioritized inclusion and/or adaptation of existing policies in 

this LCP, rather than creation of new policies.  

The General Plan, and associated community plans, guide land development throughout the County. 

However, in the Coastal Zone, the LCP takes precedence over these plans. Where the LCP contains 

specific provisions applicable to development, such LCP provisions govern development activities. 

Policies of the General Plan that are not addressed by the Coastal Act and the LCP (e.g., policies that 

address housing and noise) apply throughout the entire County, both within and outside the Coastal 

Zone. Compliance with the LCP does not preclude development projects from the requirement to meet 

applicable Federal, State, and local regulations. If a conflict arises, development must comply with the 

more restrictive policy or regulation.  

The uncertified status of the County’s 2011 LCP leaves property owners within the County’s Coastal 

Zone to seek Coastal Permits through the California Coastal Commission (CCC) in addition to the County 

permit requirements and processes. As such, the County has undertaken an LCP update with the 

ultimate goal of receiving CCC certification and assuming responsibility for issuing Coastal Permits2 

within the County’s Coastal Zone (San Diego County 2015).This LUP document updates and replaces the 

2011 LUP of the County’s LCP. 

1.2 The California Coastal Act 

In 1972, the United States Congress passed Title 16 United States Code [U.S.C.] 1451-1464, which 

established a federal coastal zone and management policy. Pursuant to that legislation, the Congress 

2
 See Section 1.2.1 for more details on the County’s Coastal Permit process. 




