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Response to Comment Letter I55 

Wayne Skains 

February 11, 2014 

I55-1 The County of San Diego (County) acknowledges the 
commenter’s concern with emergency service and fire 
protection resources in the vicinity of the Proposed 
Project. The Draft Program Environmental Impact 
Report (DPEIR) is based on extensive analysis 
conducted in coordination with the fire agencies, 
including San Diego County Fire Authority (SDCFA), 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, 
and San Diego Rural Fire Protection District, and is 
consistent with industry standards and procedures. An 
emergency services capabilities assessment and 
cumulative impact mitigation report was prepared for 
the Proposed Project (see Appendix 3.1.7-1 of the 
DPEIR). Fire protection and emergency services are 
evaluated in Section 3.1.7.3.1 of the DPEIR. To 
reduce the risk of fire on the site and improve the 
effectiveness of an emergency response should a fire 
occur on site, site-specific Fire Protection Plans 
(FPPs) for the Tierra del Sol solar farm (Appendix 
3.1.4-5 of the DPEIR) and the Rugged solar farm 
(Appendix 3.1.4-6 of the DPEIR) have been prepared, 
will be approved, and will be implemented. The FPPs 
were prepared by a County-approved California 
Environmental Quality Act consultant in accordance 
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with the County’s Guidelines for Determining 

Significance and Report Format and Content 

Requirements: Wildland Fire and Fire Protection, 
dated August 31, 2010. As per project design feature 
PDF-HZ-3, similar site-specific FPPs will be prepared 
and approved by the SDCFA for the LanEast and 
LanWest solar farms prior to approval of a Major Use 
Permit for those sites. Additionally, it should be noted 
that the Proposed Project would enter into a fire and 
emergency protection services agreement with the San 
Diego County Fire Authority prior to approval of a 
Major Use Permit to make a fair share contribution to 
fund the provision of appropriate fire and emergency 
medical services (see PDF-PS-1 in Section 3.1.7.3.1 of  
the DPEIR). Pursuant to PDF-PS-1, the Proposed 
Project would contribute an initial Paramedic staff and 
startup equipment kit (total cost of $60,000) and 
annual funding for one Paramedic staff firefighter.  

 The availability of other resources in the Proposed 
Project area, including roads and water, is evaluated in 
Section 3.1.8, Traffic, and Section 3.1.9, Utilities, 
respectively, and was found to be adequate.   

I55-2 This comment is an attachment that includes a final 
report related to fire fighter safety and emergency 
response titled Fire Fighter Safety and Emergency 

Response for Solar Power Systems (October 2013).  
As stated on page 13 of the referenced report, “the 
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scope of this report includes all thermal systems and 
photovoltaic systems that are directly supporting the 
energy use of a structure” and the report “does not 
intend to include independent solar power generation 
facilities”. As such, the report is not intended to be 
applicable to power generation facilities such as those 
included in the Proposed Project.  

References 

County of San Diego. 2010. Guidelines for Determining 

Significance and Report Format and Content 

Requirements: Wildland Fire and Fire Protection. March 
19, 2007; last updated August 31, 2010. County of San 
Diego, Land Use and Environment Group, Department of 
Planning and Land Use, Department of Public Works. 
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds/docs/Fire-Guidelines.pdf. 
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