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Response to Comment Letter I72 

Mark Jorgensen 

February 15, 2014 

I72-1 The County of San Diego (County) acknowledges 

these comments. Impacts to groundwater are 

considered and addressed in the Draft Program 

Environmental Impact Report (DPEIR; see Section 

3.1.5, Hydrology and Water Quality). Please refer to 

the response to comment O4-3 related to concerns 

regarding groundwater and Carrizo Gorge. 

The County acknowledges the commenter’s support 

for the No Project Alternative. The decision makers 

have the approval authority for the Proposed Project 

and will consider all information in the Final Program 

Environmental Impact Report (FPEIR) and related 

documents before making a decision on the Proposed 

Project. The information in this comment will be in 

the FPEIR for review and consideration by the 

decision makers. 
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I72-2 The County acknowledges the commenter’s 

opposition to the Proposed Project. Impacts associated 

with the Ocotillo wind project are not representative of 

any potential impacts of the Proposed Project on 

natural or cultural resources, which have been 

thoroughly evaluated by the County in the DPEIR. 

Ultimately, the decision makers must determine 

whether to approve the Proposed Project or any 

alternatives. The information in this letter will be in 

the FPEIR for review and consideration by the 

decision makers. 

I72-3 The County acknowledges the commenter’s support 

for the No Project Alternative. The decision makers 

have the approval authority for the Proposed Project 

and will consider all information in the FPEIR and 

related documents before making a decision on the 

Proposed Project. The information in this comment 

will be in the FPEIR for review and consideration by 

the decision makers. 

 The County acknowledges the commenter’s 

preference for distributed-generation energy projects 

over the Proposed Project. Please refer to common 

response ALT2 regarding the County’s evaluation of a 

distributed energy generation alternative to the Project. 

 The County disagrees that the Proposed Project will 

spoil backcountry resources such as natural and cultural 

resources. The County found that the Proposed Project 
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would have less than significant impacts on biological 

and cultural resources with the implementation of 

mitigation (see DPEIR Sections 2.3.3, 2.4.3). The 

County acknowledges that the Project would have 

certain significant and unavoidable impacts related only 

to aesthetics, air quality, and land use (see DPEIR Table 

S-2). This comment lacks sufficient detail for the 

County to provide further response. 

I72-4 Potential impacts to groundwater were considered and 

addressed in the DPEIR (see Section 3.1.5, Hydrology 

and Water Quality). The County does not agree that 

estimates for water use in the Proposed Project’s 

DPEIR were grossly underestimated. See common 

response WR1. Related to potential impacts to the 

Carrizo Gorge within Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, 

please refer to response O4-3. 

The County disagrees with the characterization of the 

DPEIR as a “‘fast-track’ broad-brush analysis”.  The 

application for the Proposed Project has been 

processed by the County according to the County 

Zoning Ordinance and related regulations. The DPEIR 

provides a project-specific analysis of those projects 

for which the applicant is currently seeking project-

specific approval, the Rugged and Tierra del Sol solar 

farms.  The other projects are appropriately analyzed 

on a programmatic level. CEQA provides for 

programmatic analysis where a series of actions can be 
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characterized as one large project and are related.  (14 

CCR 15168(a); see also 14 CCR 15165.)  LanEast and 

LanWest are related to the Rugged and Tierra del Sol 

projects by geography, as logical parts in a chain of 

contemplated actions by the applicant, and because 

they would have generally similar environmental 

effects which can be mitigated in similar ways.  (Ibid.)   

I72-5 Issues raised in this comment related to sensitive 

wildlife and plant species and habitat connectivity and 

wildlife corridors were considered and addressed in 

the DPEIR (see Section 2.3.3.1, Candidate, Sensitive, 

or Special-Status Species, Section 2.3.3.4, Wildlife 

Movement and Nursery Sites).  The County found that 

the Proposed Project would have a less than 

significant impact on all biological resources with the 

implementation of mitigation, including sensitive 

species and wildlife movement. 

I72-6 The County concurs with this comment, which does 

not raise an environmental issue related to the 

Proposed Project. 

I72-7 The County disagrees with the commenter’s assertion 

that it has allowed the “fast tracking” of the Proposed 

Project. The application for the Proposed Project has 

been processed by the County according to the County 

Zoning Ordinance and related regulations, as well as 

the California Environmental Quality Act. Please refer 

to the response to comment O16-2. 
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I72-8 The County acknowledges the commenter’s support 

for the No Project Alternative. The Board of 

Supervisors has approval authority for the Proposed 

Project and will consider all information in the FPEIR 

and related documents before making a decision on the 

Proposed Project. The information in this comment 

will be in the FPEIR for review and consideration by 

the decision makers. 
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