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Response to Comment Letter O1 

San Diego Astronomy Association 

Michael Vander Vorst 

February 6, 2014 

O1-1 This comment is introductory in nature and does not 

raise a significant environmental issue for which a 

response is required. 
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O1-2 While Tierra del Sol is located in Zone B, the Proposed 

Project applicants have agreed to comply with Zone A 

lighting standards at the Tierra del Sol solar farm site. 

In response to this comment, Chapter 2.1, Aesthetics, of 

the Draft Program Environmental Impact Report 

(DPEIR)  has been revised to clarify that lighting at the 

Tierra del Sol solar farm would comply with Zone A 

lighting standards. These revisions to the DPEIR are 

presented in strikeout/underline format. To the extent 

these changes and additions to the DEIR provide new 

information that may clarify or amplify information 

already found in the DPEIR, and do not raise important 

new issues about significant effects on the environment, 

such changes are insignificant as the term is used in 

Section 15088.5(b) of the CEQA Guidelines. 

O1-3 The County of San Diego (County) appreciates this 

information and will take it into consideration.  

O1-4 Please refer to response to comment O1-2. In response 

to this comment, Chapter 2.1, Aesthetics, of the 

DPEIR has been revised to include project design 

feature PDF-AE-5. PDF-AE-5 reads as follows:  

PDF-AE-5: Outdoor lighting at each solar farm site 

shall conform to County of San Diego Light Pollution 

Code Zone A standards for lamp type and shielding 

requirements. More specifically, Zone A standards shall 

be applicable for all Class I (i.e., lighting for assembly 

areas where color rendition is important) and Class II 
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(i.e., lighting for general illumination and security) 

lighting at the solar farm site and all outdoor lighting 

fixtures shall be fully shielded and directed downward. 

Further, fully shielded motion sensor lighting shall be 

installed at the on-site private substation yard, next to 

the entrance door to the substation control house, and 

mounted atop entrance gates and shall be turned off 

when no one is on site. When possible, tracker washing 

shall occur during evening and morning hours to reduce 

occurrences of dark sky illumination. Regarding 

operation of security measures, motion sensor infrared 

cameras shall be installed at the project site to avoid 

illumination of the site and surrounding area during 

nighttime hours. Lastly, the addition of new sources of 

substantial lighting following approval of the MUP 

shall be prohibited.   

These revisions to the DPEIR are presented in 

strikeout/underline format. To the extent these changes 

and additions to the DEIR provide new information 

that may clarify or amplify information already found 

in the DPEIR, and do not raise important new issues 

about significant effects on the environment, such 

changes are insignificant as the term is used in Section 

15088.5(b) of the CEQA Guidelines. 

O1-5 Specific comments on the Proposed Project are 

addressed below. 
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O1-6 The County agrees that the SDAA property should be 

shown as a sensitive land use on Figure 2.5-4. In 

response to this comment, the County has made 

revisions to Figure 2.5-4 of the DPEIR; refer to 

Chapter 2.5.  

O1-7 As stated in Chapter 1.0, Project Description, Location, 

and Environmental Setting, lighting would be fully 

shielded and directed downward to minimize any effects 

to surrounding properties, and would be used only on an 

as-needed basis. Other sections of and resources 

prepared for the DPEIR, in particular, Chapter 2.1, 

Aesthetics, have been revised to clarify that solar farm 

lighting would be turned off when not in use and when 

no one is on site. These revisions to the DPEIR are 

presented in strikeout/underline format. To the extent 

these changes and additions to the DEIR provide new 

information that may clarify or amplify information 

already found in the DPEIR, and do not raise important 

new issues about significant effects on the environment, 

such changes are insignificant as the term is used in 

Section 15088.5(b) of the CEQA Guidelines. 

O1-8 As stated in Chapter 1.0, Project Description, 

Location, and Environmental Setting, lighting would 

be fully shielded and directed downward to minimize 

effects to surrounding properties. Section 5.1 of the 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining 

Significance: Dark Skies and Glare states that “a fully 

shielded outdoor light ensures that light rays emitted 
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from the fixture are projected below the horizontal 

plane passing through the lowest point on the fixture 

from which the light is emitted” (County of San Diego 

2009). As such, use of full shielding on solar farm 

lighting would ensure that direct uplight is not emitted 

and that dark skies are protected. Please refer to the 

response to comment O1-4 and Chapter 2.1, 

Aesthetics, for information regarding the operational 

characteristics of nighttime lighting at the Tierra del 

Sol solar farm.  

O1-9 Please refer to the response to comment O1-4.  

O1-10 The comment summarizes certain sections of the Draft 

Visual Resources Report prepared for the Tierra Del 

Sol solar farm. As no specific comment regarding the 

DPEIR is provided, no additional response is provided.  
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O1-11 Please refer to the responses to comments O1-4 and O1-7.  

O1-12 Please refer to the responses to comments O1-4 and O1-7.  

O1-13  Please refer to the response to comment O1-4. 

O1-14 Please refer to the response to comment O1-4. 

O1-15 Please refer to the response to comment O1-4. 

O1-16 Please refer to the response to comment O1-4. 

O1-17 Please refer to the response to comment O1-4. 

O1-18 Please refer to the response to comment O1-4. 

O1-19 This comment concludes the letter and does not raise an 

environmental issue for which a response is required. 
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