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Your Patients Are Critical in 
Advancing Direct Access
By Melissa Sinden

W hen you think about who 
stands to benefit the most 
from direct access to audi-

ologists, it is clear that the growing 
number of Medicare beneficiaries 
experiencing hearing loss will be the 
true winners. Direct access can mean 
one less trip to a physician’s office, 
fewer out-of-pocket coinsurance pay-
ments, and increased access to care. 
These benefits, of course, are nothing 
compared to the greater quality of 
life that patients enjoy when they 
receive quality hearing health care 
from an audiologist. 

Doesn’t it make sense then that 
we solicit their help in leading the 
charge? Audiology is a relatively 
small profession, and it is easy for 
our voice to become muted in a sea 

of larger physician groups with deep 
pockets and larger memberships. We 
can no longer rely on audiologists 
alone to make sure our message is 
delivered. We need every supporting 
voice to weigh in with their mem-
bers of Congress and tell them what 
direct access would mean to them. 
The stories from your friends, fam-
ily, and patients are the ones that 
congressional representatives take 
to heart and that serve to shape their 
opinions on legislation. 

During General Assembly at 
AudiologyNOW!® this year, then-Pres-
ident Kris English, PhD, described how 
to become a “15-second activist.” She 
demonstrated how quickly you can log 
on to the Academy’s Legislative Action 
Center (http://capwiz.com/audiology/
home) and send an editable letter to 
members of Congress on a variety of 
issues. You and your colleagues are 
highly encouraged to continue to do 

so, and now patients of audiology can 
do the same. 

By visiting the Academy’s con-
sumer Web site (www.howsyour 
hearing.org), patients can learn 
more about the advocacy issues that 
impact the care they receive. Urge 
your patients to use this site to send 
a message to their representatives 
and explain how access to audiologi-
cal services has improved their lives 
and why direct access is so critical 
in ensuring that Medicare patients 
receive the same standard of care. 

Included in this issue of Audiology 
Today is a patient advocacy flyer 
designed for Academy members to 
reproduce and place in patient areas of 
your practice setting. This flyer edu-
cates patients and friends of audiology 
on why direct access is important and 
how they can help guarantee access to 
hearing health care. 

We hope that you will make these 
flyers available for your patients to 
take home with them, generating 
thousands of 15-second activists. 
Every e-mail, phone call, and letter 
truly makes a difference.   

You know the life-changing 
positive impact your care has on 
patients living with hearing loss. It 
is time those patients had a voice on 
Capitol Hill. 

Melissa Sinden is the senior director of 
government relations with the American 
Academy of Audiology.

Washington Watch
Academy News

Direct Access would allow Medicare beneficiaries the option 

of going directly to a qualified audiologist for hearing and 

balance tests.
For the growing number of seniors experiencing hearing loss,  

direct access would mean increased access to care and greater  

quality of life. We hope that you will use this flyer to spread the word.

 � Photocopy this flyer or download and print multiple copies from  

www.audiology.org, search key words "direct access poster."

 � Place the flyers in highly visible areas of your practice setting  

where patients can view them and take them home. Encourage your patients to visit www.HowsYourHearing.org 

and advocate for direct access!

IS YOUR VOICE BEING HEARD?

Ask Congress to protect your access to hearing  

health care. Visit www.HowsYourHearing.org.
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AIT Position 
Statement Open  
for Peer Review 
The 2010 Auditory Integration Training 
Position Statement is open for wide-
spread peer review until July 16, 
2010. Send comments to Task Force 
Chair Carrie Spangler, AuD, at carrie.
spangler@email.sparcc.org. To review 
the document, visit www.audiology.
org and search key words “2010 audi-
tory integration.”

AMA SOP 
Response “Tool 
Kit” Available 
Online
Audiology is among 10 provider 
groups reviewed in the American 
Medical Association (AMA) Scope of 
Practice (SOP) Data Series. The reports 
on nonphysician providers were 
commissioned based on the AMA’s 
concerns that certain professions are 
expanding their “scope of practice” 
at the risk of potential harm to 
the public. Upon the release of the 
audiologists module, the Academy 
assembled a task force for its review, 
and it was determined that the 
document contained a number of 
inaccuracies, misstatements, and 
falsehoods that were not reflective of 
the profession of audiology.

The stated intent of these reports 
is “to provide background informa-
tion for state- and federal-based 

advocacy campaigns where the 
health and safety of patients may be 
threatened as a result of unwanted 
scope of practice expansions sought 
by nonphysician providers.” As such, 
the Academy felt it was necessary to 
develop materials to assist audiolo-
gists in educating policymakers on 
the facts. 

The Government Relations 
Committee created educational 
materials, which are now available 
on the Academy Web site. You will 
find a copy of the Academy task 
force report, the Academy audiology 
Scope of Practice Statement, and a list of 
frequently asked questions regarding 
the AMA SOP Data Series, in addition 
to other helpful tools. These materi-
als are intended for member use to 
combat any inaccurate information 
being disseminated to policymakers 
as a result of the AMA publication. 
Visit www.audiology.org and search 
key words “AMA SOP response.”

Resume Review 
Service
You think your resume is done— 
but is it really? Have you had a 
professional audiologist review your 
resume? Does it present your most 
relevant experience to employ-
ers? The only way to know for sure 
is to ask for qualified feedback. To 
assist those in the job market, the 
Academy is offering a FREE resume 
review service to members. Job seek-
ers can also submit items such as 
cover letters, curriculum vitaes, and 

thank-you notes for review. Please 
allow 7–10 days to have your job 
materials reviewed. 

For more information, visit www.
audiology.org and search key words 
“resume reviews.”

Are You Connected 
to the Academy’s 
Consumer Site?
The Academy’s recently launched 
consumer Web site now features 
an area on the home page for your 
patients to “advocate for audiology.” 
Check out the site as we continue to 
make upgrades and make sure your 
organization, practice, clinic, or uni-
versity department is linked to www.
howsyourhearing.org. 

Members in the 
News and More
Recently, two Academy members, 
De Wet Swanepoel, PhD, and Jay 
Hall III, PhD, were featured on Yahoo 
Sports and other online publica-
tions for their study on the NIHL 
danger from the blaring vuvuzela 
trumpets at the World Cup soccer 
games in South Africa. The Academy 
posts “members in the news” stories 
like this on our Web site, Facebook, 
Twitter, and more. Visit www.
audiology.org and search key words 
“members in the news.” 

News and Announcements
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Oticon’s Philanthropic 
Collaboration with   
AAAF Continues

O ticon, Inc., has been a generous friend 
of the AAA Foundation for many 
years. The company has funded 

the Marion Downs Pediatric Lecture since 
2004, and has made several gifts in support 
of research, education, and public aware-
ness with funds raised through the Hearing 
with Our Hearts program and other collab-
orative efforts. At AudiologyNOW! ® 2010, 
Oticon President Peer Lauritsen announced 
that Oticon would make a $25,000 gift to the 
Foundation, thus continuing its tradition of 
generous philanthropic support. Lauritsen 
stated, “Oticon is proud to partner with the 
American Academy of Audiology Foundation 
on its many educational and service initia-
tives that benefit people with hearing loss 
and the people who care for them. Through 
our support of these activities, we reaffirm 
Oticon’s commitment to always put the needs 
of people first.”

Oticon’s Alternative Energy Block Party 
Benefit was a success, as the company 
pledged to donate $10 to the Foundation for 
every audiologist who attended the benefit 
event, featuring rock bands Cheap Trick and 
the Infidels. Everyone had a rockin’ good time 
at the sold-out benefit, and best of all, Oticon’s 
gift ensures continued funding for educa-
tional projects such as the Student Travel 
Award Reimbursement (STAR) Program, 
which funds educational opportunities for 
graduate students across the United States.  

Oticon also kicked off its Mission to 
Xanthia Expedition at the Foundation Booth 
at AudiologyNOW! The mission team, led 
by Jackie Clark, PhD, from UT Dallas, will 
provide hearing health care to the under-
served populations in the Vredefort Dome 
area of South Africa. In addition to providing 

hearing aids and supplies for the trip, Oticon 
will send two humanitarian audiologists to 
Africa to work on the mission team. Jamie 
Shumaker and Julie Verhoff were chosen from 
among hundreds of audiologists who submit-
ted entry forms for the drawing held  
at the Foundation booth on April 17. Friends 
of the Foundation can track the progress 
of the mission as Jamie and Julie provide 
dispatches from South Africa on the Team 
Xanthia blog. Visit www.audiologyfounda-
tion.org to access their blog and  learn more 
about this humanitarian partnership.  

Oticon also supported the Foundation’s 
Auction 4 Audiology with several  donations 
including a guitar autographed by Cheap 
Trick, a set of Agil hearing devices, and  
several plush hearing-service dogs.  

Cheryl Kreider Carey, CAE, executive 
director, thanked Lauritsen and his col-
leagues from Oticon at AudiologyNOW!,  
“Oticon has been a generous supporter of 
the Foundation. Their philanthropy creates 
opportunities for us to do great things for the 
profession of audiology and those it serves—
thank you!”

Jamie Shumaker, pictured with Foundation Director of 
Development Kathleen Devlin Culver (front row left to 
right), celebrates her selection for the Xanthia mission trip 
with Oticon staff Henning Falster, Mariann Cadieu, and 
Jim Kothe (back row left to right).
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2010 Auction 
4 Audiology 
Donors
Deb Abel
Alabama Academy of Audiology
American Academy of Audiology
American Board of Audiology
American Institute of Balance 

Education Foundation
AuDBling.com
AudioSync
Auditech, Inc.
John Barker
Judith Blumsack
James Brandess
California Academy of Audiology
Cheryl Kreider Carey
Connecticut Academy of Audiology
CounselEAR, LLC.
Kathleen Devlin Culver
Richard Danielson
Delmar/Cengage Learning, Inc.
Ear Gear
Educational Audiology Association
Etymotic Research, Inc.
Ever-Dry Hearing Aid Saver Co.
M. Patrick Feeney
Florida Academy of Audiology
George S. Osborne College of 

Audiology
Harris Communications
Hearing HealthCare News
Lyric Hearing
Dianne Meyer
Micro-Tech
Minnesota Academy of 

Audiology
MiraCell, Inc.
Oticon, Inc.
Plural Publishing
Renata Consumer Batteries/Sy 

Kessler Sales, Inc.
April Ressler
SAA Chapter at Auburn Univ.
SAA Chapter at Missouri State 

Univ.
SAA Chapter at Univ. of 

Pittsburgh
SAA Chapter at Univ. of Texas 

at Dallas
SAA Chapter at Univ. of 

Washington
San Diego Padres
Sensimetrics Corporation
Sound Oasis Company
Starkey Laboratories, Inc.
TIMS for Audiology
Unitron
Univ. of Mississippi Med. Center
Washington State Academy of 

Audiology
Westone Laboratories, Inc.
Williams Sound Corporation
Woodturnings by John Penrod

Auction 4 Audiology Raises Over $11,000

T hey may not have been wearing wet-
suits—but there was definitely lots  
of surfing going on at AudiologyNOW! 

Convention attendees and cybershoppers 
across the country surfed the sale in the  
AAA Foundation’s online Auction 4 Audiology 
running April 5–17. 

Over 60 items were displayed at the 
Foundation Booth including collectibles, 
electronics, jewelry, and handcrafted art—a 
special focus this year. New for 2010 was the 

“Make a STATEment” contest, which encour-
aged AuD programs and Student Academy 
of Audiology (SAA) chapters to donate items 
that showcased their state. We are pleased 
to announce that the SAA chapter at The 
University of Texas at Dallas donated the 

auction item that received the most bids. 
Their contribution of the one-of-a-kind 
handcrafted James Jerger doll was a real 
treasure and was contested in a fierce bid-
ding war! The chapter won a well-deserved 
night of food, fun, and a break from the books 
for their great auction item that ultimately 
raised over $200 for the Foundation.

The highest bid in the auction was $1,525 
for the Hamer Vector Flametop electric guitar 
signed by Cheap Trick and donated by Oticon, 
Inc. Other popular items included a $1,200 
gift certificate to the Ritz-Carlton donated 
by Lyric Hearing, an 8GB iPod touch donated 
by Unitron, and a multicomponent vase 
crafted and donated by John Penrod, a retired 
audiologist.

When the sun had set on the auction on 
Saturday, April 17, we had raised over $11,000 
to support research, education, and pub-
lic awareness in the hearing sciences. The 
auction is one of our favorite benefit events 
and we thank everyone who bid, donated, 
or helped make it such a success. If you’re 
interested in donating to the 2011 Auction 
4 Audiology, please contact Tara Conte at 
tconte@audiology.org.

Mindy Brudereck emerges victorious from a fierce bidding 
war for a crocheted James Jerger doll. 

New AAA Foundation Board Members Announced

A s of July 1, David Fabry, Karen Jacobs, 
and Michael Mallahan have begun a 
three-year term on the Foundation 

Board of Trustees. Also joining the board is 
Academy Past-President Kristina English, who 
will fill a one-year term and serve as liaison 
to the Academy Board. The Foundation is 
delighted to welcome this talented group 
of individuals who will bring their unique 
perspectives to the board. Ending their terms 
on the Foundation board are A.U. Bankaitis, 
Sharon Fujikawa Brooks, and Patrick Feeney.
Each made an impact on the Foundation’s 

philanthropic efforts during their term as 
a trustee and are thanked for sharing their 
time and talents with their colleagues on  
the board. 

New trustees: Kris English, PhD, is a 
professor at the University of Akron/NOAC, 
Akron, OH. She earned her undergraduate 
and master’s degrees at San Diego State 
University and completed her doctoral degree 
at the consortium program at SDSU and 
Claremont Graduate University. Her areas of 
interest include audiological counseling and 
the art and science of teaching audiology. She 
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2010 James Jerger Awards for Excellence in Student Research

T he AAA Foundation presented each of the  
following young researchers with a James  
Jerger Award for Excellence in Student  

Research at AudiologyNOW! 2010:

Tracy Barsheff, BS 
Western Michigan University 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome: Influence on the Ear and Cranial Ganglia

Melody Benedic, BA 
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center 
Inter-Aural Differences of Wave V to Click and Speech Stimuli in 
Children at Risk for (C)APD 

Shannon Daniels, AuD 
University of Connecticut 
Electrophysiological Correlates to Behavioral Gap Detection

Stephanie Nagle, BA 
University of Connecticut 
Comparing the Diagnostic and Screening Gaps-in-Noise Tests

Each individual received a $500 award funded annually 
by an anonymous Foundation donor who is committed 
to the promotion of research in the hearing sciences. For 
information on how you can support audiology research, 
contact Kathleen Devlin Culver at 703-226-1049. 

From left to right: AAA Foundation Chair Dianne Meyer congratulates 
James Jerger Award winner Melody Benedic along with Jill Preminger 
and Jennifer Shinn.

has authored four books and 16 chapters and has given 
over 150 presentations in the United States, Canada, and 
Europe. She served as a board member of the Educational 
Audiology Association for 10 years, including as presi-
dent in 1997–1998. She has served on the board of the 
American Academy of Audiology for four years.

David Fabry, PhD, is managing director of Audiosync 
Hearing Technologies. He is a past president (2001) and 
board member (1997–2002) of the American Academy of 
Audiology, past Board member of the American Board of 
Audiology, and has previously held positions as director 
of audiology at Mayo Clinic (1994–2002) and the University 
of Miami (2007–2009). He is currently the content edi-
tor of Audiology Today. He earned three degrees from the 
University of Minnesota, a bachelor’s degree in psychol-
ogy (1981), master’s in audiology (1984), and a doctoral 
degree in hearing science (1988). 

Karen Jacobs, AuD, is a private practitioner in Grand 
Rapids, MI, and owner of AVA Hearing Center, which she 
started in 1998 following 15 years in an ENT practice. She 
has been active in the profession, serving recently on the 
American Academy of Audiology Board of Directors, on 
the American Board of Audiology Board of Governors, as 
president of the Michigan Academy of Audiology, and as 
a volunteer for other national and state organizations in 
support of hearing health care. She has a BS and an MA 
from Central Michigan University, and an AuD from the 
George S. Osborne College of Audiology at Salus University.

Michael Mallahan, AuD, is the director of the Hearing 
& Balance Lab in Everett, WA, and has been in private 
practice since 1995. He is regionally recognized for 
expertise in providing assessment and direction for 
rehabilitative care for patients with balance disorders. 
He received his undergraduate and graduate education 
at Western Washington University and his AuD from A.T. 
Still University of Health Sciences. His greatest joy is serv-
ing children in Guatemala leading medical mission teams 
through the Healing the Children organization. 

The AAA Foundation is incredibly fortunate to have 
such dedicated volunteers and looks forward to another 
successful year!

Current and future Foundation board members at the Foundation’s annual 
on-site board meeting at AudiologyNOW!
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Classified Ads

Your Year-Round 

Audiology 
Employment

Resource

Employer Appreciation  
Job Posting Discount 

15% off  
ALL Job Posting 
Packages
 � Single 30-day posting

 � Single 60-day posting

 � 3 Job Postings for 1 month

 � 5 Job Postings for 1 month

All postings include resume database 
access.

To take advantage of this offer, enter the code 
THANKS242 at checkout. Offer expires 8/31/2010.

AmericAN AcAdemy Of AudiOlOgy

to post a job today.

Visit

LOOKING 
TO HIRE AN 

AUDIOLOGIST?

Advertise  
your open 

position here.

Contact Christy Hanson  

at chanson@audiology.org  

for pricing on display ads  

and line listings.

>>	 Audiology	news
>>	 Academy	news
>>	 Job	listings
>>	 And	more

The	Audiology Today e-newsletter	
is	sent	the	first	Wednesday	of		
every	month.

Advertising available.  
Contact	chanson@audiology.org

GeT	your	fix	of
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Classified and Employment Line Listing  
Rates for Audiology Today
Up to 50 words $125

Each additional word $2

Agency discount not valid for line listings.

Classified and Employment Display  
Advertising for Audiology Today
Ad Rates 1x 6x 12x

Full page $1,630 $1,425 $1,295

1/2 page $1,230 $1,015 $900

1/4 page $880 $760 $730

Full Color $1,375

2nd Color Matched $800

Agency discount 10%: valid to advertising agencies only, 
does not include color.

Contact Christy Hanson at chanson@audiology.org  

or 703-226-1062 for more information or to place an ad.

Web Employment Postings
Posting Rates Members Nonmembers

Single 30-Day 
Posting

$245 $290

Single 60-Day 
Posting

$450 $550

3 Job Postings  
for 1 Month

$625 $750

5 Job Postings 
for 1 Month

$980 $1,120

Resume search included with job posting.

Contact Vanessa Scherstrom at vscherstrom@audiology.org 

for more information.
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AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF AUDIOLOGY

Share your experience and knowledge with 
other audiologists. Submit a presentation 
proposal for AudiologyNOW!® 2011.

The Program Committee is looking for presentation proposals 

from first-time presenters, seasoned presenters, and everyone 

in between.

Super TrAckS fOr 2011

 � Pediatrics

 � Vestibular

 � Treatment

 � Practice Issues

 � Neuro-Audiology (with a special emphasis on Tinnitus)

Submit proposals online at  
www.audiologynow.org starting  
August 2, 2010.



View this exciting technology at 

personamedical.com/Vcom  |  800.789.6543 

exclusive territories may be available in your area.    

SpeechPro has already revolutionized the way we fit hearing instruments.  Simply talk, and the 
hearing instrument programs to target in seconds – validated simultaneously with a real-ear 
speech mapping system.  

Now, VCOM gives you the freedom to fit hearing aids using voice commands.  VCOM lets you 
program the hearing device “hands free” so that you can move about the patient and not be stuck 
behind a computer keyboard and mouse. Besides voice programming, interact with the com-
puter’s “Persona” by letting the computer help answer the patient’s questions…ie. “Why do I need 
two hearing aids?” “Will these help in noise?” Or,  use VCOM to help train your office staff… “What 
is auditory deprivation?”… “What is binaural summation?” The options are endless.

VCOM streamlines the fitting process.  Differentiate your practice and enhance your technological 
image while increasing patient confidence.  Let your voice power your next fitting.  

For a limited time order 5 EVoK 900 hearing instruments and 
receive a Persona Speech Mapping System absolutely Free

P E R S   N A
M E D I C A L

TM

®



 








