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Response to Comment Letter GG 

Backcountry Against Dumps and The Protect Our 
Communities Foundation 

Donna Tisdale 
December 30, 2011 

GG-1 This comment is introductory in nature. The County 
replaced the December 30th version of the 
commenter's letter with this one received on January 
4, 2012 as requested. Since the commenter left the 
original date at the top, it is still noted as having been 
received on December 30, 2011. 

GG-2 The County appreciates this comment and is 
responding to this comment letter although it was 
received after the close of public review. 

GG-3 Since the County's Wind Energy Ordinance is one 
project pursuant to CEQA and is not combined with 
any other projects, the County is responding here only 
to the comments within this letter dated December 30, 
2011 and revised January 4, 2012. The County also 
acknowledges the comments received during the NOP 
comment period, which were attached to the DEIR.  

GG-4 The County acknowledges the commenter's opposition 
to the proposed project, the DEIR, and the reduced 
alternatives that were analyzed. 
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GG-5 The County agrees that the DEIR identified 24 subject 
areas for which the project will have significant and 
unavoidable impacts even after all feasible mitigation 
is applied. 

GG-6 The County does not agree that the project will result 
in any industrial zones since no changes are proposed 
to zoning maps. However, the County agrees that the 
DEIR identified potentially significant impacts to 
community character, biological resources, and 
hazards associated with wildland fires. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reponses to Comments 

January 2013  6281 
Wind Energy Ordinance –Environmental Impact Report GG-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GG-7 The County acknowledges the commenter's support 
for the No Project Alternative. Please also see 
responses to comments K2, S3 and S4. 

GG-8 The County acknowledges the information in this 
comment. Significant adverse effects from small wind 
turbines are analyzed in the DEIR. 

GG-9 The comment requests a moratorium for large wind 
turbine projects and the initiation of new studies to 
evaluate revised setbacks for large wind turbines. This 
recommendation would conflict with the project 
objectives of the Wind Energy Ordinance. 
Nevertheless, the commenter can present this option to 
the County Board of Supervisors as an alternative 
during the hearing process. In addition, these 
comments will be included in the Final EIR and staff 
report to the decision makers. See also response to 
comment K3. 

GG-10 Please see response to comment W3. 
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GG-11 This comment does not raise a significant 
environmental issue relative to the DEIR for which a 
response is required. 

GG-12 The County does not agree that the DEIR is 
insufficient. In conformance with CEQA, the DEIR 
evaluated the whole of the action and analyzed each 
environmental subject area with regard to potential 
adverse effects. It is not the function of the DEIR to 
evaluate the merits of the project or develop a 
recommendation for decision makers. Rather, the 
DEIR adequately discloses impacts, describes feasible 
mitigation, and provides comparative analyses for 
reduced alternatives. 

GG-13 The County acknowledges this comment and 
referenced ROD. This information does not raise 
specific issues relative to the DEIR, and therefore no 
further response is provided. 

GG-14 The County acknowledges this comment and 
referenced AWEA excerpt. This information is does 
not raise specific issues relative to the DEIR and, 
therefore, no further response is provided. 
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GG-15 This comment takes issue with the AWEA seminar but 
does not raise environmental issues relative to the 
DEIR. 

GG-16 This comment implies that the County has made 
claims regarding the safety of wind turbine projects. It 
is not clear what information this comment is referring 
to. 

GG-17 Issues raised in this comment are not related to an 
environmental issue pursuant to CEQA. 

GG-18 Ultimately, the Board of Supervisors must determine 
which project or alternative will be implemented. The 
information in this comment will be in the Final EIR 
for review and consideration by the County Board of 
Supervisors. 

GG-19 The type of analysis discussed in this comment 
depends on the project-specific proposals for large 
wind turbine applications. If appropriate, such analysis 
may be conducted during environmental review of 
specific proposed wind energy projects. 
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GG-20 County staff has reviewed the article provided in this 
comment regarding the adverse effects from 
neodymium mining in China. The County appreciates 
this information. It should be noted that this 
information does not result in any new significant 
environmental impacts, an increase in the severity of 
previously identified project impacts, or new feasible 
project alternatives or mitigation measures. 
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GG-21 The County appreciates this information from various 
sources evaluating the benefits, or lack thereof, of 
renewable energy projects. There is disagreement 
among experts in analyzing the costs and benefits of 
renewable energy projects. The project objectives of 
the County's Wind Energy Ordinance are primarily 
based on State and federal goals. However, the County 
seeks to include the most up-to-date information for 
public disclosure and consideration by the decision 
makers. As such, this information will be included in 
the Final EIR for consideration by the County Board 
of Supervisors. 
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GG-22 This comment addresses the Tule Wind project and 
does not raise issues with the proposed Wind Energy 
Ordinance project. 

GG-23 This comment opposes the minimum setback proposed 
in the draft ordinance for large turbines as insufficient 
for safety and health. Please note that future large 
wind turbine projects will have to provide additional 
setback distances in order to address low frequency 
noise provisions. While there is no universally 
accepted setback distance for large wind turbine 
projects, the proposed standards for requiring setbacks 
that correlate with low frequency noise output are 
meant to ensure that there will be a reasonable 
distance between large turbine development and 
sensitive receptors. 

GG-24 County staff has reviewed the video referenced in the 
comment. The County appreciates this information. 

GG-25 This comment opposes the low frequency noise 
standards proposed in the draft ordinance. Please refer 
to response to comment Q2. It should be noted that the 
County is immune from liability for injury resulting 
from the issuance or approval of a permit. Gov. Code, 
section 818.4. 

GG-26 This comment takes issues with the Tule wind 
project’s siting of large turbines near homes. For 
clarification, the County is not proposing to site large 
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turbine projects near homes, but is updating the 
regulations pertaining to future large turbine projects. 
Any application for a large turbine project will have to 
undergo its own separate site specific environmental 
review. 

GG-27 This comment addresses the Tule Wind project and 
does not raise issues with the proposed Wind Energy 
Ordinance project. 
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GG-28 This comment appears to be a flowchart provided by 
the World Health Organization in association with its 
2009 nighttime guidelines. However, County staff 
could not find this chart within any of the references. 
The information in this flowchart is not inconsistent 
with the existing content of the DEIR (see Section 2.8 
regarding noise). 

GG-29 The County appreciates this information and has 
reviewed the December 2011 documents from New 
South Wales. Though not a regulation, the New South 
Wales government prepared the following guideline 
for new wind farm projects: 
 
“For a new wind farm development, the predicted 
equivalent noise level (Leq, 10 minute), adjusted for 
any excessive levels of tonality, amplitude modulation 
or low frequency, but including all other normal wind 
farm characteristics, should not exceed 35dB(A) or the 
background noise (L90) by more than 5dB(A), 
whichever is the greater, at all relevant receivers not 
associated with the wind farm, for wind speed from 
cut-in to rated power of the WTG and each integer 
wind speed in between.” 
 
The County has prepared a different method for 
regulating wind turbine noise as discussed in Section 
2.8 of the DEIR. 
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GG-30 Please see response to comment F1. 

GG-31 These issues regarding the effects of wind turbine 
noise are not inconsistent with the existing content the 
DEIR and are addressed throughout DEIR Section 
2.8.1. 
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GG-32 The County appreciates this information. Since the 
comment does not identify deficiencies in the DEIR, 
no further response is required. 

GG-33 These issues regarding the effects of wind turbine 
noise are not inconsistent with the existing content the 
DEIR and are addressed throughout DEIR Section 
2.8.1. 

GG-34 The County appreciates this information. Based on 
similar research, the County has developed a noise 
level limit for low frequency noise as described in 
Section 2.8 of the DEIR and included in the proposed 
Wind Energy Ordinance. See also response to 
comment Q2. 

GG-35 The issues raised in this comment are not inconsistent 
with the content of the DEIR. Please refer to DEIR 
Section 2.8.1. 

GG-36 To ensure compliance with the County's noise limits 
for large wind turbines, the draft Wind Energy 
Ordinance includes compliance review provisions 
which will require Major Use Permits for large 
turbine(s) to be conditioned to require a compliance 
report to the County once every two years. The 
compliance report shall describe any complaints filed 
with the County during the previous two year period 
and all corrective actions taken if the use was found to 
be out of compliance with the requirements of Section 
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6952 of the (County Zoning Ordinance) and/or the 
applicable noise related Major Use Permit conditions. 
As a result of this review, the Director will determine 
that the use is in compliance with the requirements of 
this section and the applicable noise related Major Use 
Permit conditions or that the Major Use Permit shall 
be subject to review by the Planning Commission. If 
the Planning Commission finds that the use no longer 
complies with the requirements of section 6952 and/or 
the applicable noise related conditions of the Major 
Use Permit, the Planning Commission may initiate 
modification or revocation of the permit in accordance 
with section 7382.c.  
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GG-37 The issues raised in this comment are not inconsistent 
with the content of the DEIR. Please refer to DEIR 
Section 2.8.1. 

GG-38 The issues raised in this comment are not inconsistent 
with the content of the DEIR. Please refer to DEIR 
Section 2.8.1. 

GG-39 The County has conducted specific research on low 
frequency noise generated by wind turbines, as 
discussed in Section 2.8 of the DEIR. Based on the 
County's research, a measured difference of more than 
20 dB between the wind turbine low frequency sound 
(dBC) and background sound (dBA) is the threshold 
for a significant impact related to noise. Therefore, the 
County has included provisions within the Wind 
Energy Ordinance based on this threshold. The 
comment provides a different method for regulating 
noise. Disagreement among experts does not result in 
an inadequate EIR (CEQA Guidelines §15151). 

GG-40 See response to comment GG39 above. 

GG-41 This comment raises the issue of large wind turbine 
impacts on property values. It should be noted that 
social and economic effects need not be considered in 
an EIR (see CEQA Guidelines sections 15064(e) and 
15131). In addition, it should be noted that the County 
is not proposing placement of large wind turbines. The 
proposed Wind Energy Ordinance establishes 
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provisions for permitting large wind turbines in the 
future under the Major Use Permit process. For any 
such application, stakeholders will have the 
opportunity to provide comments and testimony 
related to environmental or economic impacts. 
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GG-42 The County appreciates this information. Please refer 
to response to comment GG41 above. 
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GG-43 The County agrees with the concerns expressed in this 
comment. Fire protection plans and specific safety 
measures will be required for all future large wind 
turbine projects. See additional discussion in DEIR 
Section 2.6. 
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GG-44 This comment illustrates existing conditions in the 
Boulevard Community where turbines were placed on 
Campo tribal lands. While the County addressed 
potential cumulative impacts in the DEIR, including 
those projects on Campo tribal lands, future individual 
large turbine permits will also have to conduct 
cumulative impact analyses and avoid or mitigate so 
as not to exacerbate existing adverse effects. 
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GG-45 This comment is not relevant to the project except as it 
relates to the cumulative impact analysis in the DEIR. 
The County has included all past, present and 
reasonably foreseeable future projects in its 
cumulative analysis. Table 1-4d has also been updated 
since receipt of this comment. 

GG-46 See response to comment F1, W3 and GG36.  

GG-47 This comment provides information about existing 
conditions in the Boulevard Community. While this 
comment does not identify deficiencies in the DEIR, 
the County appreciates this information and will 
include it in the documents presented to the decision 
makers for the project. 

GG-48 The County concurs with this comment and is in 
receipt of the map shown. 

GG-49 These are considerations that will be taken into 
account when specific large turbine projects are 
proposed in the County's jurisdiction. A proposed 
large wind turbine project would undergo site specific 
environmental review that would analyze these 
potential impacts and, if they are potentially 
significant, provide mitigation measures. In addition 
the Major Use Permit for a specific large wind turbine 
project would include conditions to address fire safety 
and hazardous materials. 


