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GG-129 See response to comment W3. 
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GG-130 The County appreciates this information. Existing and 
on-going conditions in the region will be a 
consideration for decision makers during the hearing 
process for this project. 
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GG-131 See responses to comments GG127 and GG130 above. 
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GG-132 See responses to comments GG127 and GG130 above. 
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GG-133 See responses to comments GG127 and GG130 above. 
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GG-134 The County acknowledges the commenter's opposition 
to the proposed project. The information in this 
comment will be in the Final EIR for review and 
consideration by the decision makers. 
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GG-135 See response to comment J13. 

GG-136 See response to comment J13. 

GG-137 The County appreciates this information and agrees 
that there are many other methods to reduce energy 
usage. The County does not believe that increasing the 
efficiency in energy use should preclude options for 
allowing wind energy projects. However, this 
information will be in the Final EIR for review and 
consideration by the decision makers. 
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GG-138 See responses to comments AA32 and GG137. 
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GG-139 The growth-inducing effects discussion in Section 1.8 
of the DEIR was prepared in accordance with CEQA 
Guidelines. The full text in the DEIR is as follows: 
“Additionally, the development of wind turbines and 
MET facilities would not induce substantial 
population growth. The proposed Zoning Ordinance 
amendments do not propose any physical or regulatory 
changes that would remove a restriction to or 
encourage population growth in an area including, but 
not limited to, the following: new or extended 
infrastructure or public facilities; new commercial or 
industrial facilities; large-scale residential 
development; accelerated conversion of homes to 
commercial or multifamily use; regulatory changes 
including GPAs encouraging population growth, 
specific plan amendments, zone reclassifications, or 
sewer or water annexations; or Local Agency 
Formation Commission annexation actions. Although 
the uses supported by wind turbines or MET facilities 
may expand, residential uses will continue to be 
allowed in conjunction with those uses. Wind turbines 
would supplement residential use and would not 
encourage housing growth in the County. 
Additionally, the project does not increase density or 
intensity of land use.” The proposed project is an 
ordinance to permit future turbines. It does not 
propose growth-inducing infrastructure, increased 
residential density, or mixed uses of residential with 
industrial.  
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GG-140 The project proposes to update regulations for large 
wind turbines to be consistent with current wind 
turbine technology and designs. Setbacks are not 
necessarily reduced but are based on new criteria due 
to updated technologies and better information. Some 
projects may be eligible for exceptions/waivers to the 
proposed noise restrictions on a case-by-case basis. 
The impacts that may result from such cases were 
analyzed in DEIR Section 2.8. The potentially 
significant direct and cumulative impacts of the 
project are analyzed in the DEIR. 

GG-141 The information requested in this comment is 
available through National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL): 
http://www.nrel.gov/gis/pdfs/eere_wind/eere_windon_
h_california.pdf. As shown on their wind resource 
data map, the vast majority of the County coastline 
and incorporated jurisdictions are categorized with a 
Wind Power Classification of “poor”. This Wind 
Power Class is generally considered less than ideal for 
wind turbine development. The County does not agree 
that all wind resource areas need to be analyzed in the 
cumulative impacts analysis. The wind resource data 
available through NREL provides a geographic scope 
for the cumulative impact study, while the past, 
present and probable future projects discussed in the 
DEIR provide the basis for the impacts analysis.  
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GG-142 Issues raised in this comment are not inconsistent with 
the existing content of the DEIR. 

GG-143 See responses to comments GG80 and GG140.  
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GG-144 See responses to comments B2, K10, V5, AA3, GG41, 
GG59, and GG86. 

GG-145 See responses to comments F1, V2, AA34, and II8. 

GG-146 See responses to comments V5, GG59, and GG86. 

GG-147 See responses to comments F1 and V2.  
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GG-148 See response to comment V3.  

GG-149 See responses to comments F1 and GG86. 
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GG-150 See responses to comments F1 and V2.  

GG-151 The proposed ordinance will require setbacks from 
residents due to the low frequency noise regulations 
(see Appendix A to these responses to comments for 
examples). See also responses to comments F1, J18, 
V2.  

GG-152 See responses to comments V5, GG59, and GG86. 

GG-153 See responses to comments F1 and V2.  

GG-154 See response to comment GG103. 
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GG-155 See responses to comments AA32 and GG137. 

GG-156 The issues raised in this comment are not inconsistent 
with the content of the DEIR. Please refer to DEIR 
Section 2.6.3.7. It should be noted, however, that 
issues related to fire insurance rates/coverage were not 
discussed in the DEIR since this topic is not related to 
environmental impacts. See CEQA Guidelines section 
15131. 
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GG-157 This comment does not raise a significant 
environmental issue for which a response is required. 

GG-158 See responses to comments K5.  

GG-159 The issues raised in this comment are not inconsistent 
with the content of the DEIR. Please refer to DEIR 
Section 2.1. 

GG-160 See responses to comments F1, V2, V5, GG59, GG86, 
GG103, and II8.  

GG-161 See responses to comments F1, V2, and II8.  
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GG-162 See response to comment GG75. 

GG-163 See responses to comments GG41 and II10. 

GG-164 The County appreciates this information. Since the 
comment does not identify deficiencies in the DEIR, 
no further response is required. See also response to 
comment GG137.  
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GG-165 See responses to comments W3, AA10, GG6, and 
GG66. 

GG-166 See response to comment GG3. 
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GG-167 See response to comment W3. 

GG-168 This comment does not raise a significant 
environmental issue for which a response is required. 
However, it should be noted that the existing Zoning 
Ordinance provides for permitting of large wind 
turbines much the same as the proposed ordinance. 
However, the proposed project would update 
regulations for large wind turbines to be consistent 
with current wind turbine technology and designs. In 
addition, the proposed project would add provisions 
for regulating low frequency noise. 

 



Reponses to Comments 

January 2013  6281 
Wind Energy Ordinance –Environmental Impact Report GG-78 

 

INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 


