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Response to Comment Letter II 

Rural Economic Action League 
January 24, 2012 

II-1 The County acknowledges the commenter's opposition 
to the proposed project, the EIR, the General Plan 
Amendment, the reduced alternatives identified in the 
DEIR, and the proposed Tule General Plan 
Amendment.   The information in this comment will 
be in the Final EIR for review and consideration by 
the decision makers. 

II-2 The County acknowledges the commenter's support 
for the No Project Alternative. 

II-3 The comment requests a moratorium for large wind 
turbine projects and the initiation of new studies to 
evaluate impacts from large wind turbines.  This 
recommendation would conflict with the project 
objectives of the Wind Energy Ordinance.  
Nevertheless, the commenter can present this option to 
the County Board of Supervisors as a project 
alternative during the hearing process.  In addition, 
this comment will be included in the Final EIR and 
staff report to the decision makers. 

II-4 The County acknowledges the commenter's opposition 
to the proposed General Plan Amendment.   The 
information in this comment will be in the Final EIR 



Reponses to Comments 

January 2013  6281 
Wind Energy Ordinance –Environmental Impact Report II-2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

for review and consideration by the decision makers. 

II-5 Issues raised in this comment are not inconsistent with 
the existing content of the DEIR.  Section 2.6.3.7 
identifies potentially significant impacts associated 
with wildland fires for both large and small wind 
turbines.  It should be noted, however, that issues 
related to fire insurance rates/coverage were not 
discussed in the DEIR since this topic is not related to 
environmental impacts.  See CEQA Guidelines section 
15131. 
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II-6 This comment does not raise a significant 
environmental issue for which a response is required.  
For clarification, large wind turbine projects are 
categorized as Major Impact Services and Utilities in 
the Zoning Ordinance, which is a civic use type 
pursuant to Section 2105.a.  The proposed Wind 
Energy Ordinance will not change this classification; 
therefore, large wind turbines would still fall under 
civic use types. 

II-7 The County agrees that large wind turbine projects 
will have significant aesthetic impacts.  This is 
discussed in Section 2.1 of the DEIR. 

II-8 There is much disagreement among experts regarding 
potential adverse health effects from wind turbine 
projects.  The County Health and Human Services 
Agency (HHSA) carefully evaluated these issues and 
provided a letter to the Planning Commission dated 
July 10, 2012 that concluded, “There are no direct 
pathological effects from wind turbines and that any 
potential impact on humans can be minimized by 
following  existing planning guidelines.” It should be 
noted that disagreement among experts does not result 
in an inadequate EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section 
15151).  See also responses to comments F1, K9, and 
T4. 

II-9 The County agrees that large wind turbine projects 
may result in significant impacts to wildlife, such as 
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birds and bats, and to agricultural resources.  See 
DEIR Sections 2.4.7 and 2.2.7. 

II-10 This comment raises concerns regarding property 
values.  This topic was not evaluated in the DEIR 
since it is not related to environmental impacts.  See 
CEQA Guidelines section 15131.  However, this type 
of information can be presented to decision makers for 
their consideration during the hearing process for the 
project. 

 

 


