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PDS2015-MUP-98-014W2, PDS20135-RP-15-001, LOG NO. PDS2015-ER-98-14-016B

Attention Jim Bennett
5510 Overland Avenue, 310
San Diego, CA. 92123

Dear Mr. Bennett,

I am writing to offer my thoughts and ideas about the scope and nature of the environmental impacts that can and
will be caused by the El Monte Sand Mining Project. I ask that these concerns be thoroughly considered in the
preparation of the Environmental Impact Statement.

This project will negatively impact:

_1)__Excessive instream sand-and-gravel mining causes the degradation of rivers.
Instream mining lowers the stream bottom, which may lead to bank erosion. Depletion
of sand in the streambed and along coastal areas causes the deepening of rivers and
estuaries, and the enlargement of river mouths and coastal inlets. Any volume of sand
exported from streambeds and coastal areas is a loss to the system.

Excessive instream sand mining is a threat to bridges, river banks and nearby
structures. Sand mining also affects the adjoining groundwater system and the uses
that local people make of the river.

Instream sand mining results in the destruction of aquatic and riparian habitat through
large changes in the channel morphology. Impacts include bed degradation, bed
coarsening, lowered water tables near the streambed, and channel instability. These
physical impacts cause degradation of riparian and aquatic biota. Continued
extraction may also cause the entire streambed to degrade to the depth of excavation.

2) Sand mining generates extra vehicle traffic, which negatively impairs the
environment. Where access roads cross riparian areas, the local environment may be
impacted.

3) Sand mining transforms the riverbeds into large and deep pits; as a result, the
groundwater table drops leaving the drinking water wells on the embankments of
these rivers dry. Bed degradation from instream mining lowers the elevation of
streamflow and the floodplain water table which in turn can eliminate water table-
dependent woody vegetation in riparian areas, and decrease wetted periods in riparian
wetlands
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O Please check here if your comments extend to the back side of this page.



