
Guideline 1: Will the project conflict 
with or obstruct the implementation of 
the San Diego Regional Air Quality 
Strategy (RAQS) and/or applicable 
portions of the State Implementation 
Plan (SIP)?

Guideline 2: Will the project result in 
emissions that would exceed NAAQS 
or CAAQS or contribute substantially 
to an existing or projected air quality 
violation?

Guideline 3: Will the project result in 
a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the San Diego Air Basin is 
non-attainment under an applicable 
NAAQS or CAAQS?

Guideline 4: Will the project expose 
sensitive receptors (SR) to subtantial 
polluntant concentrations?

Guideline 5: Does the project, which 
is not an agricultural,  commercial or 
industrial activity subject to SDAPCD 
standards, propose a use which 
would expose a considerable number 
of persons to objectionable odors?

VOCs & NOx PM 10 & 2.5 VOCs & NOx PM 10 & 2.5 VOCs & NOx
PM 10 & 2.5
(Analysis of 

adjacent projects)

Diesel 
Particulate 

Matter (DPM)

Does the project 
conform to the 
General Plan?

N/A (there are no RAQS/
SIP PM elements yet).
Nevertheless Guidelines & 
EIRs to discuss EPA, ARB, 
Moyer programs to reduce 
PM emissions, and ARB's 
list of dust control 
measures.

Yes
No

Will the proposed project 
and surrounding projects 

exceed the growth projections 
for the subregional area?No

Yes

Do the 
emissions 
exceed the 

SLTs1?

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Less than 
Significant

Significant
Requires 
overriding 

considerations

Less than 
Significant

Less than Significant
w/ Mitigation2

Options: (1) Prove low-VOC 
paint applic. w/recordkpg; (2) 
Offset VOCs & NOx w/NOx 

mitigation or equal NOx 
reductions; (3) Mitigate NOx  
w/ cleaner engines or offset 

w/reductions elsewhere.

Less than 
Significant

No

Less than 
Significant

"Ordinary" mitigation 
measures are included as 

project design 
considerations 

Yes

Will the 
ambient PM10 
concentration 

increase by 5 µg/m3 or 
greater?  Will PM2.5 

mitigation fail to 
decrease emissions 

below 55 lbs./
day? 

No

Less than 
Significant

(If cancer risk > 1 but <10,  
must apply T-BACT6.  Also 

assumes use of all 
applicable standard project 

design considerations )

Yes

Yes

Less than Significant
 w/ "Additional" 

Mitigation2

 Options: (1) Include offsets w/ 
reductions elsewhere; (2) newer 

equipment; or (3) Equipment 
filters/  oxidation 

catalysts (T-BACT).

No
Will the 

 the project 
increase cancer

 risk4 >1 in  a million, 
create a HHI>1, or 

create a 
nuisance? 

Yes

No

Does the project 
place a new odor

 producing land use activity 
adjacent to existing sensitive 

receptors 
(ex. WWT facility)?

Yes

Would the project place 
sensitive receptors adjacent to 

or near a nearby confined 
animal facility or another odor 

producing land use?

Is the project located 
near any other agricultural 

use with the potential to produce
strong odors including but not limited to 

organic agricultural operations or 
agricultural operations that apply a 
substantial amount of agricultural 

chemicals that typically 
produce strong odors?

No

No

Less than 
Significant

Yes

Significant
Requires 
Redesign 

or overriding 
considerations

Project 
Redesign

OR

OR

Significant
Requires 
Redesign 

or overriding 
considerations

OR

OR
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Do the 
emissions exceed 

SLTs and are there any 
significant non-vehicular toxic 
emissions? Does the project 

place SR near CO
 "hotspots"?

Less than 
Significant

No

Less than 
Significant

with Mitigation or 
Project Redesign

Yes

Odor 
Analysis Required:  

Will the project 
expose persons  to 

odors?

Yes

No

Yes

OR

Less than 
Significant w/  T-
BACT Mitigation 

(Also assumes use of 
all applicable standard 

project design 
considerations 

for PM ) 

Yes

Less than 
Significant w/ 

"Additional" Mitigation2

Options: (1) Prove low-VOC 
paint applic. w/recordkpg; (2) 
Offset VOCs & NOx w/  NOx 

mitigation or equal NOx 
reductions; (3) Mitigate NOx  
w/ cleaner engines or offset 

w/reductions elsewhere.

Less than Significant
w/ "Extraordinary"  

Mitigation2

 Options: (1) mitigate w/ cleaner 
engines or equipment filters/

oxidation catalysts (T-BACT); or 
(2) offset PM2.5 w/reductions 

elsewhere.

Significant
Requires 
overriding 
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No

OR

CO

Do the 
emissions 
exceed the 
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Do the 
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emissions 
exceed the 

SLTs?
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emissions 
exceed the 
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CO Hot-
spots?

Yes

No

No

Significant
Requires 
Redesign 

or overriding 
considerations

Less than Significant
w/ "Extraordinary"  

Mitigation2

 Options: (1) mitigate w/ cleaner 
engines or equipment filters/

oxidation catalysts (T-BACT); or 
(2) offset PM2.5 w/reductions 

elsewhere.

Significant
Requires 
Redesign 

or overriding 
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NOTES:
1 - (SLTs)  Screening Level Thresholds

 [PM10  - 100lbs./day;  PM2.5 - 55lbs./day;   NOx & SOx - 250lbs./ 
      day;  VOC - 75 lbs./day;  CO - 550lbs./day ]

2 - Mitigations options discussed are not exhaustive 

3 - New Source Review (NSR) definition of significant 
     impact (1µg/m3 for Class I Airsheds)

4 - Toxics NSR threshold w/ T-BACT  

5 - (HHI)  Health Hazard Index  

6 - (T-BACT) Toxics Best Available Control Technology

Yes to 
CO 

Question
Will the 

ambient PM10 
concentration 

increase by 5 µg/m3 or 
greater?  Will PM2.5 

mitigation fail to 
decrease emissions 

below 55 lbs./
day? 

Will the 
ambient PM10 
concentration 

increase by 5 µg/m3 or 
greater?  Will PM2.5 

mitigation fail to 
decrease emissions 

below 55 lbs./
day? 


