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PURPOSE 

The State Legislature determined in the Water Conservation in Landscaping Act (the 

“Act”), Government Code sections 65591 et seq., that the State’s water resources are 

in limited supply.  The legislature also recognized that while landscaping is essential to 

the quality of life in California, landscape design, installation, maintenance and man-

agement must be water efficient.  The primary purpose of this document is to establish 

a structure for planning, designing, installing, maintaining and managing water effi-

cient landscapes in new construction and projects with modified landscapes. Promoting 

the use of tertiary treated recycled water and graywater for irrigation, set a Maximum 

Applied Water Allowance as an upper limit for water use, It also encourages land-

scapes that create defensible space in the event of a wildfire.   

This document incorporates the requirements of the County’s Water Conservation in 

Landscaping regulations (County Code of Regulatory Ordinances Section 86.701 et 

seq.) with landscape design guidelines and installation specifications.  It provides guid-

ance on preparing the various components of landscape plans which may be required 

as part of a discretionary or ministerial permit process.  Compliance with this manual 

will result in a more efficient process and avoid unnecessary time delays.  For those 

people who are not required to submit a formal landscape plan, this manual serves as 

a resource to educate and assist in the design and installation of a water efficient  

landscape.   
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