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Stairways 

ACCESSIBILITY CORRECTION LIST
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Planning & Development Services 

BUILDING DIVISION 
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RECORD ID: OWNER ON APPLICATION: 

 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. Provide dimensions and coordinated detailing for each stairway. 

CBC 1115A and CBC 1123A 
 
TREADS AND RISERS 
 
2. Detail stair treads and risers complying with the following: 

 Minimum 11-inch tread width 
Exception: Minimum 10-inch width within dwelling units 

 Minimum 4-inch and maximum 7-inch riser height 
Exception: Maximum 7-3/4-inch height within dwelling units 

 Uniform tread width and riser height on each stairway flight 
 Open risers prohibited 

Exception: Stairways within an individual dwelling unit 
Exception: On exterior stairways, maximum 1/2-inch opening allowed between base of riser and tread 
Exception: On exterior stairways, risers constructed of grating allowed with maximum 1/2-inch openings  

CBC 1011.5.2, CBC 1011.5.4, CBC 1115A.2, and CBC 1123A.2 
 
3. Detail risers and treads complying with the following: 

 Treads with smooth, rounded, or chamfered exposed edges 
 Maximum 9/16-inch radius and beveling at tread edges 
 Nosings projecting maximum 1-1/4 inches past face of riser below 
 Risers sloped or underside of nosings at angle not more than 30 degrees from vertical 
 Uniform nosings on each stairway flight 

CBC 1011.5.5, CBC 1009.4.5, and CBC 1133B.4.5 
 
4. Detail contrasting stair striping complying with the following: 

 Painted stripe acceptable, grooves not acceptable 
 At upper approach and lowest tread of interior stairs 
 At upper approach and all treads of exterior stairs 
 Extending full width of approaches and treads 
 Minimum 2-inches and maximum 4-inches wide 
 Placed parallel to and within 1 inch of nosing edges of approaches and treads 

CBC 1115A.5 and CBC 1123A.5 
 
5. Specify slip-resistant tread surface and striping material. 

CBC 1115A.3, CBC 1115A.5, CBC 1123A.3, and CBC 1123A.5 
 
HAZARDS 
 
6. At stairway flights or landings with an adjacent vertical drop exceeding 30 inches, detail continuous guard minimum 42-inches high 

with openings not allowing passage of 4-inch-diameter sphere. 
Exception: Minimum 34-inches high at open side of stairs within individual dwelling units  
Exception: Openings not allowing passage of 4-3/8-inch-diameter sphere allowed in portions of guard 36 inches to 42 inches high  
Exception: Triangular openings not allowing passage of 6-inch-diameter sphere allowed between riser, tread, and bottom rail 

CBC 1015.2 and CBC 1015.3 
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