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EXTERIOR AREAS FOR ASSISTED RESCUE 
  
25. Identify on plans an exterior area for assisted rescue at each exterior exit stairway serving as accessible means of egress per CBC 

1009. 
CBC 1009.3 

 
 
26. Each exterior area for assisted rescue shall comply with the following: 

 Location on accessible route from space served 
 Minimum 50% open to outside air 
 Accommodates one wheelchair space for every 200 occupants served, but not fewer than two wheelchair spaces 
 Each wheelchair space minimum 30-inches by 48-inches with no door encroachment 
 Access to any wheelchair space not obstructed by more than one adjoining wheelchair space 
 Wheelchair spaces do not reduce required egress width 

CBC 1009.6.3 and CBC 1009.7 
 
27. Detail separation assemblies per the following between each exterior area for assisted rescue and interior of building served: 

 Minimum 1-hour-rated building exterior walls within 10 feet horizontally of landing 
Exception: Equivalent fire-rated construction extending out perpendicular to exterior wall minimum 4 feet at landing side 

 Fire-rated separation construction extending vertically minimum 10 feet above floor level of area for assisted rescue or roof 
line, whichever is lower 

 Minimum 3/4-hour-rated openings within fire-rated separation construction 
CBC 1009.7.2 

 
28. Provide signage per items 31 through 34 stating “EXTERIOR AREA FOR ASSISTED RESCUE” at door accessing area of refuge. 

CBC 1009.9 
 
SIGNAGE 
 
29. Identify on plans location of each stair-related sign and coordinate with signage schedule and/or details indicating the following: 

 Sign dimensions 
 Character and symbol dimensions 
 Character, symbol, and background colors 
 Braille dimensions 
 Sign mounting location 

CBC 11B-703.1.1.1 
 
30. In all enclosed stairways in buildings two or more stories in height, provide floor identification signs complying with the following in 

each enclosed stairway: 
 Located at landing at each floor level 
 Placed adjacent to door on latch side 
 Located with clear floor space minimum 18 inches by 18 inches – centered on tactile characters – provided beyond arc of any 

door swing between closed and 45-degree-open positions  
 Mounted per the following:  

o Minimum 48 inches from finish floor or ground surface to baseline of lowest line of Braille 
o Maximum 60 inches from finish floor or ground surface to baseline of highest line of raised characters 

 At exit discharge level, includes raised five-pointed star located to left of identifying floor level with outside diameter of star at 
same height as raised characters 

 Visual characters contrasting with background, each with non-glare finish 
 Pictograms and raised characters designating floor level per items 32 and 33 
 Corresponding Braille per item 34 provided beneath pictograms and raised characters 

CBC 1023.8, CBC 11B-504.8, and CBC 11B-703 
 

31. Visual characters on signage shall comply with the following: 
Exception: Visual characters complying with CBC 11B-703.2 raised character requirements and accompanied by Braille per CBC 
11B-703.3 need not comply with case, style, font proportion, height, or spacing provisions 
 Characters and background with non-glare finish 
 Characters contrasting with background, either light characters on dark background or dark characters on light background 
 Text shall be in a horizontal format 
 Line spacing between baselines of separate character lines minimum 135 percent and maximum 170 percent character height 
 Characters shall be uppercase or lowercase or a combination of both 
 Characters shall be conventional in form – i.e., not italic, oblique, script, highly decorate, or of other unusual form 
 Character font with uppercase letter “O” width minimum 60 percent and maximum 110 percent uppercase letter “I” height 
 Characters with stroke thickness of uppercase letter “I” minimum 10 percent and maximum 20 percent character height 
 Characters spaced with closest points of adjacent character minimum 10 percent and maximum 35 percent of character height 
 Character height sized according to following table and based on uppercase letter “I”: 
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