






FIGURE 9

FMMP Within the Project Site
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Table 4 depicts the approximate acreage, for each of the FMMP categories, within the 
project site and shows them as a percentage of the total project site.  

TABLE 4 
ACRES OF FMMP FARMLAND ON-SITE AND 

AS A PERCENT OF THE ENTIRE PROJECT SITE 
 

Category 
Total 
Acres 

Total Percent 
of Project Site 

Other Land 95.9 16% 
Farmland of Local Importance 146.3 24% 

 
Prime Farmland 0.0 0% 
Grazing Land 0.0 0% 
Unique Farmland 329.2 54% 
Farmland of Statewide Importance 36.2 6% 
TOTAL 607.6 100% 

 

1.4.2.3 History of Agricultural Use 

Development within the project area began, prior to 1901, as there are five structures on, or 
within the vicinity of, the project site according to 1901 USGS surveys reviewed, by Affinis 
during preparation of the cultural resources report. There are eight houses still remaining 
(as of 2011) on-site that are estimated to be over 45 years old; however, most of these 
houses do not appear on the 1946 or 1953 aerial photographs. In the 1963 aerial 
photograph, there is evidence of some orchards in the northeastern and southern portions 
of the site, but the beginnings of the present pattern of agricultural production is not evident, 
until the 1975 aerial photograph.  Agricultural use appears to continue expanding through 
the 1970s and 1980s, with the northern portions being heavily used for orchard crops 
(primarily citrus and avocado) while the southern portion is primarily used for row crops.   

a. Crop Types 

The primary crops on-site are orchard crops (293 acres) consisting primarily of citrus (lemon 
and orange) trees and avocado groves.  The second largest crop type, by acreage, is row 
crops (vegetables and strawberries), which comprise approximately 91 acres of the site.  
There are also approximately 9.6 acres of nursery uses and 0.66 acre of vineyards on-site.  
Avocados and lemons were among the top 10 crops (by value) grown within San Diego 
according to the 2010 Crop Statistics & Annual Report prepared by the San Diego County 
Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measures (AWM).  Avocados were fourth with a 
value of $147 million, and lemons were seventh with a total value of $40 million.  It is 
unknown what type of crops are grown at the nurseries, but “ornamental trees and shrubs” 
and “indoor flowering and foliage plants” were the number one and two crops (by value) 
grown in San Diego County in 2010, with total values of $418 million and $293 million, 
respectively.  Citrus crops (grapefruit, kumquats, lemons, limes, oranges, and tangerines) 
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generated $78 million during 2010.  By acreage, avocados comprise the largest category of 
any crop type in the County, except for livestock grazing, with over 19,000 acres harvested, 
in 2010.   

b. Pesticide Use 

The California Code of Regulations (Title 3. Food and Agriculture, Division 6, Pesticides and 
Pest Control Operations) regulates the application of pesticides, but enforcement at the 
local level is the responsibility of AWM.  The County Agricultural Commissioner (CAC) has 
final discretionary authority to approve or deny permits (California Department of Pesticide 
Regulation 2012).  California is the only state with a pesticide permitting system, which 
requires applicators to obtain a permit from a local official (the CAC).  The permit application 
must also include a map or description of the surrounding area showing any places that 
could be adversely affected by pesticide use.  Regulations require the Commissioner to 
evaluate each restricted material use application and decide if it will cause substantial harm 
to people or the surrounding environment.  

State pesticide regulations prohibit discharging pesticides directly onto a neighboring 
property, without the consent of the owner or operator of the property.  There are also 
regulations and label requirements that prevent or minimize “drift” during aerial applications.  
Drift is the airborne transportation of residual pesticides, during or after pesticide application, 
via aerial or ground spraying, onto adjoining properties or onto roadways, trails or other 
routes travelled, by the general public.  Drift is a primary concern for neighboring property 
owners and the public, due to the possibility that pesticide drift may contribute to health 
concerns.  If the CAC decides that substantial harm is likely (e.g., “drift”), the permit 
applicant may be required to evaluate alternatives (including not using a pesticide at all), or 
the CAC may impose extra controls designed to reduce the risk of harm, to people or the 
environment.  The CAC must deny a permit application, if it is determined that use of the 
pesticide may harm people or the environment and no restrictions are available to mitigate 
that harm.  Because the applicant can appeal the denial, the CAC’s decision must be well-
substantiated and documented. 

The requirements in place for aerial pesticide applications are equally stringent and 
regulated at a local level by the CAC.  A pilot must obtain the following to complete aerial 
applications within the County: a Qualified Applicator License; an Agricultural Pest Control 
Business License; and a Pest Control Aircraft Pilot Certificate. The pilot must also complete 
continuing education classes in order to renew the license. In order to attain the license, the 
pilot must understand and properly apply principles intended to maximize safety and 
minimize drift. These include guidelines and regulations for pre-application notification, 
calibration of equipment, droplet size, maximum wind speed, application speed, application 
height (altitude), ferrying to and from the job site, buffer zones, dilution, flow rate/volume per 
acre, spray patterns, and the purpose and toxicity of each particular pesticide to be applied.  
In addition, because the control of drift is always a priority, either an on-site ground crew 
“flagger” or smoke generator is used to provide direction to the pilot regarding wind direction 
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and wind speed.  Geographic Positioning Systems (GPS) are used to give the pilot precise 
data about swath locations such that only the minimum effective amount of the pesticide is 
applied. If the pilot is unfamiliar with the application site, the recommended procedure is for 
the pilot to scout the area for proximity to both flight hazards and also environmentally 
sensitive areas, such as lakes, streams, and riparian habitats or locations where people 
gather (e.g., schools, playgrounds, shopping centers).    

AWM inventories pesticide use permits per parcel number.  The agricultural chemical 
products applications on the project site, or within 1.5 miles of the project site, within the last 
five years are mapped on Figure 10 and include the following (County of San Diego AWM, 
July 2012) products: 

• 26 GT FUNGICIDE 
• 3336 WP TURF 
• ABAMECTIN E-PRO 0.15 EC 

INSECTICIDE 
• ABBA 0.15 EC 
• ACCORD SP HERBICIDE 
• ACEPHATE 90 WDG 
• ACEPHATE 97UP INSECTICIDE 
• AGRI-MEK 0.15 EC 

MITICIDE/INSECTICIDE 
• ALIETTE WDG 
• AVID 0.15EC 

MITICIDE/INSECTICIDE 
• BOND MAX 
• CHIPCO 26019 FLO BRAND 

FUNGICIDE 
• CHIPCO BRAND 26GT FLO 

FUNGICIDE 
• CHIPCO RONSTAR 50 WSP 

HERBICIDE 
• CLEAN CROP DIMETHOATE 400 
• CMR SILICONE SURFACTANT 
• CONSERVE SC 
• CONSERVE SC TURF AND 

ORNAMENTAL 
• CREDIT XTRA MIXED SALT 

SYSTEMIC HERBICIDE 
• CYGNUS 50 WG 
• DACONIL ULTREX 
• DACONIL ULTREX TURF CARE 
• DEADLINE BULLETS 
• DEADLINE M-PS 
• DECATHLON 20 WP 

GREENHOUSE AND NURSERY 
INSECTICIDE 

• GOURMET ANT BAIT 
• GROUND SQUIRREL BAIT BY 

WILCO 
• HERITAGE FUNGICIDE 
• HOIST 
• KONTOS 
• LATRON B-1956 
• LATRON B-1956 SPREADER 

STICKER 
• LATRON CS-7 
• LEAF LIFE GAVICIDE GREEN 415 
• LI 700 
• LORSBAN 4E INSECTICIDE 
• MAD DOG PLUS 
• MAKAZE 
• MANICURE 6 FLOWABLE 

FUNGICIDE 
• MEDALLION FUNGICIDE 
• MESUROL 75-W 
• MGK EVERGREEN PYRETHRUM 

CONCENTRATE 
• MIRAGE PLUS 
• MON-52249 HERBICIDE 
• MON-65005 HERBICIDE 
• MONTEREY SUPER 7 
• M-PEDE 
• NO FOAM A 
• NUFARM CREDIT EXTRA 
• OMNI OIL 6-E 
• OMNI SUPREME SPRAY 
• OROBOOST 
• ORTHENE 97 
• ORTHENE 97 ST 
• ORTHENE TURF, TREE & 

ORNAMENTAL SPRAY 
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• DELEGATE WG 
• DIMENSION ULTRA 40 WP 
• DIMENSION ULTRA WSP TURF 

AND ORNAMENTAL HERBICIDE 
(WITHDRAWN) 

• DITHANE 75DF RAINSHIELD 
• DITHANE DF 
• DITHANE T/O TURF & 

ORNAMENTAL FUNGICIDE  
(WITHDRAWN) 

• DREXEL CAPTAN 50W 
• DREXEL DEFOL 6 W 
• DREXEL DIMETHOATE 2.67 
• DURSBAN 50W INSECTICIDE 
• EAGLE 20 EW 
• EAGLE 40WP 
• EAGLE WSP TURF AND 

ORNAMENTAL FUNGICIDE 
• ENTRUST 
• EPI-MEK 0.15 EC (CA 
• EPI-MEK 0.15 EC 

MITICIDE/INSECTICIDE 
• EVERGREEN CROP 

PROTECTION EC 60-6 
• FINAL PELLETED RAT AND 

MOUSE BAIT READY TO USE 
BAIT STATION 

• FIRST CHOICE NARROW RANGE 
415 SPRAY OIL 

• FIRST CHOICE SLUGGO SNAIL 
AND SLUG BAIT 

• FLOREL BRAND PISTILL 
• FUNGICIDE 
• FUNGO FLO 
• GAVICIDE LIGHT MEDIUM 

SOLUBLE SPRAY OIL 
• GAVICIDE-C 
• GF-120 NF NATURALYTE FRUIT 

FLY BAIT 
• GLY STAR PLUS 
• GLYFOS BULK 
• GLYFOS X-TRA HERBICIDE 

• ORTHENE TURF, TREE & 
ORNAMENTAL SPRAY 97 

• ORTHENE TURF, TREE & 
ORNAMENTAL WSP 

• PAGEANT FUNGICIDE 
• PRINCEP 4L 
• PRINCEP CALIBER 90 

HERBICIDE 
• PYGANIC CROP PROTECTION 

EC 1.4 II 
• QUEST 
• RAMIK GREEN 
• RANGER PRO HERBICIDE 
• REAPER 0.15 EC 
• REWARD AQUATIC AND 

NONCROP HERBICIDE 
• ROUNDUP ORIGINAL HERBICIDE 
• ROUNDUP ORIGINAL MAX 

HERBICIDE 
• ROUNDUP POWERMAX 

HERBICIDE 
• ROUNDUP PRO HERBICIDE 
• ROUNDUP ULTRA HERBICIDE 
• ROUNDUP WEATHERMAX 

HERBICIDE 
• SAFARI 20 SG INSECTICIDE 
• SCANNER 
• SIMAZINE 90DF 
• SPREADER-STICKER 
• SUBDUE MAXX GR 
• SUBDUE MAXX MC 
• SUCCESS 
• SULFUR DF 
• SURFLAN A.S. 
• TENKOZ BUCCANEER 

HERBICIDE 
• TERRAZOLE CA 
• T-METHYL E-PRO 50 WSB 
• TRANSOM 50 WSB 
• WFSI 2220 
• WILCO GOPHER GETTER AG 

BAIT 
• WILLOWOOD GLYPHOSATE 41% 

 
 

  


