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D Project Boundary Soil Classification

- BID2 - Bonsall sandy loam, 9 to 15 percent slopes, eroded
- FaC2 - Fallbrook sandy loam, 5 to 9 percent slopes, eroded
GrC - Greenfield sandy loam, 5 to 9 percent slopes
| PeC - Placentia sandy loam, 2 to 9 percent slopes
I VaB - Visalia sandy loam, 2 to 5 percent slopes FIGURE 15
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2.1.2.3 Slope

Slope is a Complementary Factor in the LARA model to account for the role that topography
plays in the viability of a parcel for agricultural production. While certain crops (e.g.,
avocados) can thrive on steeply sloped land, gentle topography allows for a wider range of
potential uses and is easier for the operator to manage with regard to runoff and soil
erosion. The average slope across the project site’s 608 acres is 18.3%; the site would,
therefore, receive a Moderate Slope rating.

2.1.3 LARA Model Result

Based on the results of the LARA Model, the site is considered an important agricultural
resource. The results of the model analysis, which are discussed above, are summarized in
Table 6. Table 6 shows that the site received a moderate rating for soil quality and a high
rating for climate and water resources. These three criteria are Required Factors, pursuant
to the LARA Model. Since two of the three Required Factors were rated high and one was
rated moderate, the Complementary Factors were also analyzed pursuant to the LARA
Model requirements. The site received a high rating for the Surrounding Land Uses factor
and a moderate rating for both Land Use Consistency and Slope factors. This result would
place the project within Scenario 2, which means that the site is an important agricultural
resource.

2.1.4 LESA Model Result

During the initial public review period, comments were submitted regarding the Land
Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) Model. While the LESA model is used nationwide
and in several other counties in California, it is no longer used in San Diego County. In
2007, the LESA model was replaced by the LARA model, which was created as a more
locally appropriate method of evaluating the unique types of agriculture that occur in San
Diego County. The LESA model methodology relies heavily upon the Land Compatibility
Classification (LCC) and Storie Index (Sl) soil quality rating methods. The LARA model
acknowledges the LCC and Storie Index methods of rating soils, but explains that these soil
guality rating methods are not a component part of the LARA model analysis because these
ratings do not adequately account for locally important soils.

In order to address the aforementioned comment, an analysis of the Lilac Hills Ranch
project site was conducted under the LESA model methodology and is included in this
report for informational and comparative purposes only. The results of the analysis are
summarized below.
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