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From the Director 

Hello everyone, 

Spring is here and it’s time for another update about how DPLU is 
striving to be the best land-use department we can be. In April 
we’ll complete our General Plan Update hearings with the      
Planning Commission as we prepare to bring the plan to our 
Board of Supervisors for consideration this fall. We continue to 
introduce new online tools like our new Transportation Impact Fee 
Estimator; to improve our procedures to enhance customer      
service; and our Code Enforcement crews continue to work to 
make neighborhoods more livable.  

Until next time,  

- Eric Gibson, Director, Department of Planning and Land Use 

Spring 2010 

Cleaning up a Foreclosure in Escondido 

The County’s Code Enforcement  successfully helped clean up a 
foreclosed property recently in Escondido that had been left in a 
horribly rundown condition to the dismay and frustration of 
neighbors. 
Work crews spent 
roughly two weeks re-
moving piles of trash and 
junk from the property, 
including a dilapidated 
motor home, six cars, 
washers and dryers, old 
microwave ovens, sev-
eral broken lawnmowers, 
ladders, wood, metal, 
paint cans, old motorcy-
cles, bicycles, windows, 
tires, wheels, tools, televi-
sion sets, doors, tarps 
and garbage disposals.  
Code Enforcement tried to 
work with the previous owner 
to clean the property without 
success. When the property 
was foreclosed, Code En-
forcement officers were able 
to work with the bank to have 
the property cleared.  

 

San Diego County  

DPLU News                                                 

Code Enforcement 

Code Enforcement   
By the Numbers: 
Complaints Responded to: 440 (Jan.-
Feb.)   

 

See More Code Success Stories! 

  Making a Neighborhood Safer 

 Tearing Down a Nuisance 

 Cleanup in La Mesa 

 Debris Removal in Ramona 

Before Cleanup 

After Cleanup 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ce5/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ce5/Making_a_Neighborhood_Safer_1-2010.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ce5/Hideout-Demolition-12-09.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ce5/Clean-up_La_Mesa_9-2009.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ce5/Ramona_Clean_Up_March_2009.pdf�
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General Plan Update 
Planning Commission Hearing 
The Planning Commission is expected to complete its public hear-
ings on the General Plan Update April 16. Commissioners are 
scheduled to conclude their discussions on the General Plan    
issues and provide their final recommendations on several items, 
including: the draft General Plan, the Land Use Map, the Mobility 
Element Road Network, the draft environmental impact report 
(DEIR), the draft Community Plans, the draft Implementation Plan 
and the Conservation Subdivision Program. All of the updated 
documents, including staff’s response to the comments submitted 
on the DEIR, will be posted on the Web site by April 3. The staff 
report to the Planning Commission will be available on the Web 
site by April 8. (seek the link below) 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/gpupdate/index.html. 
 
The General Plan Update remains on schedule to go to the Board 
of Supervisors for consideration in fall 2010. 
 
Zoning Ordinance Consistency 
Advance Planning has recommended changing the Zoning       
Ordinance to make sure it is consistent with the proposed General 
Plan Update. Staff plans to release those proposed Zoning Ordi-
nance changes for public review in late April. DPLU will send out 
additional notices to the public when these proposed changes are 
available to be viewed on its Web site. (Staff Contact: Carl 
Stiehl.) 
 
Policy and Ordinance Development  
 
Subdivision Ordinance Update 
Advance Planning’s comprehensive cleanup of the County’s   
Subdivision Ordinance took effect March 26, after the Board of 
Supervisors approved the improvements Jan. 27. Improvements 
included: allowing people seeking Tentative Parcel Maps to     
concurrently submit plans to DPLU and the Dept. of Environ-
mental Health (DEH), instead of requiring DEH approval first 
(which could shave a year off processing time); aligning the 
County ordinance more closely with State law; and making the 
ordinance easier to read and understand.  
The improved ordinance can be viewed on the Advance         
Planning’s Policy and Ordinance Development Web site.  
(Staff Contact: Heather Steven) 
 
 
                                                                                                   Back to page one 

Spring 2010 Advance Planning  

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES FOR 
ADVANCE PLANNING:  

  

April 16 Planning Commission: 
General Plan Update 

April 30 Planning Commission: 
Density Bonus and Medical 
Marijuana 

 

For more information and additional    
upcoming meetings, please visit the   
Calendar on our Web site at: 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/gpupdat
e/index.html.  

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/gpupdate/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/advance/index.html�
mailto:carl.stiehl@sdcounty.ca.gov�
mailto:carl.stiehl@sdcounty.ca.gov�
mailto:carl.stiehl@sdcounty.ca.gov�
mailto:carl.stiehl@sdcounty.ca.gov�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ordamend.html#ubdivision%20Ordinance%20UpdatePOD09009�
mailto:heather.steven@sdcounty.ca.gov?subject=Accessory%20Dwelling%20Units�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/gpupdate/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/gpupdate/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/gpupdate/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/gpupdate/index.html�
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Renewable Energy Ordinance 
Advance Planning was scheduled to present proposed Zoning   
Ordinance changes to the Planning Commission April 2 that would 
update the current regulations for solar and wind energy systems 
The Planning Commission took no action on the propose 
changes, but directed Advance Planning to continue to review and 
revise the proposals. The proposed changes will be brought back 
to the Planning Commission at a future date and later move on to 
the Board of Supervisors for its consideration. 
(Staff Contact: Carl Stiehl.) 
 
Medical Marijuana 
In March, Advance Planning released a draft of proposed Zoning 
Ordinance changes to regulate Medical Marijuana Collectives. 
The proposed changes, which are scheduled to be presented to 
the Planning Commission May 14, provide rules for how medical 
marijuana collectives would be regulated in the unincorporated 
county. The Board of Supervisors approved and extended a    
moratorium in September and October 2009 prohibiting the estab-
lishment of marijuana dispensaries in the unincorporated county 
to give staff time to research, study and propose options to regu-
late medical marijuana collectives. The proposed Zoning Ordi-
nance changes can be seen at the Policy and Ordinance Develop-
ment Web site. (Staff Contact: Joseph Farace) 

 
Density Bonus Ordinance 
Advance Planning is preparing a Zoning Ordinance amendment 
that will improve the County’s Density Bonus provisions. The 
changes intend to make the ordinance consistent with state      
requirements; carry out the goals, policies and objectives of the 
County’s housing element; and provide clear guidance on the 
housing concessions and incentives that qualify for a density    
bonus. The amendments also include a local Affordable Senior 
Program that would allow the County to end Board Policy 1-79, 
“Housing Affordable to Elderly Households,” and revise the     
General Plan Regional Land Use Element Policy 3.6, “Low and 
Moderate Income Elderly Housing.” The mobile home park density 
bonus program covered by General Plan Regional Land Use   
Element Policy 3.8 and Board Policy I-102 are proposed to be       
repealed. Advance Planning expects to bring the proposed     
Density Bonus improvements to the Planning Commission this 
spring. The Density Bonus Ordinance can be viewed at the Policy 
and Ordinance Development Web site.  (Staff Contact: Dixie 
Switzer)                                                      
                                                                                                  Back to page one 

Spring 2010 

Milestones in California     
Planning Law:  

 1907: State’s first Subdivision 
Map Act was adopted. 

 1915: Cities are authorized to 
create planning commissions. 

 1937: All cities and counties are 
required to adopt master plans.  

 1955: Land use and circulation 
elements are required in general 
plans. 

 1967: Housing element is re-
quired in general plans. 

 1970: Conservation and open-
space elements are required in 
general plans. 

 
 
(Source: State of California General 
Plan Guidelines) 
 
 

mailto:carl.stiehl@sdcounty.ca.gov�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ordamend.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ordamend.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ordamend.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ordamend.html�
mailto:joseph.farace@sdcounty.ca.gov�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ordamend.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ordamend.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ordamend.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ordamend.html�
mailto:dixie.switzer@sdcounty.ca.gov�
mailto:dixie.switzer@sdcounty.ca.gov�
mailto:dixie.switzer@sdcounty.ca.gov�
mailto:dixie.switzer@sdcounty.ca.gov�
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Jamul Fire Station Passes Final Inspection 

The Department of Planning and Land Use’s Building Division 
conducted its final inspection and issued its approval to occupy 
Jamul’s new fire 
station Feb. 23. Lo-
cated on State 
Route 94 and 
Peaceful Valley 
Ranch Road, the 
station is a 5,200 
square foot building 
with office space, 
sleeping   quarters, 
a kitchen and 475 
square feet of cov-
ered patios. The station also includes a 7,500 square foot appara-
tus building. The Building Division has been working with the San 
Diego Rural Fire District since 2008 to ensure the new station is 
safe and ready to serve the public. 

 

New Online Transportation Impact Fee Estimator 
The Building Division has unveiled its latest online tool, a Trans-
portation Impact Fee Estimator that lets home-builders, property 
owners and developers estimate what their transportation fees 
may be, depending upon the size of their projects and where in 
the unincorporated county they may be built. 
The division has already created online tools that people can use 
to estimate their building permit and plan check fees, and their 
Park Land Dedication Ordinance fees (used to build parks to sup-
port development). All three online tools can be found on the 
Building Division’s “Building Forms and Handouts” Web page, at: 
 www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html.  
 
Help Us Go Green 
DPLU now offers free e-mail subscriptions that let the public get 
advance copies of the meeting agendas for a number of groups: 
the San Diego County Planning Commission, the Zoning Adminis-
trator, and our community advisory Planning Groups and Sponsor 
Groups. Help us Go Green by clicking on the DPLU Web page at 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu and clicking on “Sign Up to Get     
Planning News and Agendas via E-mail!”  
 
 
                                                                             Back to Page One             
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Important Building Division Telephone 
Numbers  

Building Offices: (858) 694-2960 

Toll Free: (800) 411-0017 

2003, 2007 Wildfire Survivors: 

(858) 694-3876 

Online, not In Line 

DPLU and the Building Division have    
created several Web-based tools to  help 
customers by reducing wait times and   
offering new services people can use with-
out coming to County offices. Here are 
some of those! 

 
Research building permit and property   
histories:  
 http://landinfo.sdcounty.ca.gov/Index.cfm  
 
Apply for some building permits:   
http://sdcountyluegepay.com/kivanet/citizen/ 
 
Estimate your permit cost:  
http://sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms in-
dex.html#feest  
 
Find building forms:      
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/
index.html 
 
Answer zoning questions: 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/444.pdf      
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/zoning/index.html 
 
Check average counter wait-times:       
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldg/bldg_waits.html 

 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/�
http://landinfo.sdcounty.ca.gov/Index.cfm�
http://sdcountyluegepay.com/kivanet/citizen/�
http://sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html#feest�
http://sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html#feest�
http://sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html#feest�
http://sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html#feest�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/444.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/zoning/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/zoning/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldg/bldg_waits.html�
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South County Plan 

The County expects to present the Multiple Species Conservation 
Program (MSCP) Division’s 2009 South County Plan Report to the 
Board of Supervisors April 14. The annual report will detail what 
the plan accomplished in 2009 in terms of protecting endangered 
habitat, related to the MSCP. The annual Report Workshop for the 
public is scheduled to be held from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. May 18 at 
the Balboa Park Club Ballroom. Officials from the County, the City 
of San Diego, the City of Chula Vista, state and federal wildlife 
agencies and others will attend the workshop to present the report 
and tell people about the San Diego region’s biological assets and 
the MSCP’s role in preserving open space. 

 

Amendment to the Biological Mitigation Ordinance 

The Board of Supervisors approved an amendment March 3 that 
will improve the Biological Mitigation Ordinance that guides how 
the MSCP’s South County Plan preserves habitat. Until the 
amendment, development projects within the South County Plan 
area had to offset the environmental impact they would create 
within the South County Plan area. However, some habitats have 
become increasingly rare within the South County Plan area, such 
as grasslands that are important to the Burrowing Owl, and South-
ern Maritime Chaparral. The approved amendment will allow    
development to offset environmental impacts in other areas that 
have MSCP plans that contain the necessary habitat, such as the 
City of San Diego. The change will make it easier for local land-
owners to get permits and continue to set aside important habitat. 

 

North County Plan 

The MSCP continues to write responses to the public comments it 
received last year about the North County Plan when it was re-
leased for review, and to use the comments to revise the plan 
where appropriate. The MSCP division plans to release the      
revised North County Plan, its draft environmental impact report 
and its draft environmental impact statement for public review in 
mid-2010. The public  can review or download the plan, including 
its appendices and the public comments at:  
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp/nc.html. The County has created 
an interactive tool to let people see how their property may fit in 
the North County Plan at: 
http://gis.co.san-diego.ca.us/imf/sites/mscp. 
                                                                                                  Back to page one 
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Featured Species: 
Switak’s Banded Gecko 
 
He’s secretive. And he’s likely to let out 
a tiny shriek and detach his  distinctively 
banded tail to escape  capture if you try 
to grab him. Meet Switak’s banded 
gecko, this month’s featured threatened 
species. Although this 2 inch to 3 1/2 
inch long lizard is known to live in the 
Borrego Springs area, few people ever 
see it. It’s known to be nocturnal, to hide 
in deep rock crevices during the day and 
to hibernate throughout the winter. In 
fact, most sightings are made by      
amateur collectors —- even though 
Switak’s banded gecko is protected from 
collection without a permit —- because 
the lizard is highly valued by the       
underground pet trade. 
The small lizard has a triangular head, 
movable eyelids and its color pattern 
can vary depending upon its habitat, 
from light gray, to beige, yellowish,   
reddish brown to dark brown. 
When stalking the insects it craves, 
Switak’s banded gecko is known to curl 
up its tail and wave it back and forth. It’s 
also been known to drop its tail when it 
is attacked to try to confuse the attacker. 
It then grows a new tail! 
 
 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp/nc.html�
http://gis.co.san-diego.ca.us/imf/sites/mscp/�
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East County Plan 

Work on the East County Plan has been slowed indefinitely be-
cause of County budget constraints and staffing reductions that 
resulted from the continuing downturn in the economy. Once 
budget and staffing constraints  are resolved, work on the East 
County Plan is intended to resume. For now, the MSCP group will 
continue to notify interested people about the status of the East 
County Plan as news breaks. 
To find more information about the East County Plan and to see 
the preliminary draft preserve map, please go to: 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp. 
 

 

Quino Checkerspot Butterfly / Amending the South 
County Plan   

The MSCP group is currently revising a package of policy papers 
it has prepared that propose how to improve the South County 
Plan to help preserve the endangered Quino checkerspot butter-
fly. The butterfly was put on the federal endangered species list in 
1997 and experts believe its populations have decreased by up to 
95 percent. Last year, the County submitted separate policy     
papers to state and federal wildlife agencies and stakeholders for 
review. The papers included proposed conservation levels,      
outlined how the County could estimate and monitor butterfly 
populations, manage habitat and recommended how the County 
and developers could set aside and protect butterfly habitat when 
building occurs. The MSCP group is reviewing the comments that 
submitted about those plans and expects to release its draft Quino 
Amendment and its draft supplemental EIR for public review this 
summer. 

For more information about the Quino amendment, please go to: 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp/quino.html.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                  Back to page one 

Multiple Species Conservation Program Spring 2010 

Books to Learn More About San 
Diego’s Environment:  

 
 

 San Diego County Bird Atlas: Philip 

Unitt 

 San Diego County Native Plants: 

James Lightner 

 Afoot and Afield: San Diego County: 

A Comprehensive Hiking Guide: Jerry 

Schad. 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp/quino.html�
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Improving the Process 
During the last six months,   Project Planning’s “Process Improve-
ment Team” has completed more than 170 individual tasks to   
improve Project Planning’s discretionary review process. Some of 
those improvements have included: 
 Cleaning up forms, policies and procedures to make them    

easier to understand and to be more effective. 

 Changing our system to allow environmental consultants to   
apply year-around to be included on the County’s list of CEQA 
consultants. 

 Improving our Major Pre-Application Meeting process by includ-
ing service districts, such as water and fire-protection providers, 
when appropriate. 

 Implementing our new “Idle Project” policy that focuses our    
division’s work on active projects. 

 

 

New Online Feature 
If you’ve ever wondered what kind of discretionary projects people 
want to build in San Diego County’s unincorporated communities, 
now you can see them. The Project Planning Division recently 
started publishing weekly updates about two types of projects: 

 New applications submitted for DPLU’s review process. 

 Projects that have completed DPLU’s review, either by a       
decision rendered by the County Board of Supervisors, the San 
Diego County Planning Commission, the County Zoning        
Administrator, DPLU’s director, or by being withdrawn. 

The weekly lists can be found on Project Planning’s Web page at: 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/Project_Planning_Page.html. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                 Back to page one 
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Important Project Planning 
Links:   

 

 California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) Flow Chart  

  Conditions of Approval Manual 

 Developer Deposits 

 Discretionary Permits and           

Application Forms 

 Environmental Impact Report 

Guidelines 

 Fee Schedule 

 How Much Discretionary Permits 

Cost; How Much Time they Take 

 Project Issue Resolution 

 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/Project_Planning_page.html�
http://ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/index.html�
http://ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/index.html�
http://ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/index.html�
http://ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/Conditions_of_Approval_Manual.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/regulatory/DD/developerdeposits.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/appforms/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/appforms/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/appforms/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/appforms/index.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/EIR_Format_Content_Reqs.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/EIR_Format_Content_Reqs.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/EIR_Format_Content_Reqs.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/EIR_Format_Content_Reqs.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/369.pdf�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/cost-schedule-info.html�
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/cost-schedule-info.html�
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