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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLICATION

August 26, 2009

Contact: Tom Christensen (619) 515-6535
Sweetwater Union High School District Contact: Lillian Leopold (619) 691-5578

TUBERCULOSIS CASE REPORTED AT CHULA VISTA SCHOOL
Students and Staff with Possible Exposure Notified

The County of San Diego Health and Human Services Agency (HHSA) is working with

Sweetwater Union High School District officials to notify individuals who may have been exposed to
infectious tuberculosis by an Otay Ranch High School student.

“School district officials have been working to notify the students and staff who may have been

in close contact with the sick student,” said Wilma Wooten, M.D., M.P.H., County Public Health
Officer.

The San Diego County Health and Human Services Agency is also working with the school to
set up testing for the students. “Most people exposed do not develop TB, but testing is recommended
to be sure,” said Wooten.

Tuberculosis is not uncommon. In 2009 to date, there are 138 confirmed cases of TB in San
Diego County. In 2008 there were 264 reported cases of TB.
Symptoms of active TB include persistent cough, fever, night sweats and unexplained weight

loss. Most people who are exposed to TB do not develop the disease. Prolonged close contact with
an individual who has TB is required in order to spread the disease to others.

Individuals who need testing and have no medical provider, or need more information, may call
the County TB Control Program at (619) 692-8621.
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For updates, please follow the County of San Diego Health and Human Services Agency by clicking below on
Twitter, Facebook and YouTube.
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