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Dual Eligible Demonstration Project 
Advisory Committee  

 
Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

 
Attendance:  Greg Knoll, Chair, Consumer Center for Health Education and Advocacy (CCHEA); Mary 
Ball, Alzheimer’s Association; Lauren Chin, County Behavioral Health Services; Terry Cunningham, 
Ryan White Program; Chris Duke, Aging & Independence Services; Debra Fitzgerald, Healthy San Diego 
(HSD); Kim Fritz, Care 1st; Walter Hekimian, Edgemoor; Pam Hoye, Dual Eligible Consumer; Richard 
Lawrence, United Domestic Workers (UDW); Dr. Thomas Lian, San Diego Psychiatric Society; Rogelio 
Lopez, Health Net; Sabra Matovsky, Molina Healthcare; Vickie Molzen, AIS, IHSS; Mary Jo O’Brien, 
Dual Eligible Consumer, Consumer Center for Health Education and Advocacy (CCHEA); Sharon 
O’Mary, San Diego Hospice; Harvest Pepper, UnitedHealthcare (Staff); Bob Prath, AARP; Bud Sayles, 
IHSS Public Authority; Ellen Schmeding, AIS In-Home Supportive Services and MSSP; Brenda 
Schmitthenner, AIS Aging Services and ADRC; George Scolari, Community Health Group (CHG); Janet 
Vadakkumcherry, Council of Community Clinics (CCC); David Weil, Elder Law and Advocacy – HiCap; 
Cheryl Wilson, San Diego Senior Alliance; Michelle Wise, IHSS Provider; Mark Woodruff, Community 
Based Adult Services (CBAS); and Judith Yates, Hospital Association of San Diego and Imperial 
Counties. 
Guests:  Mary Harrison, Aging & Independence Services; Mary Hutner, California Department of Social 
Services; Kerry Mills, Health Net; Victoria Sayles; Connie Soucy, ACCESS to Independence; Kim 
Williams, Assistant to Pam Hoye. 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Feedback, Outreach and Education on Dual Eligible Demonstration:  The Committee would like to 
wait for answers from Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) about the Dual Eligible 
Demonstration before holding a public forum for the providers of the dual eligible population.  It was 
suggested that the health plans send out a letter to providers informing them that the DHCS will have 
final decisions in regards to the Dual Demonstration project by a specific date.  
 
Dual eligible consumers will be mandated into Medi-Cal managed care but will have the option of 
Medicare managed care or remaining in fee-for-service.  
 
A major concern is that providers are suggesting that consumers opt out of Medicare managed care. 
Providers need to be educated about the benefits of the Demonstration to gain their support. The Advisory 
Committee goal is to reach out to their constituents and provide general information about the 
Demonstration, asking for feedback and input to incorporate into a provider outreach education plan. 
 
Transportation is not a carved out benefit. Having a presentation from SANDAG or Facilitating Access to 
Coordinated Transportation (FACT) at the September meeting was recommended. Consumer assistance 
needs to be addressed for consumers who need further assistance at the doctor’s office, which is not 
covered by health plans. 
 
Bud Sayles, Pam Hoye and United Domestic Workers (UDW) will put together a presentation for the 
September meeting concerning gaps in In-Home Support and Services (IHSS) service for the Duals 
population.  
 
Dual Eligible Demonstration Advisory Committee Policies and Procedures:  The Dual Eligible 
Demonstration Advisory Committee Policies and Procedures were approved unanimously.  

http://calduals.org/
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Updates from members on the State Workgroup Meetings: 
• Beneficiary Notification, Appeals, and Protections:  No updates 
• Provider Outreach and Engagement:  No updates 
• LTSS Integration:  The LTSS Integration State Workgroup has combined with the IHSS 

Coordination and Integration State Workgroup. The next meeting is August 8, 2012, from 2:00-4:00. 
This meeting is open to the public and anyone interested can register on the CalDuals website. 

• IHSS Coordination and Integration:  See previous. 
• Behavioral Health Integration:  The Healthy San Diego (HSD) Behavioral Health Workgroup will 

meet the second Thursday of every month. The Behavioral Health Integration State Workgroup did 
not meet in July, but will meet in August. The Medicare formulary will be the primary formulary in 
the Dual Demonstration. Due to the broad range of medications covered on the Medicare formulary, 
the health plans do not anticipate any issues with the transition but are working closely with County 
Behavioral Health to ensure there are no continuity of care issues.  
 
The Center for Healthcare Strategies hosted a meeting on July 18, 2012 which covered a large range 
of topics. A copy of the notes will be forwarded out to the committee members once they are 
received.  

• Fiscal and Rate Setting:  Rate setting and contract negotiations with CMS will begin in September 
or October 2012.  

• Quality and Evaluation:  No updates.  
 
Stipends for Dual Eligible Consumers on Committee:  A $45 per meeting stipend has been approved 
by the health plans. Harvest Pepper will forward to Brenda Schmitthenner and Ellen Schmeding the form 
that needs to be submitted to the County of San Diego for check processing. The information on the sign 
in sheets from the last three meetings will be used to fill out the check request form. Checks will need to 
be distributed to consumers intermittently due to Social Security benefit regulations.  
 
Next meeting – September 5, 2012:  Agenda for next meeting will include: State Workgroup updates, 
San Diego Senior Alliance will be providing a 15 minute presentation, FACT/SANDAG presentation, and 
provider question and answers. Brenda Schmitthenner suggested having a presentation about Long Term 
Services and Supports (LTSS) service gaps at the October meeting.  
 
The committee roster, trailer bills highlights, Healthcare Strategies meeting notes, Coordinated 
Transportation meeting flyer, and UDWs Health and Resource flyer will be sent out to the Advisory 
Committee.  
 
Adjournment 11:00 am. 
 
Meeting minutes transcribed by Amber Breen 
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