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Guide to Atlas of Foreign-born Populations

Purpose: This atlas has 4 map series and 2 tables created from the American Community Survey
(ACS) 2005-2009 summary results which describe the origins, and English-speaking ability of
foreign-born populations. All maps show data at the census tract level.

Map series:

Place of Birth

Language Spoken at Home

Speak English Less Than “Very Well”
Linguistic Isolation

Eal NS

Tables

1. Birthplace (Country), among Foreign-born Population
2. Language Spoken at Home by English-speaking Ability

Map Helpful hint: If labels obscure an area you wish to view, you can turn them off. Go to
View > Navigation Panels > Layers. Click the (+) symbol next to “Main Map” and then click
the (+) symbol next to “Labels”. Toggle off the eyeball symbol for “Sub-Regional Area
(SRA)” — Default.
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Guide to the selected results from the American Community Survey 2005-2009

The 2005-2009 ACS 5-year estimates are based on data collected between January 2005 and
December 2009 (during calendar years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009).

o Published for small geographic areas (census tracts in the maps)
e Represent the average characteristics over the 5-year period of time
o Have larger sample size than the 1-year and 3-year estimates
o Are less current than the 1-year and 3-year estimates

The information following is from the ACS Documentation files, additional details and
limitations of the data can be found here:

http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/reportdata/DocBrowser.aspx?survey=ACS2009_5yr&sec
=664c13dc-be27-4b13-a623-a056a5544f47&header=True#49c50f3e-d042-4830-b8b1-
4e1b8c6bf69c

Place of Birth (Among Foreign-Born)

The foreign-born population includes anyone who was not a U.S. citizen at birth. This includes
respondents who indicated they were a U.S. citizen by naturalization or not a U.S. citizen. The
foreign-born population is shown by selected area, country, or region of birth. The places of birth
shown in data products were chosen based on the number of respondents who reported that area
or country of birth.

Language Spoken at Home

Data on language spoken at home were derived from answers to the 2008 American Community
Survey Questions 14a and 14b. These questions were asked only of persons 5 years of age and
older. Instructions mailed with the American Community Survey questionnaire instructed
respondents to mark "Yes" on Question 14a if they sometimes or always spoke a language other
than English at home, and "No" if a language was spoken only at school - or if speaking was
limited to a few expressions or slang. For Question 14b, respondents printed the name of the
non-English language they spoke at home. If the person spoke more than one non-English
language, they reported the language spoken most often. If the language spoken most frequently
could not be determined, the respondent reported the language learned first.

Ability to Speak English

Respondents Ability to Speak English. Respondents who reported speaking a language other
than English were asked to indicate their English-speaking ability based on one of the following
categories: "Very well", "Well", "Not well", or "Not at all.
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Linguistic Isolation (Household)

A linguistically isolated household was one in which all adults had some limitation in
communicating English. A household was classified as "linguistically isolated" if, (1) No
household member age 14 years and over spoke only English, and (2) No household member age
14 years and over who spoke another language spoke English "Very well". All members of a
linguistically isolated household were tabulated as linguistically isolated, including members
under 14 years old who may have spoken only English.
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Map Series: Place of Birth
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